1909: The Postal Year in Review

Purpose & Scope:

This exhibit illustrates the American postal system at an important point in its development. We will high-
light the wide variety of uses, rates, routes, and markings associated with US-originating mail for a single
year, 1909. Our scope extends across a wide variety of different postal mechanisms rather than being
restricted to a single focus which is then explored as it develops over time. Our approach will demon-
strate the extraordinary variety and complexity that a modern postal system possesses. By “freezing
time” and, at the same time, being expansive, in our examination of postal mechanisms, we will seek to

accomplish this.

Why 1909?
Because it was an important year-

‘The new Washington-Franklin series,
though introduced in late 1908, only
achieved general circulation in 1909.
This series’s “spare” modern design
contrasts its predecessor’s baroque
design.

«An “active” commemorative release
schedule. Three new commemorative
series were issued in a single year. A
first for the US. Previously, there may
have been multiple issues, but they
were all part of a single series.

‘The “blue paper” experiment

‘The use of “real” US Post Office perfo-
rated coils

‘Wide commercial use of privately pre-
pared coil stamps.

‘The “Merry Widow” special delivery
stamp arrival and withdrawal.

«Advances in the mechanization of the
postal system across a nation of 46
states & 10 possessions—in the form
of cancellations, coils, and how the
mail was transported.

A New Year

We start (appropriately) with a New Year’s card — January 1,1909 — usedd
locally with Durant, lowa — hand stamp cancel — correctly franked with a 1¢
1902 2nd Bureau series stamp

Organization:

» Uses of stamps & postal stationery
- Stamps & Stationery
« New Issues
«  Withdrawal

- Rates

« Destinations

 Types of Uses

- Means of Carriage

- Markings L

Key items are framed in red




Uses of stamps & postal stationery Transition
Stamps

1909 was a transitional year.

Although known as the “1908 Series”, only the 1¢ & 2¢ 3rd Bureau stamps (the Washington-Franklin series) are actually known with uses in 1908.
Hence, uses of the “old” 2nd Bureau series were plentiful during much of 1909 as stocks were worked down.

An “Early” Use of the 3rd Bureau Series

Boston, Mass to Cincinnati, Ohio
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The earliest known use for the 2¢ sheet
stamp is December 3,1908

note: this is the only item not
dating from 1909 contained in
this exhibit.

“Late” Uses of the 2nd Bureau Series
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2nd Bureau “late” uses

2nd Bureau 5¢

Boston, Mass to Port of Spain, Trinidad, originally sent to Jamaica
and forwarded onto Trinidad

5¢ UPU rate for a 1stclass letter
April 13,1909
International machine cancel

2nd Bureau 13¢
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Boston, Mass to Bangor, Wales, UK sent
by way of New York, via London to Bangor,
Wales.
13¢ pays the registry fee of 8¢ plus the 5¢
UPU 1st class letter rate
January 20,1909.
Use of a domestic Boston 1549A REGISTRY
LaBeL. The New York registry label applied in
the NY exchange office. On the back there is
a London transit mark, February 2,1909. Cu-
rious routing through the NY Exchange Office
rather than out of Boston’s

Chicago, lll to Canton, Oh

15¢ pays the 10¢ registry fee and double-weight-
ed 1st class of 4¢, 1¢ over-franking out of conve-
nience.

November 20,1909

Chicago registry hand stamp




Envelopes
Postal stationery

During 1909, postal stationery envelopes were in wide use, the 1¢, 2¢, 4¢ and 5¢ denominations being in production.

1¢ Envelope

| New York, NY to Melbourne, Australia
1¢ pays the printed matters UPU rate
International machine cancel

1909

Postage for return will be sent
on notice after 5 days to
INTERNATIONAL BANKING CORPORATION
60 Wall Street,
NEW YORK, N. Y.

e
£ 4:3\
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The circular date stamp bears no time
or date, as is normal for this class of
mail. UPU 1¢ printed matter rate to
Australia.

UNICN BANK OF AUSTRALIAS»kTD
MELBOURNE>»

AUSTRALTIA
2¢ Envelope
Troy, NY (s : 1
2¢ envelope pays 1st class service
July 30.1909 FINANCE COMMITTEE
International machine cancel HUDSON-FULTON CELEBRATION
' TROY, N. Y.
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4¢ envelope

After 3 days, return to
P. 0. BOX 1505,
NEW YORK, N. Y.

el

New York, NY local
12¢ pays 8¢ registry fee & double weight 1st
class letter rate of 4¢

5¢ envelope July 14,1909
- New York, Hudson Terminal registry hand stamp

i MAURETANIA.
HALLGARTEN & CO.,
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New York, NY to Brussels, Belgium

L /fg /4%% ' 5¢ UPU letter rate to Belgium

December 21,1909

International machine cancel
m ~ S




Postal Cards
1¢ Postal Cards

1902 Series Postal Cards

Chicago, lll to Santiago, Cuba
1¢ pays the treaty rate to Cuba
December 30,1909

1907 Series Postal Cards

(w/o correspondence space on left)

THE SPACE BELOW IS FOR THE ADDRESS CONLY.
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New York, NY to Batavia, Java, Dutch
East Indies

2¢ pays UPU post card rate to Java
July 17,1909

Minnesota Lake, Wis to Mapleton, Wis
Ovate duplex hand stamp cancel
June 21,1909

Only with the passage of the
Act of March 1907 were mes-
sages on the left permitted, in
coordination with the UPU.
In this case the “message”
was a photograph.
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Brooklyn, NY to Manchester, UK
2¢ pays the UPU rate to the UK

This is a postal card with a paid reply card
included

September 3,1909
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New York, NY to Stuttgart, Germany
2¢ pays UPU rate to Germany
May 14,1909

2¢ Postal Cards

1879 International Series Postal Cards

= POSTAL CARD WITH PAID REPLY: Carie Posizlo avecBéraase Paye & s
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Further Washington-Franklin uses.....(6¢, 8¢, 10¢ & 15¢)

New. Bedford, Mass to Dunedin, New [
Zealand
13¢ pays 5¢ UPU rate & 8¢ registry fee N
March 23,1909 i
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Alameda, Ca to San Francisco, Ca sent registry
10¢ pays 2¢ 1st class rate & 8¢ registry fee
March 24,1909

New York, NY to Munich, Germany

15¢ pays UPU rate & 10¢ registry fee

December 14,1909

Hand stamp cancel & New York Exchange Office label
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'50¢ Washington-Franklin

Philadelphia, Penn to Chicago, lll
hand stamps

sent registered

franked with a total of $1.08
October 21,1909

[ 10¢ | [ 15¢ |
S N

susa i
g

schematic

Eartiest DocumenTtep Use For THE 50¢

$1 Washington-Franklin
g : Fairbanks, Alaska to San Francisco, Ca

ki total franking of $1.24 with the dated

i use of the $1 3rd Bureau stamp

tag from the Washington-Alaska Bank
in Fairbanks to Wells Fargo in San

y Francisco
July 12,1909




Booklet stamps were also produced...

Booklet Stamps

1¢ Booklet Stamps on Envelope

| Nortons, Ore to Coors County, Ore

franked by two 1¢ 3rd Bureau series defini-
tives sourced from the bottom of a booklet

July 8,1909
canceled by a steel four-bar hand stamp

2¢ Booklet Stamps
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New York, NY to Lake Placid, NY

a mourning cover franked by two 2¢ 3rd Bu-
reau series definitives sourced from the bottom
of a booklet.

February 19,1909
canceled by ovate duplex hand stamp

New York, NY to Worcester, Mass

1¢ 3rd Bureau stamp taken from the bottom
left hand corner of a booklet pane, satisfying
the domestic post card rate

March 3,1909

International machine cancel




Schermack, Type lil, 2™ Bureau 2¢
from Chicago, Ill i e i S S e i — :
1st class with 1903 2nd Bureau “shield” | TURN AFTER FIVE DAYS T0 Cotieg
2¢, type Il with Schermack Type Il private :,i? ;"_sj{i:mGU'E-, ‘WARNER & COMPANY,
perforations | = CHICAGO.
January 4,1909 |

International machine cancel

o e carro
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Schermack Type lll, 2¢ Lincoln Memorial

Chicago, lll to Milwaukee, Wis
1st class service

February 19,1909
International machine cancel.

EarLiesT DocuMENTED USE
2¢ LincoLNn MemoriAL witH ScHERMACK Il PRIVATE PERFORATIONS




Star Plates

Flat plate printing required the use of dampened paper. Upon drying, very frequently, the paper would shrink in an uneven fashion making per-
foration difficult. Frequently, the entire sheet was not usable.

The blue paper experiment was one attempt to address this issue. Another response was the slight adjustment to the spacings between
stamps on the plate. The so-called star plates had 3mm spacing for the six outer most columns, 2mm spacing was used otherwise.

3mm & 2mm Margin Spacing

f

2mm 3mm

This is a USPOD issued horizontal imperforate coil strip.

