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Company D, 1st U.S. Infantry
In Camp on Picnic Island
Port Tampa, Fla., June 5,1898

Dear Viola:

Your letter and invitation came to hand and how glad I would be to be pre-
sent at the exercises of your school when I know you will do more than credit
to yourself. After you graduate what do you intend doing then?

We are still here impatiently passing the time though we may move at a
moment's notice. The transports have everything aboard and only await the men
to embark. We are ordered to be readon on an instant's notice.

The Volunteers are pouring in all around us now. Those I have seen are a
lot of fine looking young men, but they have a grievance and that is they com-
plain of not getting sufficient to eat. This arised from poor management, from
not knowing just what they are entitled to draw and not knowing how to handle
the government ration when they have it. A month or two in the field will mo
doubt remedy this evil when they learn from hard experience just how to proceed

cuBA




Damaged U-S. 2c (#279B) tied by
target cancel to War Department
envelope with C.D-S. PORT TAMPA
CITY JUN 5 I1898.

Penalty for p1

On the following page is the
enclosed letter with heading:
COMPANY D, Ist U.S.INFANTRY.
IN CAMP ON PICNIC ISLAND_
PORT TAMPA, FLA. JUNE 5,1898
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DENVER JUL |5 12-M 1898 COLO. receiving mark and forewarding note on cover reverse
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1st cover of the Brown correspondence (Capt Brown to his sister Helen). His letter mounted
on next page was written June 22nd on board the transport LEONA at Daiquiri, Cuba
and describes the naval bombardment prior to landing the next day.

US fU3lIl is oancelled by vert. bar killer and KEY WEST, FLA. 4 PM JUL 9 98. This
cover preceds any distinctive military madrkings.
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Dear Helen

Have just witnessed the naval bombardment of the heights about Altares
(a little village 12 miles East of Santiago. The bombardment was to cover
landing of troops & was a magnificent sight. One brigade had landed and,
another is landing so far as we can see & our turn will come in about an
hour. So far as we can see from our trains port about 1700 yds off shore
The Spaniards are making no stand whatever & our landing will be as
safe as a ride in a trolley car.
We carry 3 days rations & 100 rds ammunition on the horse. We will prob-
ably now work west and invade Santiago.
Please buy & save copies of all newspapers giving an acct of this bombard-
., ment especially the illustrated papers as a newspaper yacht was on the
ground nearer than we and must have taken some splendid pictures.

I feel that we are lucky enough to witness in real life a rare drama &
the great American public are paying for our admission to the show!

Revielle this A. M. at 3:30. Tonight we will step on Cuban soil.

Affectionately
Will

Spanish left town apparently at daylight & set fire to many of the homes
which have been burning fiercely. Will carry your Guideon with us in the
: small boat & land it with due ceremony. Water is full of small boats
. : crowded with soldiers.
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2nd cover of Brown correspondence written on the reverse of dilapidated US. #U3|l, This shows

postal supplies,

had not
reached the
fronf.

Lefter was written June 25, 1898 and must have gone through Daiquiri P O. but before distinctive
Daiquiri oancellation. The letter was written and reached the U.S. before battles of EI Caney and
San Juan Hill. [t took |2 days tao reach the U.S. and is cancelled KEY WEST 7 230 AM JUL 7 98.
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Camp Young's Brigade
8 miles east of Santiago
June 25, 1898

Maj. Bell's Squadron (1G) Ist Cavy. had a severe engagement here
yesterday & lost Maj. Bell, Capt. Knox & Lt. Byrum wounded & 8 sol-
diers killed. The Rough Riders lost about 40 including several offi-
cers. Our Squadron (2nd) Maj. Force Commdg was left at landing &
did not leave until yesterday & so arrived after all was over. Resting
today & my troop is in good condition & excellent spirits. I am quite
well & in good shape in every way so you need not worry about me.

Yrs.
WCB

See N. Y. World for an acc't of 1st Cavy fight.
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3rd cover of Brown correspondence written June 27,1898 4 days after landing in Cuba
at Daiquiri. Reached Key West and cancelled KEY WEST 6 PM JUL 9 98, Must have
gone through Daiquiri P O. and the condition of the post card indicates the
primitive conditions of the mail service. Written 5 miles West of Santiago and 7

miles from Siboney-:

W. C. BROWN 5 miles West of Santiago
June 27th, 98

We are gradually closing in on the Spanish lines. Climbed a hill this P. M.
& saw the Spanish flag waving over their barracks, but hope the Stars &
stripes will wave there by July 4th. Three of our 5 batteries arrived this
afternoon and are camped along side a cocoanut grove about 100 yds from us.
This gives us a 12 gun field. There are 8 siege guns on the transports but
don't know whether they will be taken off here. Our only road to transports
which are 6 or 7 miles distant at Siboney is an old trail which is being
changed into a wagon road. Siboney is an old trail which is being changed
into a wagon road. Depend on newspapers for accts of what is done here

for they will give earliest news. On the marchI tramp along on foot carry-
ing 3 days rations in haversack into a roll over my shoulder containing (ham-
mock) slicker & overcoat. So far as troops & regiments are concerned we
have no transportation - carry everything on our backs. Bedding roll & va-

lise left aboard the Leona. Dont expect to see it till Santiago falls.
: Affectionately

