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The Switch to Offset Printing

Effective November 2, 1917, the first-class
letter rate rose to 3¢, which greatly increased
the demand for 3¢ stamps — and also for 1¢
stamps, to go with 2¢ stamps and stamped
envelopes already purchased.

Operating at full capacity, the Bureau of
Engraving and Printing found its ink to be of
poor quality — probably due to difficult condi-
tions during World War L The ink contained
so much gfit that printing plates wore out in
about 10 days, faster than it took to make
them. So the Bureau sv hed temporarﬂy to
offset printing, for which plates could be pro-
duced much more rapidly. Later a more satis-
factory ink was found, and the higher—quality
engraving process used prex«'iously was re-
established.
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/

Three heavy hair lines at top center of head; two being
outstanding in the white area. Outline of left acanthus
scroll very strong and clearly defined at top (under left
edge of lettered panel) and at lower curve (above and to
left of numeral oval).
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