3mm & 2mm Margin Spacing

o 3

Ui PO S TAGE |
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Seattle, Wa to Yokohama, Japan,

forwarded to Hong Kong the strip of 5 Lincoln Memorials demon-
11¢ total franking pays the 30z strate the 3mm and 2 mm spacing used
UPU rate in the attempt to better control paper

March 27,1909 shrinkage.

Note the star in the imprint to the left of
the plate number designation




Lincoln Memorial Issue
Early Uses on Cover

Postmasters were instructed to issue the Lincoln Memorial stamp on February 12,1909, the 100th anniversary of Lincoln’s birth. But, at that time,
post offices were not as scrupulous about first days as later would later be the case, and a small number of covers are dated prior to the official

first day.

Springfield, lito EaruEsT DOCUMENTED Use ~ February 8,1908
Allon:l 2¢ 1909 Lincoln Memorial stamp 4 ovale dUpli);rngg
days prior to official issuance
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~February 9,1909
International machine cancel
using a hand cranked machine

OnLy Pre-DATE THIS ISSUE WITH
DousLe-WEIGHT FRANKING
two 2¢ 1909 Lincoln Memorial stamps 3
days prior to official issuance

Paris, Tex to
New York, NY




The “Merry Widow”
Stamp Withdrawal

JOSEPH MYERS COMPANY
Art, Wall Paper aud Frames

917 C STREET TAcoMA, WASH.

In June 1909, the "Merry Widow" special delivery stamp was removed 4 S
from production by order of the new incoming PMG. The official ratio- = WWM @
nale being confusion on account of its green color and that letters so —~

franked were not reliably receiving SD service.
Perhaps the genuine reason was truculence on the part of POD em- ' : —

ployees who resented the non-employee who designed this stamp. / 5 . 6/ i / 5 = f W / 3‘ ,(,4 ,4%

The old 1902 blue special delivery stamp was returned to service as a :

reprint. : / W W {

The new 1909 printing cannot be distinguished from the original 1902 ; 4{ <7

printing without reference to the plate numbers (if it is still attached).  [_ b ——— |
Shortly after reintroduction, everyone got completely confused over this issue and the USPOD added a "09" to the suffix of the Tacoma, Wa to New York, NY

plate number, entirely unnecessarily as they all later realized. As above, plate 5243 is a new plate never issued prior to 1909. Plate 12¢ paid 1st class & special delivery

5243-09 is the same plate but with a revised plate number being engraved.

The Merry Widow was neither demonetized or withdrawn from sale, offices sold through their stocks. So both the ] i ) )
Merry Widow and the reprint circulated at the same time. For a period. With a typical cross-country delivery time of 5
days, it took 4 days to go from Tacoma to the

We cannot distinguish between the use of a 1902 series SD stamp on cover from 1909 reprint without reference to NY-Chi RP hi id implv del
the date of use and even then, that would remain conjectural. This cover, being stamped July 7, could be franked with g e;ffg; Tac%n:; ;C: dwggo ;:Zﬁ Cﬁmg w
the reprinted stamp. While entirely possible and plausible given the volume of mails at Tacoma, there is no way for us

to prove this point one way or the other.
But given volumes at Tacoma, one could point to this being a reprint. Presumably.

Special Delivery to Cuba, Treaty Rate

July 7,1909

Chicago, lll to Havana, Cuba
12¢ paid treaty rate to Cuba & special delivery
July 2,1909

please note the use of the green Merry Widow
stamp on an envelope dated July 2. Evidentially,
Chicago had sufficient supply of this issue that
they had not yet switched over to the re-issued
1909 blue special delivery issue.




Rates

A wide variety of rates were in effect

Drop Letter Rate with a 1¢ stamp

‘Domestic Rates
Drop, Post & Postal Cards
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Washington, DC local

1¢ blue paper 3rd Bureau stamp pays the
local drop rate

March 6,1909

1¢ Post Card Rate - Postal Card

THE SPACE BELOW IS FOR THE ADDRESS ONLY.

New York, NY to
Bridgeport, Conn
February 1,1909

International machine
cancel

Fond du Lac, Wis to Chicago, lli

July 20, 1909

please note special markings of
the Chicago Tube system, the “N.
Western Tube Sta” as this picture
post card traversed Chicago on its
way from Wisconsin.

Intra-Chicago handling was via
pneumatic tube system.




Bisect on Post Card & 1st Class Letter
Special Delivery rate

2¢ Bisect paying the 1¢ Post Card Rate

S

1st Class Letter

As A BISECT ON THE FIRST DAY OF ISSUE,
THIS COVER IS UNIQUE

Washington, DC to Shirley, Mass
1st class rate with a blue paper 2¢ 3rd Bureau stamp
April 11, 1909

Special Delivery

Boston, Mass to Yonkers, NY

the 10¢ special delivery fee paid via the special
delivery stamp, in addition to the 2¢ 1% class rate
In other words, the special delivery fee is additive
to the 1%t class rate for a letter.

This item was sent via the Boston street car
system to Yonkers. As special delivery, this com-
bination is somewhat unusual

October 4,1909




Free Frank, 3™ & 4" Class

Congressional Free Frank

%
Ttowse of

3 Class Domestic
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2076 E. Orleans Street,
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Washington, DC to Phila-
delphia, Penn

sent free by US Rep. Her-
bert Parsons

New York, NY to Greenport, NY

1¢ 2nd Bureau stamp pays the
3" class rate

1909 March 25,1909
International machine cancel

Phoenix, Arizona Territory
to Mindanao, Philippines

This packet, sent at the
4th class rate (1¢ per oz
or 2oz in this example),
from the Arizona Territory
to the Philippines, origi-
nally included 14 picture
post card views of Arizona
dispatched as a packet.
Although separated by
7,629 miles, for two US
territories, regular US do-
mestic rates prevailed.

June 28,1909




On November 1,1909 the registry fee was increased from 8¢ to 10¢

Registry Fee

_g_: Recustrv Rate

National Soldiers

R

Home (Togus), Me | | e ¢ 5

to Providence, RI o g”:}’

The 8¢ registry fee o . ]

is paid by the 8¢ il

3 Bureau issue e /h:”‘ o

stamp and the 1 Ly Lo iy

class service being — e

paid for by the 2¢ leiv: o

stamp. ’{ g )

In other words, the e i
registry fee is addi- e scap, St ; fie
tive to the 1%t class \ i :

rate for a letter. ot Zoa Sl G

September 18,1909

10¢ Registry Rate
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FirsT DAY oF NEw RaATE

1 New York, NY

to Utica, NY

12¢ pays the
10¢ registry fee
& 2¢ 1st class
letter rate

November
1,1909




Africa
Egypt, Congo & Natal

Wilmington, Del to Cairo, Egypt
2¢ post card UPU rate
August 1,1909

Canceled with an “International” machine cancel. Tran-
sit mark at Port Said

ngton, Del,
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Gallagher & BEro

Made in

No, AL 426 Published by J. J
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§ Yonkers, NY to Maritzburg, Natal, South Africa

: ® 2¢ post card UPU rate
£ NN August 30,1909
}j e, : 2 T T e Canceled with an ovate hand stamp, Maritzburg re-
| R N Wi e ceiver hand stamp
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2 8 by Cﬂmﬂyy Columbia rectilinear cancel applied

: \\\ £ in the US and a local Congo hand
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Haiti, Peru & Suriname

Haiti

Mount Oliver, Penn to Port au Prince, Haiti
2¢ UPU post card rate

“E* November 28,1909
i o Flag machine cancel

This ;pacé for
- ,/‘ Ez . 4 .

i

2015 Pub, by C. ¥. Fisher, Ashtabuls, Ohio. Pr

Suriname
T ¥ = o x
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\_// San Francisco, Ca to Lima, Peru
b 3 ™ 5¢ UPU letter rate to Peru
&g £y May 19,1909
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( i Z T €7 5 /{ =) New York, NY to Paramaribo, Suriname
[ . 13¢ pays the triple-weight (30z) UPU rate
</ A e e o June 25,1909
=, = 7 Ovate hand stamp cancels
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International Destinations
Western Hemisphere
Columbia, Argentina & Guatemala

Columbia

Cleveland, Oh to Cali, Columbia
2¢ post card UPU rate ‘
November 1,1909 T s _«t\,’

Flag slogan machine cancel
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Weehawken, NJ to Buenos Aires, Argentina """T_*ﬁ_“f} U‘ = ’EL &1 C Bf’ o

13¢ paid UPU letter rate & registry fee of

8¢ note use of 1886 4¢ “Jackson” postal ¥ i

stationery envelope plus an 8¢ 2nd Bureau TS AR RR OB {’ § g

stamp and a 1¢ 3rd Bureau stamp i Decin 22’7“ % 7 :

June 4,1909 |

hand stamp cancels

s Vi e

Ma,é;&_r

McKinney, Cal to Guatemala, Central America,
via New Orleans
August 4,1909

Canceled with type 2 Doane hand stamp, New
Orleans International machine transit stamp




Alaska, Samoa, & The Canal Zone

} Metlakatla, Alaska Territory to Seattle, Wa

16¢ paid quadruple weight (8¢) & registry fee (8¢)
May 17,1909

Type 2 Doane hand cancel

X I & B 419 /
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|. E: 170 Mason Bros. & Co., Boston, Mass.