WCB

message
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i . 4th Brown cover written on
. military message sheet on July - : ;
4,1898 one mile East of H al B e
Santiago in the trenches. i R P Mg
It is devoid of postal markings,
but the #J42 U.S.due stamp
indicates it reached its s W ]
destination.
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1 mile East of 4th day
e Santiago in of July

P EROM T i, Ky HAR e the trenches 1898

B 0, o | 4:00 o

* CE N e S e | | Miss Helen M. Brown

i o T ik 1541 Race St.
. | To_YViAA LA ‘" S Vwhwe— { | Denver Col

0 i T 3 o Have had a severe engage-
A AL | ment lasting 2 1/2 days.
NEtandy ¢ ‘ Lost in "E" Troop 5 men
, wounded & 1 missing,
N Cand il o BEadag Al AL Qe W AL L Spanish fight desperately
- f o < i | 4 [

g, Oty ) fyaants O tedee, but we will get them in
LW S T ¥ ] the end. Troops have

e . N e suffered greatly for want
4 SVl PR AL Aneeh [P TRl TSR Tvbal of proper transportation,
~ i . / -

rations, clothing & other

1 - Tt supplies. Relatively lit-
s e et tle sickness so far however
s e = W T ‘_i C sl vl but men cannot stand it
T Gy i e B B o e b much longer. We carry
(e : A AP ema L Lond everything on our backs,
| rt ey G % g

; are exposed to daily rains
| e L e SIS m—m_— oy s i e s g . without shelter constantly
| W A3y T on short rations. Have had
! my clothes off but once in
s ' eleven days. I keep well
HERRT i R UMERS f however & rather think
| rrum o | TTME ar | ; - that the city will fall in a
P.M. i ¥ -Il‘.-‘ : R ]

. 2 T [%0 R DILLED BY SIGNALIST. ; day or two.
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5th Brown cover. Letters were written July 9,10and 1|, 1898.Corner of small O at left is a New

York cancel on an envelope turned inside out to make this envelope. Picture of envelope and
description are on following page

This' cover did not reach St. Paul, Minn. until Aug 1, 1898. From July 10 fo 23,

1898 no mail was sent to U.S. for fear of mail ocarrying yellow fever. Ist A

mail after this scare left July 23 on the 8.S. CONCHA. Meanwhile the RO. /o
-t MIL.STA. No | was moved from Daiquiri to Siboney on July 6. This very £

rare O-1 cancel, MILITARY STA. No | N.Y, CUBA must have been applied

at Siboney- Also struck SHIP LETTER und DUE 2 CENTS in small ocircles. |

2 copies of U.S.#J42 2¢ dues dapplied at destination.

backstamps




mourning
letter envelope
which was turned
inside out fo make
the envelope on the
previous page.

U.S. #286 is tied by
» JUN 24 2 PM 1898 DENVE
cancel. This is one day after Capt.
Brown disembarked in Cuba, so it
must have been received in Cuba,
probably among the Ist mail from the
U.8. to reach Daiquiri.
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In a splinter
proof
1 Mile E. of
Santiago
July 9 '98
Dear Helen:
Yours of the
11th, 16 & 18th
ulty all rectd
on the 7th when
we got our first
mail since leav-
g, Tampa,,. I
fully intended
writing Chap-
lain & Mrs.
Adams so that
they would get
my letter by
July 10th but it
has been impos-
sible. Since
June 23rd we
have been march-
ing (carrying
everything on
our backs) fight-
ing and digging
trenches & work-
ed to the limit

of human endur -

ance in fact more,
for 8 of my weak-
er men have suc-
cumbed and are
sick with fever
here in camp,
while I have 4 sick
& 5 wounded be-
hind in camps or
hospitals.
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Since June 23rd I have had my clothes off but twice & then only to
take a sponge bath. Nearly every afternoon we have a heavy shower &
then the men get more or less soaked & sleep on the wet ground. With
proper supplies we should get along well enough but with the exception
of hard bread we are almost constantly on short rations. When the fight
commenced July 1st we left our bedding rolls & haversacks in a pile near
a place which was taken for a hospital. The wounded came in thick &
fast & the doctors helped themselves to my property to protect the wounded
which was of course all right. During the fight of the 2nd a lot of wounded
were brought in & my men gave up many of their ponchos & etc. to cover
wounded. I have now for 50 officers & men 31 shelter halves, 15 blankets,
19 ponchos or water proof coats, 46 haversacks, 44 canteens & 30 each of
knives, forks, spoons & meat cans or plates. The fight lasted 2 1/2 days
& since then we have had a truce but both sides are working night & day
on the trenches preparing for the final struggle. E Troop was in the trenches
last night from 4 to midnight & when we turned in some of our people were
| : still working with the pick & shovel. I have a very good parapet & ditch
i for E Troop with 31 loop holes & also have a "splinter proof" covered over
}A . with earth large enough to protect the entire troop in case the bombard-
| ment becomes too hot. We are located between the dynamite gun & mortar
‘ battery & these will doubtless attract a heavy fire. We hear that the
| Spaniards are willing to capitulate if allowed to leave with their arms
| etc. & surrender the city. This they should not be allowed to do we are
closing in on them, our field works are quite strong & we shall soon starve
them out. Our loss on July 12 & 3 & the previous fight was 1580 & there
‘ is much talk about much of this being due to bad leadership. The confusion

