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SHIP LETTERS
Con.sicxn‘rin.op!e to New York. Briq Henryr, Capt. Russell

Holograph letter of Rev.William Goodell, missionary toTurkeq

June 5, 1832. A letter headed at Constantinople by the Rev. William
Goodell (1792-1867). He is thanking a ladies' society at Templeton, Mass.
for their donations of clothing and money to his mission to replace arti-
cles lost in a conflagration at Pera, the quarter of Constantinople reserv-
ed for foreigners, and where his mission was located. Goodell was a
missionary in the Near East. He helped establish a mission at Beirut,
Lebanon in 1823, was in Malta 1828-31 and established the mission at
Constantinople in 1831, where this letter was written. He translated
the Bible into Armeno-Turkish, and mentions this in this letter.

It is interesting to note in his letter that he reports having four
children. His youngest son he named Constantine Washington to commemorate
the fact of his being the first American child ever born in the capital
of the Turkish Empire. His biography notes that he had at least 8 children.

Letter is endorsed: By the Brig Henry.
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Shipping List & Price Current, N.Y. Arrived at
New York September 23, 1832: Brig Henry, Russell...
Constantinople.

Letter rated, Act of 1825, single letter 150 to 400
miles, New York to Templeton, Mass. at 18-3/4¢ + 2¢
Ship Letter charge = 20-3/4¢ due, shown in red mss.
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'B*HIP LETTER'S -
FRENGCH LIG NE DU LEVANT. PQQuebO‘[ Scamandre

qu Sarah Abagail, Smg.,rh.O. and Malta 1o Boston
BAPT[ST MISS. ROOMS, Boston _M_l"s;-SIOn.urLi.Le"l"f‘el‘
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SHIP LETTER S

Brig Sarah AbQ‘C!QI-I[S\'ﬂk‘}I’FIQ and Malta to Boston
BAPTIST MISS. ROOMS ,Boston Missionar\j Letter

August 18, 1845. A long letter from (Mrs.) Sarah Arnold to her
mother in Providence, R.I. Her hushand A.N. Arnold and she are out-
side Athens in the town of Varipatades, but are soon to retuen to
their mission on Corfu.

As is common with missionary letters, this was largely handled out
of the government mails as much as possible to avoid high postal costs.
This letter is endorsed on the face: Care of Rev, L. Peck/ Bap. Miss.
Rooms/ Boston. This practice makes the determination of conveyances
difficult.

The most logical itinerary would be the private carriage of this
letter from Pyreas, the port city of Athens, to Smyrna, Turkey by a
private person. He then boarded the French Ligne du Levant paquebot
Scamandre, which departed Constantinople August 27, 1845. Her dates
were: Dardanelles, August 28; Smyrna, 29-30; Syra, September 1; Malta,
6 and Marseilles, 11.

The letter was then entrusted to Capt. Drew of the brig Sarah Abagail

at Malta.

N.Y. Shipping List and Price Current: Arrived Boston, October 11,
Brig Sarah Abagain, Drew....Smyrna

Ibid.: Arrived New York October 21. Brig Sarah Abagail, Drew...
Smyrna and Malta via Boston.

N.B.: This is the only vessel listed in contemporary Shipping Lists
arriving at Boston or New York from the Eastern Mediterranean.

October 20. Capt. Drew didn't hand this letter over to the Baptist
Mission Rooms at Boston until he was about to sail for New York. The
Mission Rooms struck their very elusive forwarding agent's backstamp.
They paid the Act of March 3, 1845, rate per L-oz. of 5¢ for a letter
conveyed under 300 miles.
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