Samoa
Lynn, Ma to Paraiso, Canal Zone,
redirected to Culebra
domestic 1¢ post card rate
March 21,1909
International machine cancel in Lynn,
transit ovate hand stamp in Paraiso, CZ,
additional transit ovate hand stamp in
Alcon, CZ.
Tau, Samoa to Binghamton, NY
June 23,1909
type 3 Doane hand stamp cancel
Only three recorded strikes of this postmark This American Samoa post office was very

small and operated from 1905 to 1915,
generating very little mail.




Guam, Philippines, Hawaii & Midway

Possession (Guam via Manila) to the Mainland

Guam to Newark, NY, via Manila, Philippines Islands }
2¢ domestic 1st class letter rate
April 2,1909 A e

4 bar hand cancel ; - /i APR
on the back there is a Manila transit hand stamp o

A. C. Roessler, " .. >
10 Clay St.;
NEWARK; N. J.
£ g  U.SA.

T

LA

ehlarged by 25%

Hawaii to Midway
e : Honolulu, Hawaii Territory to Midway

: Island, North Pacific Ocean
0ST CARD.

2¢ domestic 1st class letter rate
il March 25,1909
Ovate hand stamps cancel

THIS SIDE FOR CORRESPONDENCE . THE ADDRESS TO BA

in 1909, Easter
felf on April 11,
16 days after this
post card was
posted.

i




Territorial & Possessions Uses
Arizona Territory, Philippines & Puerto Rico

Arizona Territory

Phoenix, Arizona Territory to Prescott,
Arizona Territory e e

correctly franked with a 2¢ Lincoln Memo- T Etoee

rial stamp for domestic 1 Class service 3

days after first issue

February 15,1909

Flag machine cancel

FOURTH AVE. AND WASHINGTON ST.
PHOENIX, ARIZ.

Puerto Rico

-

HAsociacion Médica de Puerto-Rico.

PRESIDENCIA.

e
L& = / T
T A & Ao
%A u’i/ém 7 gl

Bayamon, Puerto Rico to Geneva, Switzerland

convenience over-franked with three 2¢ Alaska Yukon
stamps, the UPU letter rate to Switzerland was 5¢.

July 27,1909
canceled with a four-bar hand stamp.

Philippines

3 TO

4 £, M. D.
[ 5, 115 N. DETROIT STREET
KENTON, OHIO

Kenton, Oh to Nueva Cacerea, b -
Philippine Islands Vi

correctly franked with a 2¢ Lincoln
Memorial stamp for domestic 1%
Class service

March 12,1909 7, y
Doremus machine cancel :




Destinations Within the 46 States

These domestic, territorial and international destinations help give a sense of the size and complexity of the US postal network which spanned
the entirety of the Nation and much of the World.

Spanning the Continent

Bryn Mawr, Pa to Fruitvale, = : ————e— 1
Alameda County, Ca o=

2¢ 1st class rate

February 15,1909
INTERNATIONAL MACHINE CANCEL,
USING A HAND CRANKED MODEL

Intra-state

After 5 days Return 16

GEO. W. YERKS CO., s
ALBANY, N. Y. m%
< FER16
S s-pm )

90D

H.Long & Son,

Coeymans,

N.Y.

Albany, NY to Coeymans, NY
February 16,1909 =

INTERNATIONAL ELECTRICALLY POW-
ERED MACHINE CANCEL

‘cdagEny %

Stapleton, Staten Island, NY to Tomp-
kinsville, Staten Island, NY a distance of
0.4 miles

April 7,1909
Flag machine cancel
use of a “coLLARED” COVER




FDC & Special Delivery Mixed Franking—Canada/US __

-

| .-,' s ! g
e ——————————————————————— f-ia ‘\"‘\'?5‘4“- | i
" . ¥ L] ko ) /ﬂ—;‘\
Montclair, NJ to Montreal, Canada, redirected to S > Al ¢ L (S *,%3_? S
Lake Placid, NY $ a9 ‘ s( JUN 477\ i
= 2. —M G
A letter with dual currency franking N = = e, e
B, e

June 4,1909

International machine cancel applied in US, hand
stamps in Canada
Originally franked with a 2¢ 3° Bureau stamp paying the treaty
rate to Canada, once it arrived in Canada was redirected back
to the US, to Lake Placid in northern New York and, as such,
required the addition of Canadian postage

Mixed Franking-UK/USA Post Card

rw

k

POST CARD{

For Inland Postﬁge only. 0 The address to
This space may be used fgrco res;:ond:len}é. g
(P¥si office Eee\t;ula.[ug;‘n).1 U 3

Y0 oW

: ’ cti\ § ' R WP A B TN

3
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- }k‘ i $ .
. N Q ) \ 1
5 NS J P W prsal %
L \ Jllre= 77’2W{7L.4%;, ,/,;‘_//L
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THER 3y N ‘ GE ni ECEIpy A7
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G 3 frodomer—<le
Pl f Fremretoceri—
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Mixed Franking-Canada/USA

0 " ; ,\/-,” b (/] ”i,f_q
/? 128%) é L% "’% 9_/5{1 /%é"‘e,',

p e A

b $.&.

UK to Wallingford, Vt via New York, NY

August 15(?),1909

The picture post card was evidentially franked in the UK with sufficient postage:
two ed KEVII stamps which met the UPU rate of 1d, but were not canceled.
Given how scrupulous the UK GPO usually was with canceling stamps, it is

fair to.surmise that the PPC was not posted in the UK, but rather hand carried
across the Atlantic and posted in New York City.

Once in NY it appears to have initially entered the mail stream without US post-
age, just the two GB stamps. The PPC was then held by the NYPOD awaiting
postage from the recipient, that postage received on August 18, the PPC was
forwarded to its proper destination in Vermont.

The “FORWARDED UPON RECEIPT OF POSTAGE DUE (NYPOID)"was added in
New York as was the initial hand stamp CDS and killer on August 13. The 1¢
3rd Bureau issue stamp was added on August 18 and a second CDS and killer

was then added prior to delivery.




Canada, Cuba, & Mexico

Treaty Rate to Canada

Melrose Highlands, Mass to Chatham,
Ontario, Canada

Letter Treaty rate with Canada was 2¢
rather than the 5¢ UPU rate

October 20,1909
ovate hand stamp cancel

e
J,@V - (/ b _-c;,/ ?

Treatv rate to Cuba B. ¢ Robinscn ' Manaaer

AR N
= [Treee 2 o\ New York, NY to Havana, Cuba and then redi-
; \ 1BPM ~ | rected within Havana
&c“/ | 2¢ letter treaty rate with Cuba
February 3,1909
SMr. D. A. Fox, Treaty Rate to Mexico
St Harlan, >
A 8-San. Tonacio o S Yerrr, /(’:—(m?,\
? A Block, 715 TON
~ { . \
Sy, P APR. {19 -B-COPM) |
Cuba.s \\ /
Chicago, Il to San Luis Potpsi, ‘
MQXICO ?C(\J...!:‘\: J—Jo A'u.bg._,’ :‘ﬁ'\:'ia,
Letter treaty rate of 2¢ rather
than the 5¢ UPU rate Care of Lic. Marino Palan,
April 19,1909 7 Sekaad AEETO
Cummlns machine Cancel : O eum. T:‘,“ is )C -0 5 3 ' Wi I\;O [
|
J




International Rates
UPU Rates
Post Card & Letter Rates

UPU Post Card Rate

New York, NY to Vienna, Austria
. o 2¢ UPU post card rate
This SpaceTor N\ ¥ A -l October 18,1909

Wrilipg Messagel= [I)AN Tt ‘ _ _
Y S%L VRN PNy #=| International machine cancel

TH1s Sipe Fox THE ADDRFESS

UPU Letter Rate

FAmerican FAntbropological ZElssociation
%o B. TALBOT B. HYDE, Treas.
CeNTURY CLu, 7 WEsT 43rD ST.
NEw YoORK

)

New York, NY to 5¢ UPU letter rate paid by 2¢ April 5,1909

La Plata, Argentina postal stationery & addition of two International machine cancel
adhesives




Treaty Rates
UK & Germany

2¢ Treaty Rate to the UK

San Francisco, Cal to London, UK (
2¢ 2nd Bureau “shield” type 1l pays
treaty rate with the UK

January 8,1909

International machine cancel

1908 CHrisTMAS SEAL, TYPE |
at this time it was contrary to postal
regulation to use the seal on the front.

2¢ Treat Rate to Germany

New York to Berlin via Bremen, Ger-
many by way of the Norddeutscher
Lloyd Line Kronprinzessin Cecilie
The treaty rate was 2¢ for a letter
taken via direct streamer to Germa-
ny rather than the usual 5¢ UPU rate
October 11,1909

ovate duplex hand stamp

Jeeart




Destinations | International Destinations
| Europe

the UK, ltaly & Germany
United Kingdom

Italian Earthquake Relief Label

yAioaselman & Co,, New York,

Great Barrington, Mass January 25,1909

Flag machine
cancel
2¢ 2nd Bureau stamp with an ltalian Earthquake Relief label
used to gather support for the Red Cross's efforts providing
aid for victims of the December 28,1908 Messina earthquake.