during the first part of the lst days fight was indescribable. We were first
under a sharp artillery fire & several men killed & then turned off to the
right to support Lawton who was heavily engaged. The Spanish then con-
centrated a hot fire on our baloon & later we charged a hill which consti-
| tuted one of the enemys strong positions. Col. Carroll was shot within a
few feet of me just after he had given orders directing me to collect all
available men & hold the hill in case the line in advance were driven back.
Things were decidedly hot there for a while. We can get along here as
well as in another country if only given sufficient food & proper tentage.
We have but one surgeon in the regiment (a Cuban) who is both sick &
inefficient & I shall be fortunate if I do not loose men from fever. Please
make & send copy of this to W W Armstrong 723 Permanent Block & tell
| him that I am too rushed to answer his kind letter of June 18 but will do so

soon. Good Quartermasters & Commissaries are badly needed here.
. ' Affectionately,

Will

] ' CUBA & i CUBA
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July 10th Rec'd a few officers supplies last night by purchase from the

Subsistence Dept which will be a great help. We were in the trenches
last night from midnight till 8 A. M. & of course every one is sleepy to-
day. On our part of the line the Spanish entrenchments are less than half
a mile distant and with our glasses we keep very close watch of them and
the new works which they are constructing. Some of these are of course
concealed by shrubbery and their location will only be known to us when
the volleys are fired.

The bombardment commenced again at 4:30 PM & kept up at a lively
rate till 7 PM. Inf. & Cav. confined their fire to the enemy's trenches.
We lost no men so far as I know as we were all well sheltered. We gave
them about 18 volleys in "E" Troop. July 11 Yours of the 23rd I rec'd
this AM in the Splinter Proof while the batteries & battleships were play-
ing away merely on the town. We have the Dynamite gun near us which
is most effective & tears up things in a terrific manner. Whenever their
shells strike in the town or trenches. At 1 PM firing was stopped & a
flag of truce is out again & I hope the Spaniards will surrender. Please
give my very warmest regards to Chaplain & Mrs, Adams & tell them
that if we had not been marching & fighting to the limit of human endurance
I'd have written them. I am ragged, dirty, pretty badly poisoned with
poison ivy & look more like a tramp than a Captain.

About 8 or 9 of my men are down sick with malaria but are not
dangerously ill. All our water has to be carried in bamboo bottles & can-
teens from a spring 3/4 of a mile distant. The wretched care taken of
troops is responsible for trench sickness.

The climate is not bad & the country here is a pretty one. As soon
as we get our baggage I'll send you my pay account for June $233. 33 which
will run you for awhile.

Very affectionately yrs.

Will

JcuBa 1 R Bl | cuBA
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part of letter from J.T. Stewart which was turned, folded and made into envelope below- another
indication of the shortage of paper and envelopes.
HILL TYPE | CANCEL.

RES L o 1 éth Brown cover

by .
! \&: 8 AM
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First Day Cover of 8antiago de Cuba,formally surrendered the day this letter was written July 17,
1898. The Hill Type | cdncellation SANTIAGO DE CUBA 4 JUL 24 98 ISLA DE CUBA is an old
Spanish ecancel. This cover was mailed 3 days after the Santiago office was turned over to the
American postal agent, Kemper. It reached 8tf. Paul Aug 14,1808. This was probably the Ist mail
shipped to the U.S. from Santiago and therefore a Ist Day Cover in two ways.

The tall "T"may mean Transport, Transit, Troops or Train, but probably is the Spanish due “T"
for Taxa applied in Santiago at the time of canocellation indiocating the letter was going

foreward unpaid.
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. In the trenches 1 mile E. of Santiago
July 17

Dear Helen

The reason for not writing is that I'm out of paper & envelopes & can't
get any & if you'd occasionally put an extra stamped envelope & sheet of
paper in your letters it would be an accomodation. I've been out this morn-
ing to see the refuges from the bombardment streaming back into Santiago.
People of all conditions - ladies in silks & lace elbowing their way along
the muddy road with wretches who have hardly clothes enough to cover them
all carrying their bundles on their heads. 9/10 are negros & the great ma-
jority are women & children. In their baggage one sees a grub hoe, parrot,
a sick chicken, a cash box, the most mottly lot I ever saw.