Bl el Between 75,000 and 200,000 lives were lost.
Washington, DCto  Unusual use of the blue paper April 3,1909
London, UK Lincoln Memorial to a foreign International
destination machine cancel

Jamaica, NY to Germany

November 2,1909

Ovate hand stamp cancels

Printed Matters UPU rate >140z<160z

(Total franking of 7¢, with the UPU rate
for Printed Matter being set at 1¢ per
2oz, it would imply with this newspaper
weighted more than 140z but less that
160z.).




Hungary, Switzerland & Russia

New York, NY to Esztergom, Hungary
(on the Czech border)

2¢ paid UPU post card rate to Hungary
June 3,1909
International machine cancel

Switzerland

E{ ) \éi { cuiosa de Pﬁérto Rico.
e | 47/@07”’/’ L

‘le Skle fof M Address unle ;7,,10,,,/1—’5/ 0’3 L ﬂ s t/é/’Z& ﬂ%gq a
iy B ﬁ | i Ao
i / Y C A
Bayamon, Puerto Rico to Geneva, /
Switzerland J(/ch Gl am ne JZ-
6¢ overpaid the 5¢ UPU rate to

Switzerland /o
September 28,1909 é
N V€

Four-bar hand stamp cancel

Russia | _ | %4@«&« A

FROM
The Hanover National Bank, o &
NEW YORK.

@ Postmaster will please retun if not called
for within five daya.

New York, NY to Suwalki, Russia (present day

Poland)
5¢ pays the UPU letter rate to Russia
{.Scheinmann,Esq., April 6,1909
s UW AL K I International machine cancel
Russia. stamp bears a perfin, “HNB” for the sender, the

Hanover National Bank

The “SS Lucania” is actually the RMS Lucania, a
Cunard passenger ship, whose last voyage would
take place in July 1909 after having served as one

of Cunard’s main passenger vessels




Constantinople
AFTER 10 DAYS, RETURN TO
SALES DEPT. e ol
E, P. GLEASON MFG. CO., R »@-\
; 4 “pec 6 2%
387 MuURRAY STREET, ’(Z 630PM 59
NEw YoRK. e X s /f
\ /902~
"’ j s -F-n:*‘u""'ﬂf
e
o

3 - Cbuf@pbulos,

9’@/// - / &5._- Tunnel Passagse,

Pera-Constantincple,

ﬂi’i‘_

Salt Lake City to Marash, Syria, cur-
rently in Turkey, then part pf the Otto-
man Empire

5¢ 2nd Bureau pays UPU rate to the
Ottoman Empire

March 20,1909, received April 23,1909

Malta

‘UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. |

- Turkey,

Ottoman Empire & Malta

New York, NY to Constantinople, Ottoman
Empire

5¢ 3 Bureau pays the UPU rate to the
Ottoman Empire

December 6,1909

Wilton, NH to Valletta, Malta, via Boston and London
sent registered, Boston exchange office label

16¢ paid double-weight UPU letter rate (8¢) plus
registry of 8¢

Boston exchange label, plus a “REGISTERED RE-
TURN RECEIPT DEMANDED” hand stamp on the
front.

August 16,1909

The back has transit stamps from Boston and London
and a receiver hand stamp from Valletta.




China & Korea

US Postal Agency - Shanghai

'{%‘?\’C’f‘[—SCHEERERG. |
O Y447

-

Shanghai China
to New York

10¢ 2nd Bureau stamp pays the 2¢
domestic first class and 8¢ registry fees

Korea

August 12,1909
hand stamps

L : )
New York, NY to Pekin, China

The 5¢ franking exceeds the UPU post card rate of 2¢
April 27,1909

Chinese receiving hand stamp on both front and back,
canceled in the US with an International machine

Washington, DC to Seoul, Korea
2¢ UPU post card rate to Korea
April 28,1909

International machine cancel
back stamped on both front and back,
in blue, in “Corea”

RARE USE OF THE BLUE PAPER 2¢ 3RD BUREAU TO A FOREIGN

DESTINATION




French Indochina & US mail from Chiha

to French Indochina

Williamsport, Ind to Saigon, French
Indochina

2¢ UPU post card rate to French
Indochina

July 21,1909
canceled with a hand stamp

798F 0 O 0

Yangtze Patrol to West Virgina

s ey —— e AR 1 from the USS Helena to Beechwood, West Va.
E’;\ DR Franked with the “old” 2" Bureau 2¢ issue and ap-
AN POSTEARL & /o' s sV parently mailed while in Hong Kong
A UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE = - July 10,1909
TS : b A M ! .
§§ For Writing. \ ﬂl;nr\ﬂddress Four-bar ship’ s hand stamp cancel
:-.:§ %‘””f : N R
g,/(mﬂ/aﬁf’éﬂ _Z‘/’é“'/-’- % ..... /QMZM ,ﬁal/mm/
e T el e 2
5 e ,ﬂ) R W 2 2l
NS £ ST iyl s #
!%j‘ e et N 2 2hlPd- 7/ .
RE el ocoane | -
| j:%% Az he A2 clocert | USS Helena (PG-9)
i o FLosik ol coovtil B et oo ars '
| “{& Ao b JJ%’/L » , The USS Helena (PG-9) was a large gun-
| M,’/'“"Z’L Lo fond i R s | boat that served as part of the South China
1 ;ﬂwf/ @d AL ! L) | Squadrons and specifically on the Yangtze
LR e o S VAL i River Patrol, 1908 to 1910.




Java, Dutch East Indies

Pacific Rim

o
)L T

v S, PARKHU

UMTED STATES 0p 4 HERICA.

[vOOL EXCHANGE,

l.,/b

RST & CO

NEW YOREK.

NEW  YORK, ¥, v,
EW YORK, N, .
No. 243171

HAIR

USS New York (in NYC) to Auckland New Zealand
2¢ UPU post card rate

September 28,1909

4-bar ship’s hand stamp cancel

Picture post card from a US naval vessel, USS New York, based in
the Atlantic, to Auckland, New Zealand

The USS New York was in NY Harbor for the Hudson Fulton Cele-
bration.

Japan

le in Germany.

| QﬂLJ RMOL

] New York, NY to Java, Dutch Indies, by way of Lon-
don

13¢ pays the UPU letter rate to Java (5¢) and the 8¢
registry fee.

New York Exchange office label

April 5,1909

Back stamped in London and Meester-Cornelis, Java

;Z New Zealand from NY Harbor

Utica, NY to Tokyo, Japan
2¢ UPU post card rate to Japan
October 4,1909

International machine cancel applied in the US
Tokyo hand stamp receiver

The violet crayon characters provide delivery instructions with
the recipient’s address and town in Japanese Kanji, these are
written over a local Kanji receiving postmark.




Types of Uses Personal Correspondence

It might appear too obvious to mention, but a postal system requires users and uses for the mail sent through that network. We attempt to cap-
ture here the flavor of each via the samples shown.

A Valentine (Sent as an FDC)

New York to Milford, Ct
February 12,1909
Hand stamp cancel
Only known use of a Lincoln

FDC with an enclosed
Valentine’s Day card.

A Simple Personal Post Card |

Boston, Mass. and Germar

Portland, Me to Concord, NH

horizontally perforated coil 1¢ pays post
card rate

| Vi Je July 18,1909

N s (
o
I f\ \ '{'_ =k "
“ = = ,x:’#' |

litan New

N

)
4
N

Tiny Rice Paper Envgloge_ =

N

THIB SIDE IS FOR THE ADDRESS.

Grand Island, Nebr local

July 13,1909

flag machine cancel
a tiny, rice paper envelope and stationery in
the “Asian” style, franked with a 2¢ Alaska
Yukon stamp




s

-0

PURLISHED BY THE NORTH DAKOTA BOOK & STATIONERY

Hotel Picture Post Card

e AL POSR CAR

[e]
wk, !/ JULI=7

Tris Seace ror Con 1:1-:53:(1}:111%.}‘"!-‘80%3

FARGO, NORTH DAKOTA

Fargo, ND to Milwaukee, Wis
Hotel picture post card
July 24,1909

— | flag machine cancel

Milwaukee, Wis to Elkhart Lake, Wis

December 21,1909
1909 series Wisconsin Christmas seal,
tied by the International machine cancel

East Northfield, Mass to Clinton, NY
June 25,1909
Doremus machine cancel




Types of Uses

A “Mourning” Cover

Personal Correspondence

Troy, Penn to Wellsburg, NY

2¢ Hudson Fulton stamp 2 days prior to
official issuance

September 23,1909
ovate bar duplex hand stamp
mourning cover

EARLIEST KNOWN USE FOR THIS STAMP,
1 oF 3 KNOWN

October 18,1909

Rural Free Delivery

—“‘EJ!_‘)‘ #?&: I.

T N s i SR oncs eI T

. Sheboygan Falls,  12¢, equal to 8¢ registry
Wisconsin and 4¢ for double-weight
first class.

part of a large correspondence, all blocks of six, many with plate
numbers in the margin

contents were almost certainly cash sent in support of overseas
missionaries to or from a philatelist.