We formed at 10 AM today & saw the Spaniards in the distance march
out of their trenches. At noon we will again man the trenches while the
Stars & Stripes are raised over the governor's palace. Capron's battery
will fire 21 guns & the whole army will cheer. The losses have come pret-
ty close to home to me. At Sill I messed up to the time we left with Capt.
John Drum who was killed July lst. During the campaign Maj. Forse who
- ;. was killed on July lst was also messing with Osborne and I. Lt. Capron
(Capt. of Rough Riders) at one time expected to serve with my troop from
Sill where he was stationed with the Apache prisoners. Capron was killed
in our first fight. Lts. Shiff & Smith who were killed were with us on the
Leona. Col. Hamilton was killed a few minutes after I had been helping
him collect some men to be posted on our right on the hill where the iron
kettles were. Col. Carroll was shot down, (wounded) within 5 yds. of me
& immediately after he had given me instructions about holding the hill.

3 other officers from Sill were wounded.

Please send 50¢ in stamps to R.L. Loveless Agent Southern Express
at Tampa Fla being am!'t due for an express package from John G. Haas
of Lancaster Penn rec'd at Tampa June 30,

- Please tell him (which I have already written him) that I want package
sent to me here to Ist U. S. Cavy 2nd Brigade (Wood's) Ca¥alry Division

Army of Invasion via Tampa or Key West.
Gen. Wood now commands our brigade with Young. I am not sure but
what you'd better take the house again at 1541 Race but if I were you I'd

try & have it for only six months.
You've not given me Chaplain Adams address so I'm sending this as

a venture. Wish you could mail me something good to eat. I'm getting

tired of hard tack coffee & bacon.
With kindest regards to the Adams'

I am affectionately yours,
® WCB
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DE _CUBA. This letter canceiled 3 days after previous cover (6th Brown cover) arrived on same day
80 was probably carried in the same mail. It is also struck
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Camp of 2nd Brigade, Cavy Divn, 5th
Army Corp - 6 miles north of Santiago

de Cuba
My dear Helen:

We are very slowly getting a few of the comforts of life.
I got my bedding roll & accordingly for the first time for a month was able
to sleep in a shelter tent & get a change of underclothing.
day got fresh beef - the first which the men had tasted since June 6th. We
hear that 15 wagon loads of mail also arrived on the 22nd.

share of it this evening.

July 24th 1898

We

We

On the 22nd
also on that
expect our

Last evening the Commissary Dept. commenced
the issue of fresh bread. Today we got nearly the full allowance of regular

conical wall tents for the men & I am at last luxuriating in a wall tent.

get our afternoon rains about 3 days out of our & it is desirable to keep my

sick men dry.

The crisp notes of mail call-have just sounded & I hope I'll hear from

CUBA W
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Grace & yourself. The call was greeted by a cheer in camp.

Today a lot of potatoes & onions came in which together with the fresh
bread & beef will be quite a treat.

There all sorts of rumors going the rounds as to what is to be done
with us. Originally we (the Cav Division) were to go with the Puerto Rico
Expedition but that idea was given up owing to some 20 or 30 of our men
having yellow fever down at Siboney some 15 miles distant though we have
none here in camp. Another project was to keep us here 5 days to see
whether we developed yellow fever & if we did not to send us back to our
horses. Another plan was to leave us here & send our horses here to get
ready for active operations in the fall,

This is rather a pretty country & vegetation very luxuriant. We are
at the foot of the mountains with Santiago appearing in the distance through
the Coconut palms. About us are luxuriant mangrove trees & other fruit
trees not known in the U. S. DPine apples grow near here & limes & we
got a lemon or two the other day.

Yours of the 4th & Grace's of the 7th have been received. Some of my
letters were sent to Denver as I did not know Mr. Adams number on Laurel
Ave. Glad to know that you are enjoying yourself. I wrote Chaplain & Mrs.
Adams yesterday. With this mail came a letter from Maj. Armstrong who
is much interested in matters down here & who is a very loyal friend of
mine.

Today 139 Captured Spanish ponies & horse equipments were rec'd at
Camp & it seems probable that the Captains in the regiment will get mounts
for which we shall be very thankful. The more I think of it the more I think
you'd best just keep that house (1541 Race) for the present and try to get Dr.
Sollar to give it to you for six months.

Will try & get some pay blanks in the next few days & then send you my
June accts.

With kindest regards to Chaplain & Mrs. Adams & Mrs. Frost.

Affectionately W.
W. C. Brown
Omit ("young's) from Brigade designation of my address & simply put it 2nd
Brigade etc etc

In an order just published our killed was given as 234 wounded 1236.
(ON TORN SCRAP OF PAPER)

Can't you send me by mail a writing pad of thin paper like the sheet on
which I've written your letter; also some stamped envelopes?

3] ‘CuBA I 1B BB | CuBA
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We may stay here all summer & then again may leave here in a few
weeks. I've not yet been in Santiago, as one needs a pass to get there
and its too far even when permission is granted to walk. If I get a horse
I'11 go in. These Cubans don't impress me at all favorably.