Moscow, Ky to Fulton, Ky

May 12,1909

type 3 Doane handstamp cancel

hand stamp “R.F.D. No. 1.” applied to front




Governmental Correspondence

Official Letter sent Registered

- .

20 L_8- <y -3
Department of fhe Interior.

UNITED STATES LAND OFFICE,

\il At sl
WV atarvil
S B 'i.'Q;U’i"bli'!‘g‘

1

~ {t.‘:‘, alh
;‘Gr \Jj d';:—ﬁé'!!:

(W9
LD

>

{

&

—— F i
.
/ /
\

Sent On THe PenuLtiMaTE DAY Prior To THE CHaNnGE IN THE Reaistry Fee To 10¢

Waterville, Wa local

Official letter not requiring franking for
. 18t class service, but being sent via reg-
GPO Penalty Cover-Stenciled Address istry required the addition of 8¢ postage
] for the registry fee
s October 30,1909
AL By ;
GoVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE s S"\ﬁ“)\, hand stamp cancel
OFFICE OF o AR \priarvsn
SUPERINTENDENT OF DOCUMENTS e JiTO AVOTD PAYMENTE || % G POSTAGE $3001
WASHINGTON
OFFICIAL BUSINESS ] : -
: Washington, DC to Butler, Penn
@7 sent free as official mail
} @ July 14,1909
B ‘
/ This cover and its penalty clause was engraved
& printed by the GPO. Only their envelopes
- were printed in this manner.
:‘:‘ The address was prepared on an Elliott stencil
f.,__f P o address machine. An early form of semi-auto-
" f’ffje et b o mation.
5 < L % 'wi‘-:. - '- ‘ "—.::- ._'.-‘1' A g QE
[\




Use of Governmental Envelopes

Penalty Envelope -Personal Use

Washington, DC to Chicago, Il | £ *gurean of Soits.

1st class letter using a blue paper 2¢ 3™ Bureau
stamp on a penalty cover being used personally

April 19, 1909
ovate hand stamp cancel

MILTON WHITNEY,

Depa

Free Frank-Personal Use (Paid)

~ A A~ "
Ftouse of Depresentatives G S

7o g FU;&T;—‘")!i"lf:.*l‘;f"r‘ L YA
o 7 o~ y
OFFICIAL BUSINESS FREE. 953 APR 8~ ;,E’/ — o :
= T % \\.‘. . o
830PM P R~
= D o i,
o092~ e —

f e

e T
r.D.%.Hughes,

I
= |

Danville

!

WASHINGTON

FREE

Washington, DC to Philadelphia, Penn

sent free by US Senator Albert J.
Beveridge, who represented Indiana
from 1899 to 1911

June 1,1909

rtment of Agriculturs®,
Washington, D. &

U. S. DEPARTMENT

OF AGRICULTURE.

Mr. H. M. Clark

?
536 Postal Telegraph Building,

Chicago, Illinois.

Washington, DC to Danville, Ga

April 8,1909

a scarce use of the 2¢ bluish paper issue
being sent on a House of Representa-
tives envelope sent without use of the
free frank

Congressional Free Frank

TINITED STATES SENATE




Business Correspondence

Business Reply Envelope to Berne, Switzerland

Washington, DC to Berne, Switzerland

Printed Matter mailing to Switzerland, franked H =
s ' NTRAG B
with the 1¢ 3 Bureau stamp, the UPU rate for i GESGHA",? 2 r

3% class mail. W% PERSONLICHEN UBERLEGUNG.
December 10,1909 ANTWORT POSTWENDEND.

This is a response to a business proposition previ-
ous sent to the sender.

1910 Christmas Seal J )

A=

RETURN IN S DAYSTO

THE WY H.HOEGEE CO. S S
ine. {< pEC 10 :\
138-140-142 S.MAIN ST. 12 730pM =
|137-139-141 S.LOS ANGELES ST. L o
LOS ANGELES,CAL. 5 no

Los Angeles, Cal to San Francisco, Cal
December 10,1909
sent with a 1910 series Christmas seal

e ik oS e "Collared" Envelope

LU CALIFORNIA par

RETURN TO THE PRODUCERS OF
Jhe So0d Soors
LFENOT ABLE TO DELIVER IN FIVE DIYS.

True & True Company. Chicago.

Chicago, lll to Kalamazoo, Mich

2¢ Lincoln Memorial paying the 1st
class rate
June 3,1909
a "coliared" envelope, the collar design is
tied to the sender’s business: doors




2 SIS P —— T —— =

| Types of Uses Business Correspondence

Sending Books

" Books and other large items could be sent wrapped in a stamped paper wrapper and were permitted as long as the wrapper was not sealed.

Book Sent Registered Internationally

Chillioothe, Ohioto  This 4¢ wrapper to London carried an item (likely a book) November 11, 1909
London, England approximately one inch thick. the 26¢ postage paid the
8¢ registry fee and 18¢ for an item weighing up to 8 oz.
The blue crayon crosses were applied in London and
used to mark registered mail and are clearly visible on
front and back.

The contents were held together by two paper strips whose remnants are
visible on the right side of the wrapper, front and back. ltems in wrappers
could be banded but must be capable of being unsealed to permit examina-
tion.




Types of Uses Business Correspondence
Catalog Mail

Macy'’s Catalog sent 3" Class

New York, NY to sent domestic 3™ class (standard mail), total
East Windsor, NY franking of 11¢ implying a weight of at least
220z.




Advertising

There is virtually an infinite variety of business advertising covers available from 1909. To do full justice to the full depth and variety would take
an entire exhibit, herein we attempt to provide a flavor of what was sent through the mails.

Tea & Coffee

F’

) Middletown, NY to Goshen, NY
April 28,1909

_“SNYDER:& FANCHER,
WHOLESALE G ROCERS,
MiDD I-AE-'TTEWN e

DISTRIBUTING AGENTS S APR IS

WHiTE HOUSE BRAND

r' b

-
-

=
WHITE HOUSE COPEEE. — ———

4

TEA AND _

o

BRODERICK & BascoMm Roprr Co.
ST. LOUIS COULSN

MANTFACTURERS OF

=23 l.._B"C.;NS ONLY \/a-l/2 LB.CANS ONLY
NEVER SOLD IN BULK.

Tobacco

¥ FORMISE

IF NOT DELIVERED WITHIN 5 DAYS RETURN TO in your Pocket

THE AMERICAN TOBACCO CO.,
_NEW YORK.

St Louis, Mo locally

2¢ Seward stamp fulfilling the 1st class rate
June 16,1909

canceled with an International machine

New York, NY to Springfield, IlI

franked with two 2¢ Lincoln Memorial stamps
each with the perfin “ATC” for the sender, The
American Tobacco Company

May 17,1909

canceled with a International machine

CIGARETTES AND TOBACCO.




= Matn -0filcas @amd > Salesrooms, Anney,

Clothing Factory, Warehouses,

204 B0 220-W. Baltimare St 213 lo 221 W. FayetteSt. 10 and 12 N, Howard St. Scotl and Wicomico Streels
ﬁ‘a!a‘um)ff; i 2y Dear Sir: We are in rgceipt of check
»J’/; VI ApALU g S i

MQ, ’i—- e e e S ety 4 ok Dollars

100

in payment of bills...

thanking you for above remittance, and awaiting your further valued favors, we are
Yours respectfully, BALTIMORE BARGAIN HOUSE,

per

A large variety of advertising
and commercial messages

~
i

Tal~J~J " alalel~1aled =
ISiness CO onaence

Advertising Postal Cards

Large Size, 314/ Bell, $10.00
Small Size, 3/ Bell, 6.00

Operated by 6 Dry Cell Batteries.

This new and simple Electric Horn
meets the requirements of all cars, as it
produces a far reaching, penetrating, not
unpleasant alarm that may be heard far
ahead of the car.

This new horn, with its beautiful tone at
its popular and rational price is bound to
have an enormous sale, as there are many who do not wish to disfigure their
cars with large horns that produce that discordant, nerve racking alarm.

THE POST & LESTER C@:

125 BRIDGE ST.,
SPRINGFIELD, MASS.

were being sent in 1909 on = :ﬁk L
otherwise standard US postal _
cards. These cards are typical The Receipt of =

samples of uses prevalent at the
time. in A~
A reduced scan of a front is 4
shown across, this one having
been addressed by an automat-
ed Addressograph machine

‘Che
KRAMER MANUFACTURING CO.

paymem‘ of znuozce

Pmlor UW e
Wbalebone BINGHAMTON WHIP CO.

High Grade
UPHOLSTERED FURNITURE

.f-‘i‘-\| } / “‘H
Indianapolis, Ind., 2 1% & =~

Dear Sir:--

/_;, ;
Yours of / / inst., enclosing /5/
for $¥j_l i')__ in seltlemenl of inveice, _ received
and same placed to your credil with thanks. Soliciting a
continuance of your favers, we are
Yours respecifully,
) i {7 er” /s KRAMER MFG. CO.

8 / éﬁl‘ Try Our New Guaranteed Construction, Pat. Sept. 17, 1901.
SINGLE SOFA, NO. 909 L/ Pt

S SR e R D) V) o

.