Do you see Charlie Benham. If so let him read my letters if he wants
too & tell him Ive been too busy (I've no lieutenant now) to write as he
. asked.

Capt. W. C. Brown

I [ Icual ]l 1B Bl [ IcuBA[
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8th Brown cover

This letter was written July 3l,
1898 6 miles North of Santiogo de
Cuba. The envelope is very ragged,
but the stamp shows traces of old
Spanish Santiago cancel.

Backstamps illustrated beiow. Letter
is on following page-
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W. C. BROWN Camp of 1st US Cavy, 2nd Brigade.

Cavy Division 5th Army Corps
6 miles North of Santiago de Cuba
July 3lst 1898
Miss Helen M. Brown
c/o Chaplain M. N. Adams U.S.A.
1564 Laurel Ave. St. Paul Minn.

My dear Sister Helen

I enclose herewith my pay acct for June 1898 transferred to you
and which can be cashed at any bank.

Please settle the enclosed bill for me (Mr. J. F. Hass 1 uniform)
and also send check for a like am't / $22.00 / to W. W. Armstrong 723
Permanent Block 176 Euclid Ave. being the am't due him for a business

‘cuBal !l R &Y | CUBA
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. cablegram which I sent him yesterday. The balance you can keep though
I may have some other bills for you to settle later. Graces letter of the

11th & yours of the 14th rec'd yesterday. Our postal service is very poor.
I note what you say about wiring you but would cost about $14. 00 as every
word in the address is counted & all at $1.07 per word. I have concluded
not to telegraph as you surely must by this time have rec'd one of my num-
erous letters. I think you'd better keep that house as I can doubtless spare
considerable from my pay next year & its a great deal of trouble to move.
We are looking anxiously for orders to go north to Long Island. Col. Roose-
velt takes command of our brigade tomorrow & that will help us as he is
very influential. Personally I am in good health but about half my men are
really unfit for any hard duty. Their condition is indeed pitiable. Malar-
ial fever is the principal trouble. No yellow fever thus far & all we ask
is to be given as good greatment as has been accorded The Spanish Naval
prisoners - to be sent north where we can recuperate. We can then be
ready for a full campaign if there is to be one.

There are several nominations to be made soon in the Inspector

Generals Dept. Please notice under head of nominations or rather appoint-
| . ments for the following
To be Colonel & Inspector General

Lt. Col H. W. Lawton to fill an original vacancy
To be Lt. Colonels

Major J. P. Sanger vice Lawton promoted

E. A. Garlington to fill an original vacancy
To be Majors Captain vice Sanger promoted

e "  Garlington promoted

What I want are names of the Captains who are promoted to be Majors &

if I get one of them you might Telegraph and promoted Inspectors
General. Mail from Key West. Then you'd just pay for a telegram to Key
West & let it go by mail from there. Telegrams are not so expensive but
cablegrams are. I have the Army & Navy Journal of July 16th. The Jour-
nals of the 23rd or 30th may contain the desired data though I shall doubtless
see the Journal of the 23rd before this reaches you. I have a good wall tent
| & try to keep dry. If we find that we are to stay all summer I'll ask you to

| get me a pair of Rubber Boots & send them via the Southern Express. Will

| send size to you later if I want them. We have practically no military duty -
simply letting the men recuperate, but they seem to get worse instead of
better. Clay soil, muddy camp, water supply from little creek, men sleep-
ing on wet ground & etc & are not good sanitary conditions.
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Camp of 2nd Brigade Cav.Div. 5th Corps
6 miles north of Santiago de Cuba Aug 1/98

Dear Helen:

N.Y. Sun of 23rd of July contains some interesting matter about our
Hospital Service, wounded, etc.

The Chicago News of July 15th contains an illustration true to life of
a squad of Troop "E" 1 Cav lugging rations on our hardest march June
24th. Perhaps through that paper you could get a couple of photo prints
from the original negative. Today for the first time the commissary is
selling a few canned peaches, apricots and pears to the enlisted men for
cash & at the appointed time there was a long line of men waiting to buy.
i Col. Roosevelt now commands our Brigade & in consequence I think that
. we will be among the first to embark.

Conditions of sick rather worse today.

Two men died yesterday in Gen. Summer's Brigade of our Division.
The usual afternoon rain is in progress as I write. Sent an important
letter to you yesterday to St. Paul. If it doesn't reach you there it will
doubtless be forwarded.

We have a pretty fair officers mess now & are well supplied. I
rather think that we will leave here before the 10th, sending the sick in
a Hospital ship & it is said that we will go to Montauk Pt. Long Island.
Our postal service is very poor & should be investigated & faults cor-
rected.

There is some talk of a party of officers going from here tomorrow
-t to visit the wrecks of Cervera's fleet. If so I hope to go with them.

Let me know when you get that letter mailed yesterday to St. Paul.
Very affectionately,
W.C.BROWN WCB
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W.C-BROWN, but there is no further marking to show soldiers mail backstamps
permitting 2c rate. The cover was routed through New York.