J‘éespecffz;l!)z JOurs,

FIRE [77) porsce sTarion

FRANK STOWN

\/k< TO LET.

Most centrally located Rail Road
Property in the most populous dis-
trict of Pittsburgh. Warehouse,
Manufacturing Site, Storage Yards,
with Switches and Trestles; Paved
Streets; Steam and Electric Cars
within a few minutes’ wallk.

For particulars address or call on

R. H. HARTLEY,
405 Fourth Ave.

Long Dist. Bell Phone Pitisburgh, Pa.

Court 1919.

WILL SELL AS A WHOLE.




Expo Mail

It is April and the Alaska Yukon Pacific Exposition is due to open in Seattle on June 1. We can get a sense of the coming excitement from these

three covers all bearing the seal of the exposition. Please note the cover from St Paul, Minnesota, suggesting St Paul as an ideal spot to stop
off en route

| Seattle, Was to New London, Conn
April 19,1909
International machine cancel

After 10 days, return to
FREDERICK & NELSON, Inc.,
SEATTLE, WASH.

Seattle, Was local
April 20,1909
e e International machine cancel

Refurn in five days to

THE BACH LUMBER CO.
539.40 CENTRAL BUILDING
SEATTLE, WASH.

OPENS JUNE 1ST
CLOSES OCTOBER 18TH

AFTER 10 DAYS RETURN TO

Chas. Weinhagen & Co. =

MANUFACTURERS OF Q‘?”UL'% i
Paper Boxes, Folding Boxss, i~ APRZBQ;
Druggists’ Boxes and Labels, P 3-AM T
480-482-484 JACKSON ST., ST. PAUL, MINN. NS902
S

-Eith . : _ St. Paul, Minn to Milwaukee, Wis
T Ol - AT April 28,1909
International machine cancel

Bl . L) G‘ L : C ® . - . et
i i B g s Ba, A note regarding the cancels on this page: the “C” in
the killer portion of these cancels usually denotes an
Cor. 5th & 3ts. ; . s
> S Gheme Gtn., item collected from a mail box and the “1” digit the
machine used. It is likely that the two Seattle covers
were canceled by the same device.

Milwavkea,,

Tis.




Hudson Fulton Celebration

Two Hudson Fulton themed lithographed cover types, both showing routine domestic commercial use. Technically, the Hudson Fulton Celebration
was not an “official”’ expo and this would create an “issue” with the USPOD which initially termed the event a “centennial” and not a “celebration’”.

Bew York, NY to Tiffin, Oh

sent 3rd class (note the lack of a date in
the cancel) and therefore correctly franked
with a 1¢ 3rd Bureau stamp

1909
International machine cancel

reverse side

IF NOT DELIVERED IN § DAYS, RETURN TO

37-43 WALL STREET,
NEW YORK.

IRVING K. FARRINGTON & CoO.

Tiffin, -

i ot e | e T e e L e

= —Onio.

New York, NY to Keokuk, lowa

iF NOT DELIVERED in FIVE DAYS RETURN TO
HAWLEY & HOOPS
CONFECTIONERS
267,269,271 MULBERRY STREET
NEW YORK

UDSON.FULTON CELEBRATION-

1609

ISEPTEMBE

| | : |
; 1909 1

The Kellcgg-Birge Co.,
Keokuk,

Icws.

Sept 9,1909
International machine cancel

The cachet applied to this envelope, is the
first cachet specifically developed and pro-
duced for a US commemorative stamp.

Notice the customized return address.

Examples of uses of this cachet are fairly
common.




Means of Carriage

1st Class & Overseas

Having now explored the basic scope of the US postal system in 1909, we can now turn to the basic expectations for service from such a system.
Since the very beginnings of postal systems, speed has been an major objective, always speed and more speed....

Wisconsin to Pennsylvania in 1 Day

IN 5 DAYS RETURN TO = _}___’
S. C. JOHNSON & SON, /
RACINE, WIS. NOV

He il Smith,

324 N. Chestnut,

Butler, Pa .

Racine, Wis to Butler, Pa
Novemeber 30,1909

back stamped received on December 1, 1909
Racine, Wisconsin is approximately 75 miles north of
Chicago
Bulter, Pennsylvania is approximately 50 miles north of
Pittsburgh, Pa

New York to London by way of the
Norddeutscher Lloyd Line ship the Kaiser
Wilhelm der Grosse

The treaty rate was 2¢ for a letter rather
than the usual 5¢ UPU rate

QOctober 11,1909

International machine cancel
London machine circular receiver on
back dated 25 October 1909

7 Days to the UK

KARL NEUHOFF,

450-452 BROOME, STREET,
NEW YORK.

VSN

[cocT18'G

PER, S. 8. KAISER VM, IER GROSSE,

International lnk Ribbon CO.,
6 Aldersgate St.,
Aldersgate Building,

LONDON E C

England.




Speclal Dellvery “Emergency”

After & days return to
JOSEPH M. HERMAN &
MILLIS, MASS.

—_—
s

m/% (//%f >
Q 7 %/L/m
%/4//

from Clarkston, Mich to Pontiac, Mich
August 30,1909

postmarked at 10am and received at the Pontiac
post office at 11:30am

One Hour Special Delivery

Mills, Mass to West Medway, Mass

sent special delivery with six 2¢ Lincoln Memo-
rial stamps for a total franking of 12¢: 10¢ for
special delivery and 2¢ for 1% class service
February 16,1909

The CDS dial is marked “EMERGENCY” the
reverse has a hand stamp next day at 10am

Special Delivery - Same Day Delivery

to Lancaster., Penn
June 12,1909
Delivery within one hour.

Postmarked at 7pm and received at
8pm




Postal Card sent Special Delivery
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THE SPACE BELOW IS FOR THE ADDRESS ONLY.
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Bay City, Mich to May 17,1909

Grayling, Mich

sent special delivery using a 1¢
McKinley 1907 series postal card,
second series wherein correspon-
dence is permitted on the front, left

Merry Widow on Postal Card

Postal Cards

< ¢7,A’;;7 M@
ﬁ/ﬁ“‘ « Aeeosy ’ p_gr/

e

Lo

T

The card is postmarked at 6pm on the 17" and
the receiving mark is at 1pm the next day.
The sender requested that a spray of light-pink
carnations be sent.

Brooklyn, NY to Manhattan, NY
December 22,1909

very unusual and scarce use of the “Merry
Widow” special delivery stamp on a postal
card

One of 12 (recently 5!) recorded uses of
the Merry Widow special delivery stamp on
a post or postal card

The postal card is postmarked at 4am and
based on a pencil notation was received at
6am

The sender was informing his employer
that he could not report to work that day
due to illness. Please note the mark creat-
ed by the spindling of the card.




CLeveLAND CIRCuiT RPO
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Baltimore, Md to Strone, Argylshire,
Scotland, UK

UPU rated post card sent to the UK
via the "Roland Park & St Helena
RPQ", a streetcar post office pro-

cessing point

November 25,1909

Pocatello & Portland RPO

& S e A < __ ;
This space is for the ¢
Address Only

This space may be used for Correspon-
denoe
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Railroad Post Offices

July 19,1909
Cleveland, Oh to Brookline, Mass

please note the flag slogan cancel, “Cleveland
Circuit RPO”. A street car processing service

Streetcar Mail to Scotland

To Elgin, Oregon

via the Pocatello & Portland RPO
October 13,1909

hand stuck cancel




Supplementary Mail

Special Delivery to Ship Passenger
Seapost

Supplementary Mail to Germany .
- . New York, NY to Chemnitz, Germany
10¢ paying the UPU 5¢ rate plus the 5¢supple-
mentary fee.
April 3,1909
Supplementary mail is a system where mail posted
after the regular bags were closed and within a short
period of time before a ship sailed could be placed
in special bags for a fee and still be posted. United
States introduced this procedure July 7, 1853. The ex-
tra charge was equal to “ordinary” postage fee, hence
in this case, the sender paid twice the usual UPU rate.

Awerican Exeress Company,
TREASURER'S OFFICE,

65 BROADWAY,
NEW YORK.

Dresdner Bank,

Special Delivery to Ship Passenger

Chemnitz, Germanye.

Provo, Utah to SS Manchuria, leaving San Francisco
The sender made use of the 10¢ “Merry Widow” spe-
cial delivery stamp and a 2¢ 3™ Bureau issue stamp.
The special delivery fee was claimed by the San Fran-
cisco PO as per the added hand stamp.

Cover is inscribed “Do not open until June 261"

June 21,1909

back stamped: “Ogden & San Francisco RPO” on June
22 and the San Francisco post office on June 23

US Seapost

Los Angeles, Calif to Gotha, Germany via New York and Seapost

13¢ covered both the 8¢ registry fee and 5¢ UPU rate to Germany.
sent registered, from Los Angeles with a 1549a label attached. New
York added a red registry label adhesive.

Sent via seapost, the letter was sorted at sea and back hand stamped
"U.S. SEAPOST/ AUG/10/1909".