Bl | cuBA! . sz CUBA




W | CUBA [ ) il ' CUBA
Aug 4th, 98,

. My dear Helen:

Wont you send me a paper or late magazine occasionally for I've no
reading matter & hate to be continually borrowing from officers whose
friends keep them supplied or who in some way have secured papers &
magazines. Col. Roosevelt paid me the compliment this morning of send-
ing for me & giving an account of the meeting yesterday in the City of the
General Officers who are protesting most vigorously against our being
kept here to die off like flies. The Surgeon General wanted 1lst To keep us
here and have us for sanitary reasons to change our camp every two days
- something utterly impossible because we have scarcely enough transpor-
tation as matters stand to get out our rations to us. Then suitable camping
places are not to be had & then the men are so weak from fever that fully
half of them are incapable of doing duty.

A Second proposition was to send us to San Luis 40 miles north on
higher ground in the cane growing district. We there should have more
rain (our b&te noir) a black clay soil & grass nine feet high. Col Roosevelt
has wired the Sec of War, and Senator Lodge & also wrote a strong letter

urging our immediate return to the States & he wants to take us to some
?. island on the Maine Coast where the fever cannot exist. Suffice to say that
the Surgeon Generals recommendation that we be kept here presumably for
fear of spreading the fever in the States is condemned in the strongest terms
by everyone. Indeed, our men are so weak from fever (not a single case of
yellow fever in our camp however) that it will be a serious u_ndertaking to
get this command on board ships which are only six miles distant.

Our roads from mud are barely passable & daily growing worse. I've
only had two men who have not been sick & therefore enervated as a result
of the fever & when the Yellow fever reaches us as it doubtless will if we
stay here it is but safe to predict that we shall lose half the command. Per-
| sonally however I am well & have only had two slight attacks of malaria &

‘ have little fear of yellow fever. Capt. Dodge 24 Inf whom you knew at

- Leavenworth
(enclosed note)-

P.S. While writing the above "Officers Call" sounded & we were all sum-
moned to the Regtl Comdrs Tent to have read a despatch which Gen Shafter
‘ had just rec'd saying that we were all to be shipped back to the U. S. as
fast as transportation will permit. So the "Kick' of the Generals did
| accomplish something after all.
Affectionately

Will :
‘As I write the whole camp has waked up men cheering & a whole air

. of cheerfulness & bustle that I've not seen for weeks.
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The enclosed letter shown on the following page was written on the troop transport
MATTEAWAN in the harbor at Montauk Point, L.I. Aug 16, 1898. This is a |st day
cancellation ot the froops returned from Shafter’s 5th Corps in Cuba.
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In the harbor of Montauk Point
1 [ N e
Aug 16th, 98,

My dear Helen:
Aug 7th marched from our camp to the little R.R. & took train (5 miles) to
Santiago. We made the march of 1 1/2 miles in one hour & twenty minutes
in the hottest part of one of our hottest days. We left about noon Aug 8th
on the Watteawan and had delightful weather all the way north. I had an
attack of malarial fever on 8th & 9th but it soonbroke up and I am now
feeling quite well. About 1/3 of my troop however are still sick.

We arrived last night at dark & found the Grand Duchess, St. Louis,
St. Paul, Miami, Vigilancia & Gate City in here ahead of us. Yellow
fever cases are reported on the first two named vessels but we are free

——

from=it;
. Lost 3 men en route north - First a ships stoker who threw himself
overboard and was lost. Then an artillery man sick with fever jumped
overboard two days later to end his troubles & yesterday just after we
sighted land a ¥ Cavalryman died of heart failure. We heard last night
for the first time definite news about the treaty of peace. The latest
paper we have seen is dated July 26.

I suppose we will be quarantined for some days. Our camp is evidently
in a healthy location of the east end of L. I. within a mile of Montauk Point
Light House. We are now waiting to go ashore and hope to get there today.
They rather expect to be here for about a month or two & then some of us
may be sent to the West Indies for a tour of duty. Did you get that June pay
acct which I sent you to St. Paul? Write me soon.

Very affectionately
Will
P. S. Grace's letter of Aug 2nd just rec'd and Harpers & Frank Leslies
July 30 and Aug 11
Aug 17th Failed to get off the ship yesterday & today our rations are out.
Have an officer dangerously ill (Osborne). Verily our country has but
little care for the men who fight its battles.
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last Brown cover (12th). The writer landed at Montauk Point, L.I. from Guba on August 17,1898,
This letter was written 8 days later Aug 25th at CAMP WIKOFF., U.8. # U311 is cancelled

with military cancellation MONTAUK STATION AUG 26 NEW YORK, & N.Y. 98.