Most probably this cover was placed into a registered mail pouch des-
tined for the Continent and offloaded at Cherbourg, France.

August 2,1909

gouighod




Telegraph Envelope

Columbian Rope CO.q

Auburn N.Y.

CHARGES. L3 ghrmsomrsner

Auburn, NY local Across the top of this cover, hand September 16,1909
Septombor 16,1909 SGReS YOIt S 0 message:  Flag machine cancel

gram”

Telegraph Letters

Western Union

>

Form [iG-

* They

estern Union T

CABLE SERVICE TO ALL PARTS Eb’WO

INCORPORATED
RLD,

b iny

; “) Charges--@"d'&

s Pay no Charges to Messﬁnger mless written in Iok In Delivery Bﬁy

No(ﬁ% %m/gu W (J%W

fILLSBORO, C.

- |

\

Hillsboro, Ohio

November 17,1909
hand stuck cancel




Registry
Domestic Destinations

Speed, while an attractive and desirable attribute for a postal system, however, security, confidence on the part of the postal patron that a pre-
paid letter once mailed will reached the intended recipient is an absolute requirement.

Reqistry-Manhattan to Brooklyn

New York, NY to Brooklyn, NY

franked with a 1902 series 10¢, satisfying the
2¢ first class and 8¢ registry fee

January 16,1909
hand stamp registered mail cancel
New York Form 1549A registry label applied

ot s akle back stamped with New York registry hand
3 P stamps

I3 Los Angeles, Cal to Fullerton, Cal

Jej Z (%/ % franked with a 1902 2™ Bureau series 8¢ and
' two type Il 2¢ stamps satisfying the 2¢ first

class and 8¢ registry fee
7 % : January 12,1909
i hand stamp registered mail cancel

Los Angles Form 1549A registry label applied

I, TREUHOLD & BRO.
67 BARCLAY STREET,
NeEw YORIK.

TiiErJoHN MG MARB LE: BOMPANY,

| HW.HELLMANBUILDING

LOS ANGELES.OALL
i Yol
i i - 4 y
Ak ‘*‘,:* 2t -

L i e s
a No§34- 24—
l’f'u'-lé: ; . ,.-—1—";-‘:. lﬁ .

Posth nr‘m;k.

Mr. Norman Le Marquand,
c/c'; Brown & Dauser Ceo.,

Mullerton,

California.




Spokane, Wa local

Official letter sent
registry, requiring
only the 8¢ registry
fee.

January 15,1909

Spokane registry
hand stamp.

as a form of "certi-
fied mail".

Delivery was aftempied
on 3 occasions and
finally returned to the
sender.

Letter still has contents
which are not valuable.
This use would seem
to confirm our instincts
that registry was not
always used for valu-
ables, but also as a
form of “certified mail”.

Registered Mourning Cover

Pittsburgh, Penn to Charlestown, W. Va
mourning cover

January 15,1909

hand stamp registered mail cancel
PirrsBuraH Form 1549A REGISTRY LABEL

1549A labels from Pittsburgh constitute less
than 5% of surviving examples of the label

type.

Offlmal Letter, sent Reglstry with Multlple Notices

Department of the Interior.
UNITED STATES LAND OFFICE,

SPOKANE, WASH,
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Utica to Je

e ——

Philadelphia, Penn to Brisbane, Australia via the
San Francisco Exchange Foreign Office

13¢ (8¢ registry fee & 5¢ UPU rate to Australia);
the 1902 5¢ Lincoln plus the 1¢, 6¢ & 3¢ 3rd
Bureau Washington Franklin series stamps on a
1¢ 1903 postal stationery envelope.

March 10,1909

hand stamps

San Francisco EXCHANGE OFFICE REGISTRY LABEL
Philadelphia Registry hand stamp

back stamped both in San Francisco (March 14)
& Brisbane, Australia (April 17)

usalem via NYC; Solo Use 13¢

International Destinations

Philadelphia to Brisbane via SF FO
X B SRR . S
\ighv N (U oS TAGL o=
& "\‘;&\J ar '7‘1"' ) o w [
# ar A = -_“. - o V.
“‘:«t's‘.?v k{k MU
F\. ‘.“.‘!ﬂ‘ x %’ y “ﬁa
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Merlen . Worttorn gabte
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March 10,1909

) UWHED STATES OF AMLP“‘\
TL PA h() TE\

THE EL PAso LABEL ON THIS COVEFI IS THE LATER PRINT

ING WITH THE ROMAN “R”

29 OF THIS TYPE KNOWN

El Paso, Tex to Mexico City, Mexico

sent registered

8¢ registered and 6¢ for triple-weight under the US-Mexico treaty (14¢ in total), franked with
four 2¢ 3rd Bureau, two 2¢, and two 1¢ 2nd Bureau stamps

Boston, Mass to Paris France, re-direct-
ed within Paris.

Sent registered with both a Boston form
1549A label and a Boston Exchange
Office label applied

13¢ 2nd Bureau stamp pays the 8¢ regis-
try fee and 5¢ UPU rate to France
September 15,1909

The use of a domestic 1549A label in
addition to the Boston Exchange of-

fice was redundant, especially so from
the same office.

Boston to Paris, via Registry




Markings

Can the postal patron have confidence that the letter given to the post office will actu
quires overcoming the occasional patron error, or the recipient moving about?

Chicago, Ill to Oak Park, lli
December 11,1909
Time/Cummins cancel

“Delayed in Delivery/ For lack
of full address” violet hand
stamp

Mis-Addressed Mail

Inadequate or Inaccurate Addresses
Domestic Destinations

ally make it to the intended destination even if that re-

Lack of a Full Agl_dresﬁsﬁ

Kittery, Me to Chicago, Ill, mis-directed to Chicago,
Minnesota

address as entered incorrectly as “Minn” and not “III".
June 24,1909

“MISDIRECTED” hand stamp on front

New York, NY to South Norwalk, Conn mis-ad-
dressed to Norfolk, Conn

4¢ 3" Bureau issue stamp paying doubled weight
with an “H&B" perfin.

The writer mistakenly sent this cover to Norfolk, CT
which is Litchfield County near the Massachusetts
border before the PO sent it to the proper destina-
tion in Fairfield County near Long Island Sound
October 6,1909

plel lea
learned, X%

1he influence wihicnh
the Harpver Periodi-

cals have exerciscd in
every channel of imn-

hiladeqthia Ledgers
e

acted as
)| refining,




- Forwarded Mail
International Destinations

Newspaper Wrapper to London, Re-directed to Berne

Newport, Rl to London, England, redirected to [
Berne, Switzerland T I T T T T T e
A newspaper wrapped using the 1904 re-cut
die.
Franked at 2¢, would imply the weight on the i
newspaper being sent as less than 20z.
July 1909
: . Uo L Thaailh 106
Baltimore to Naples re-directed to NYC 1 VA ek e g-‘%f\u_
— ' - [
mVa, cf /‘/ 0/»7, ¥ ! ol .
210y Chetace Joripes 1 : |

PBablpri. Ga U S.0.

"}—ﬁv—r-v-.:_—w.'—-q\

To Cheyenne, Wyoming

L

Baltimore, Md to Naples, Italy, redirected to New York, NY
5¢ UPU rate prevailed use of 2¢ postal stationery resulted in
30c for the shortage in Italy. Redirected back to the US and
assessed 6¢ postage due, 3¢ short and 3¢ penalty.

December 30,1909

San Diego, Cal to Cheyenne, Wy, redirected to Geneva,
Switzerland

Initially franked for US domestic 1% class with the 2¢
Alaska Yukon stamp, redirected in Cheyenne to Gene-
va with the convenience addition of two 2¢ 3 Bureau
stamps, 1¢ in excess of the 5¢ UPU rate.

July 2,1909 |




-Forwarded Mail
International Destinations

Forwarded Twice in Paris

Chicago, lll to Paris, France

5¢ paid the UPU letter rate to France, forwarded on Jun 15
and then again on June 16

June 7,1909

e e e ————— e — = AR

:_ln.s_._!_'lns-*l;_il:.,;;};

7 i R

Fowarded from Paris to Nice

> i’;]:.—-r : g .._ : _
LNl 8 - ' =
2 ¢ el ‘\'! 5 3 7 £ : 2. e
2 | : 3 s (e LS y )
?né::- HE2 ! < ":«
| Bl o ¢ :
; R L L Wl ! § : !
New York, NY to Pris, forwarded to Nice, France == NG y ,?,;. s TN :
The 2¢ Lincoln Memorial underpaid the 5¢ UPU rate. 20 cen- i'j" s (g ? { i v s et A

times due applied, then annulled, forwarded to Nice where 10
and 20 centimes dues were applied, May 18

May 3,1909

Philadelphia, Pa to Switzerland, Japan, Uruguay, Egypt, S
& Western Australia with messages in Esparanto

November 15,1909




Postage Due: An Un_pajd qut Cﬁard%
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Additional Payment Due
Domestic

] Kansas City, Mo to St Falls, Mont

evidently sent without postage. The
receiving post office sent the recipient
a notice requesting 1¢ postage which,
once received, the post card was then
delivered.

June 26,1909

Postage Due: Special Delivery

Evansville, Ind to St Louis, Mo

Special delivery letter with a special delivery
stamp but without the 2¢ basic 1st class post-
age being paid.

Received the following day, a 2¢ postage due
stamp being affixed

May 7,1909
A Columbia rectilinear machine cancel

Postage Due: 1st Class Letter-Double Weight?

Warner, NH to Washington DC

| franked with a 2¢ blue paper 3 Bureau
issue stamp, with a 1895-1897 issue
2¢ postage due stamp with a manual
notation of the amount due. Perhaps
the letter was double weight?

April 23,1909
UNUSUAL USE OF THE BLUE

PAPER STAMP FROM A LOCATION
I oTHer THAN WasninaTon DC




Redirected 6 Times

International

March 1,1909
Dedham, Mass to London, UK
2¢ treaty rate to the UK paid by the Lincoln Memorial stamp

canceled by an ovate hand stamp in Dedham

March 1 Dedham, Mass — London, UK 2¢ US postage

March 9 London, UK ——» Florence, Italy 15c postage due (ltaly)
March 19 Florence, Italy ——» Algers, Algeria 15c postage due (France)
March 24 Algers, Algeria —» London, UK

May 7 London, UK ——» Biskra, Algeria
May 14 Biskra, Algeria —— Naples, Italy
May 17  Naples ltaly —— South Norwood, Ma arriving May 30

CAPITAL $1,000,000

AND TOILET.
“~ . OPEN ALL THE YEAR

en. Indiana,

ROOMS WITH RUNNING HOT ann COLD WATER 4‘;

s SPRUDEL
WATER

West Baden Springs, Ind to Luxembourg

franked only with a 2¢ 2nd Bureau stamp,
short the 5¢ UPU rate. 30 centime shortage
marked in blue, 15 centime shortage and 15
centime penalty. Postage due paid and a 10
centime and 20 centime Luxembourg post-
age due adhesives affixed.

% January,1909

A ]‘.. },@r‘" The West Baden Springs resort is still open and
o, A at the time boasted the largest domed structure
ST 3 in the world. The building is a National Historic

; ' u Landmark.




Norwich, CT to Italy and back

Norwich, Conn to Susa [
(Turin), ltaly and back

Official US Department
of Justice letter Italy, no
recipient being found,
returned to the sender
via Washington, DC
(September 23) arriv-
ing back in Norwich on
September 24.

The return postage was
paid by the two Italian
postage due adhesives.

June 3 to September
24,1909

Department of Justice.

From Bermuda without
any
apparent franking

Bermuda to Denver, Co

This post card from Bermuda
appears to have entered mail
stream without postage.

to Cairo, Egypt. with local postage due

Post due assessed of 2¢ for the

ERE D RESIST & E
UPU post card rate doubled for BT NERE R el Sl AELS o —
a penalty O AN/ honS e , é’@,f(\/\_&_, -\_7? s oS’

26 February 1909

OLLECY
gDSTAGE
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St Louis, Mo to Cairo, Egypt

1¢ McKinley post card sent to Egypt.
underpaying the 2¢ UPU rate.

| 26 February 1909

New York, “T/NY/CENTIMES/10/A”
opera glasses international marking
cachet with an Egypt postage due 4m
affixed along with a local.

o
| Cairo hand stamp canceling the due




Return to Sender
Domestic

Return to Sender

Portland, Or (local)
. .| “BRETURN TO WRITER/UNCLAIMED/FROM/
: PORTLAND,/OREGON./JUL 6 1909"

June 29,1909
International machine cancel
Pointing hand hand stamp

RETURN IN FIVE DAYS TO

Mr, Paul Tsapra¥ie,

Portiand,

Not at the Hotel

Orsgon

Idaho to Chicago, lli
addressed to a guest staying at a

Chicago Hotel, unclaimed and re- @ @
turned to sender. The pointed hand % Q&J . ' ’%

has the legend "Returned from

Hotel to Post Office". % B W 5 ;ﬁ*ﬁ |
- October 27,1909
Four-bar hand stamp cancel i o
Pointed hand hand stamp £ CA 7 M
Failure | S ;

Buffalo, NY local

The recipient was not at the address, there was no
return address and the post office was not able to

257 I,aurel St., Duffalo, N.¥.

4 Ces : deliver this item.

: B U EEALO, y 3 85 Sent to the Dead Letter Office and was unclaimed.
~ JDEAD LETTER.OEFICE | LAY October 27,1909

5 UNCLAIMED, D S ~J International machine cancel

: & M’)' 2' DLO hand stamp




from Seattle, Wa to Lagrande, Or
August 28,1909
common “International” machine expo

cancel :

A

Expo Cancels

Expo Picture Post Card
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AYPE Expo Card, Canceled but Never Mailed

MANUFACTURERS BUILDING AND MACHINERY HALL, ALASKA,:YUKON,
PACIFIC EXPOSITION, 1909. SEATTLE, WASH, (OFFICIAL POST CARD.)

S

September 4,1909

“illegal” hand back

An International machine cancel with the words EXPOSITION STA-
TION centered within 7 horizontal lines. The letter ‘D’ is located in
the die space. This machine expo cancel is fairly common.

This exposition picture post card was franked and canceled at the
AYPE but is not addressed and consequently could not have gone
through the post. At this time, “hand backs” were not permitted and
were contrary to postal regulations.




Markings | ~ Hand stamps
Duplex and Doane

1909 was a period of transition for postal cancellations. Hand stamps were in frequent use, but we see increasing signs of the mechanization of
cancels

“Ordinary” Duplex Hand Stamp

Pittsburgh, Pa to Augsburg, Germany

September 26,1909

canceled with a ovate duplex hand stamp
Second day of issue for the Hudson Fulton stamp

P

Doane Cancel

Megansett, Mass to Marburg, | P oy
Germany ST P eeAey
via German steamer at the 2¢ 5

P = P
e ¢ T ceAL, ”? ce A J UL
treaty rate 4

June 28,1909

2 Doane h tamp cancel y S y
type ane hand stamp canc - o //; /
/ . A2ed LK
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New Woodstock, NY
to the Cherry Valley,
Otsego County, NY
Postmaster

January 8,1909

A four-bar hand
stamp cancel, used
in smailer offices as

a replacement for 5 fHE SPACE BELOW IS FOR THE ADDRESS ONLY.
Doane cancels v .
3 e
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4-B_ar Hand Stamp

IJHL

AYN MOT138 J0OVdS

=1

Violet 4-Bar Cancel

4 Bar cancels

The Doane cancel, introduced in 1903,
was primarily used by smaller post offices
and had been largely replaced (intro-
duced in 1906) by new 4 bar steel hand
cancel hand stamps. Hand canceling
devices were typically well cared for by
posimasters and could easily remain ser-
viceable for 10 years or more.

Newbury, Vt to Contoocook, NH

Rural Free Delivery
March 22,1909

please note the violet four-bar hand
stamp

Purple 4-Bar Cancel

= |

Cass, Cal to Goshen, Ind
March 16,1909

please note the purple four-bar hand
stamp

Anthony
Goshen,
Ind.

Be. Kunderd,




International machine cancel

Flag Machine Cancel with Number in Field

Butler, Penn to Denver, Col
March 7,1909

flag machine cancel variety with num- |
ber in the field of strips

W«P«/‘L)

/ Al p A Lo /J‘f/&f/’

Machine Cancels
Flag, International & Columbia
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Columbia Machine Cancel

New York, NY to Riga, Latvia, Russian Empire
October 2,1909

“International” machine cancel

A Krag 8 bar machine receiver was applied in Russia

RETURN IN 10 DAYS TO

KALAMAZOO, MICH,.

130 ELEANOR ST.

!909 -
nicx

A5

Kalamazoo,Mich to Berwick, Penn
April 16,1909
canceled with a Columbia machine cancel




Machine Cancels & Hand Stamps

Flag Machine and Hand Cancels

Beloit, Wis to Sunbury, Penn
franked with a pair of 2¢ imperforate
Lincoln Memorial stamps

March 2,1909

Ovate duplex hand stamps over a pale
flag machine cancel

Return in 3 days to
LOCK BOX 102
BELOIT, WIS,

C\/ —7 7 7 =
d= / / /f) ./”"' 2 p A . | 20
2 vy ‘:/ {11 g 1{ L - "
// . G VY. A tlic Evans Experimental Machine Cancel
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Machine Cancels
Doremus, Slogan

Doremus Machine Cancel

Brunswick, Me to Camden, Me

February 22,1909 e
Doremus machine cancel with the heavy & Fehqr i E 1
killer variety o ““ ‘) i 4k g i, : : ,F ; g
International Machine Cancel with Slogan S ok A N 39
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Committee on Credentials

The American Philatelic Society
Care H. E. Deats, Chaitman,
HOTEL RUDOLF

BALLOT ATLANTIC CITY, N. J.

The Year Ends:

— to Buenos Aires with a Christmas Seal

Cincinnati, Oh to Atlantic City, NJ

June 18,1909 NATIOI-QAL
canceled with a slogan “International” machine ’“

franked with the new 2¢ Alaska Yukon stamp
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