Capt. Brown  sailed for Guba —— June 14, 1898

landed in Cuba —— June 23,1898
departed from Cuba-— August 7,1898
returned to U.SA.— August 17,1898
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Camp Wikoff
Long Island, N. Y.
August-25, 1898

My dear Helen:

Yours ot 21 rec'd but I am sorry to say that Denver 1s too far away to
go there now & even if nearer we haven't here enough ofticers to give even
one to a troop. While our orders are to go ahead & equip troops up to 100
men:

Lt. Osborne who until recent promotion was my 2nd Lieut died night
before last ot typhoid fever. The poor fellow was kept on shipboard out
in the harbor here for two days & a night after the quarantine officer had
passed us & then when taken ashore instead ot being sent to a N. Y.
Hospital here & put in a wall tent. His wife nursed him but in my opinion
he ought to have been sent to a city Hospital. Our mess at the beginning
of the campaign consisted of Forse, Osborne, Overton & myself. The
two former have gone. Of about 16 officers from Ft. Sill who went to
Cuba 5 have been killed or died of fever. We are gradually getting proper
food but it is very very slow. We were practically living on the ration
straight till yesterday when I succeeded in buying extras from the commis-
sary & tonight extra issues of butter, oranges, canned apples, milk
(condensed) etc in small quantities will be made. I got your envelopes
& paper & pad but no stamps. Mr. Adams however sent me some stamps
with paper & envela;es.

We've been promised floors in our tents but thus far they have not
materialized.

Gen. Corbin the A. G. wrote Aug. 18 that the President had asked
him to give personal attention asking my appointment as Major &
Inspector Gen'l. but at that time all vacancies had been filled. Capt.
Knox wounded at La Quasima got one of two places. 1st Lt. H. L. Mills
1 Cav wounded July lst has beenh made Supt. at West Point.

Yours Affectionately
Will
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(Enclosure with letter)

| It is my wish that my daughters have entire control of whatever property I
may leave them and if either or both of them should marry and die leaving
no children it is my wish that. such property as they may be possessed of
in their own right went back to the surviving heirs of my estate.
W. C. Brown

Further
It is my desire and wish that my Real Estate be not sold until all, or at
least two of my children shall deem it for the best interests of all three

to have it sold.
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INCREDIBLE SPANISH AMERICAN WAR LETTER. 16 pg letter from a sailor on board
the New Orleans, on ship's stationery, datelined "off Santiago de Cuba, June 15, 1898"
with incredibly detailed & well written account of the bombardment of Santiago Harbor.
There are two well executed hand-drawn maps in the letter, showing the positions of each
ship in the bombarding fleet, targets & emplacements of the Spani ompanied by original
transmittal letter w/2c red Washington tied by blk KEY WEST, FLA duplex. Only a brief
erpt here, to provide an example of the quality of this letter:""'We went in quietly to a
distance of a mile and a quarter and opened a fire that must have struck terror to the
hearts of the men in the batteries. Our first shots went over as the range was too great,
but immediately the sight bars were lowered and every shot appeared to go home. The
black clouds of earth directly on the crest of the bluff showed that our shells were
ploughing up the space in or near the fortifications. We went closer until only a short
mile y and our fire was so true and rapid that the Spaniards could not or did not
reply. Three or four times shells exploded in great clouds of black earth and out of the
clouds great spirals of smoke shot high in the air, up to about 150 feet. These spirals
were formed almost instantly and were exactly like huge cork screws...." much, much
more as the entire letter is packed with content, including accounts of the attack on tl nish
Armored Cruiser Cristobol Colon, counter attacks by the Spanish. torpedo attacks, etc... V¥50-400
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Maj. E. C. FARQUHAR, Surgeory, Zanesville, O.-

Capr. W. A. HoBgs, Ass't Surgeon,

Capr. A, V. SmrrH, Ass't Surgeon,
Fast Liverpool, O.

Canton, O.
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Zanesvillie, O.-
CapT. W. A. HOBBS, Ass’t Surgeon,
Fast Liverpool, O.

Maj. E. C. FAROUHMHAR, SUurgeor,
Capt. A. V. SMITH, Ass't S
Canton, O.

SURGEON'S QUARTERS
ighth JRegiment [nfantry,-

Ccapr. G. H. WUCHTER, Ass't Surgeon,
Wadsworth, O.
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Mayl8postcard

On Board Cars May 18th 1898
New Athens oOhio 5:30 pm

Dear Girls

we are gliding through ohio making very good time considering the long train we have
There is three sections Dr. Wuchter is on the first, Dr. smith is on the second and
we have the third. The people run out in droves at every station to see us. I seen
Neut & Annie whipps at New Lexington. Annie said she was going to visit you soon.
Love to all

Yours affectionately-
Papa
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Maj. E. C. F L
Capr. A. V. SMITH, Ass 1, Capr. W. A. Ho
Canton, O.
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Capr. G. H. WUCHTER, Ass't Surgeon,
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Carr. G. H. W ITER, Ass’t Surgeon,
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Canton, O.
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ODUMAR, Surgeon, Zanesville, O.-

WUCHTER, Ass't € 2Q AR 't Surg Caprr. W. A. HOBBS 't Surgeon,
Wadswor L Canton, O. E Liverpool, O.
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June71898postcard
Camp Russell A Alger va June 7 1898

My Dear Daughters

Having a few spare moments on_hand thought I would write you a few lines. Everybody
in the Regiment is well we only have one man in the hospital and he will go to his
Company in the morning. It is quite warm here through the day and cool nights but we
are all very comfortable and have every thing we need. I have just got through
escorting some members of this Chinese delagation through the Camp they seemed to
enjoy it hugely. we have all kinds of people visit us and all relish it hugely -
with Love to all I am

Your affectionate father

E.C. Farquhar
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Maj E.C. FAROUMA R, Surgeorn, Aanesville, O
CaAPr. G. H. WUCHTER, Ass't Surgeon,

Capr. A. V. SmrrH, Ass't Surgeon,
Wadsworth, O.

Capr. W. A. HoBBS, Ass't Surgeon,
Canton, O.
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Maj E.C. FARQUMAR, Surgeor), Zanesville, O.-
Ass’t Surgeon, Carpr. ALV
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JOHN R. McKINNEY.

A ATTORNEY-AT-LAW.

ReTURN AFTER 10 DAYS TO

‘-.J J. R. McKINNEY,

Attorney-at-Law,

M WOOSTER, OHIO.




X\

v

M

L

L%

o

5 [
/, \\
[ Y

v

B

v

n

> C

P

MAJ, FARQUHAR l;;}AD
2 .
In Hix Delirium He Addr
in W .
Ea.nesg"ri:\mrds to Dying Soldiers
i su:il'eo” Sept, 16.—Maj. ® i .
ment,.died:iﬂn qf the E!ghtil Oiﬁ .'I‘?az‘-
i - fewa_st night of g complics 0’ e
S, .;aaxtlfi DPheumonia "-Iedat;-(;il .
ot Ntiago last | * e
s fe':;rlml_med'xately taklﬂr:ighevenlng
dying st!rf"eon e el s s
Ii)ri:gd!cheerfng ﬁ'()jzl-]dqhifi delirium :}e(?é'rthe
dding  theg, "ords 0. the sick s ey
Would " g e e 5 | |
Years oq]?im:m%e ﬁé“;me alggil;zm%?e a‘i they |ting. Bring all of Webb Foots,” as President Lincolun called the
> : : ‘ .
Veteran of the civi a1l army ang i 'al men of 61 to 65, W ever they may be found, into our g d ship’s company, and
I & H | h | §

the oldest ang < : ; . i
yin us if they find us harmonious, charitable toward

essed Cheer.

3 p ¥
men in siasti 19
s : may

ters, i h other, and fraternal,

The history of the
is an unbroken record of success, ¢, and splendid se to our
It has alw been professionally i 1€ v front rank of the
ommanding abilities of its highest officers down through the line to
lever in tl o g s r people are beginning
to tl

Admiral Commanding.

{ E. HASKINS
and Fleet Secretary,
gton Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y.

MORTUARY RECORD.

mnson, of the Cushing Association, Port of Milwaukee, Wis., died
e served ¢ e U .« Hunchback 7 His funera weely at-

tended, for he was a good [rie nd and shipmate, and many will mourn 1

Shipmate James Patterson of the Nava teran iation, Port of Philadelphia, Pa.,
died July 17th H ved as chief engineer on the U ¢ Young Ro ’also

; 1y BExpediti y run a locom
Asi i 1eral was well at ended by the Naval V Assgociation and U. §
Grant Post, No. 5, G. A. R., of which he was als T
Shipmate Benjamin F. Fuller, of the Cumberland Ass d rt of New Bedford

Mass., died August 8th. He served on the U. 8. S. «Mi ota,” ¢ Seymour,”

a

« Brar i ¢« Ggars and Stripes” ¢ Hunchback,” ** Young America™ and

¢ Hetzel.”
Shipmate Samuel Benjamin, of the Cumberland eiation, t of New Bedford
8. d Sept. 3rd. He 1 r

¢ John Shannon, of the ¥ esot i f St. Paul, died on Sept
i from the Catholic

Sept
war in the

vir
nding, an Odd Fellow, Junior rder of Ameri
dsman hir ars’ § . He we

r with Spain, braving the ho

1

worked like a herc DT ES i in the 8th Ohio. At Mont uk Point he suc-
1bed to t 1 dis ; ¢ yneumonia, cansed his death.
wife died last April. T i ree S0 » thus left

C npa ir hour of

Shipmate Farquhar was Commoc of the National Associs dnrir

¥

a mark of respect, all Capstans.are ordered draped for the regular

INFORMATION WANTED

of anv naval apprent served ween Sept. 17th, 1864, and July

Fleet Secretar)
to the w cabout enry Wilson, who served on the U.
ss Henry J. Lyda, 929 N. 14 3t.. St. Louis, Mo.
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I.P.Fargquhar
Zanesvilleﬁohio.
Extend to the fanily of Doctor Farquhar my sincere sympathy
William Mc Kinley,.
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CAMP BLACK

HEMPSTEAD PLAINS, L. I.
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