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U N I T E D S T A T E S P O S T A L I S S U E S 

Issue of 1847 
I M P E R F O R A T E 

P R I N T E D B Y R A W D O N , W R I G H T , H A T C H & E D S O N 

5 

United States. 

Z'3 3 

O 

Benjamin Franklin ,^ George Washington 

z 
N J u l y 1 , 1847 the first o f f ic ia l U n i t e d States s tomps w e r e i s s u e d f e a t u r i n g the portra i ts of 

our first postmaster a n d our first pres ident . T h e 5c v a l u e p a i d for posta l s e r v i c e u p to a dis­
tance of 300 m i l e s , a n d the lOC v a l u e p a i d for s e r v i c e b e y o n d this point. T h e s e s t a m p s w e r e 
i s s u e d imper fora te ( u n p e r f o r a t e d ) a n d h a d to b e cut a p a r t w i t h sc i s sors . T h e adopt ion of 
a d h e s i v e s t a m p s p a v e d the w a y to the r e m a r k a b l e deve lopment of the pos ta l s y s t e m of t o d a y . 

Issue of 1851-57 
I M P E R F O R A T E 

P R I N T E D B Y T O P P A N , C A R P E N T E R , C A S I L E A R & C o . 

1 ^ Thomas Jefterson George Washington George Washington 

X H E r a p i d e x p a n s i o n a n d p o p u l a r i t y of the pos ta l s e r v i c e soon m a d e a greater f l e x i b i l i t y 
i n r a t e s a necess i ty . L o w e r ra tes for a l l d i s t a n c e s w a s d e e m e d a d v i s a b l e a n d in 1851 a n e w 
set of s t a m p s w a s i s s u e d for this p u r p o s e . If pre -pa id , a 3c s t a m p w a s sufficient to c o v e r 
c h a r g e s u p to a d i s t a n c e o i 3,000 m i l e s . 5c w a s r e q u i r e d it not p r e - p a i d . B e y o n d this poipt the 
ra te w a s s i x or t e n cents . 2\t, 30c, a n d 9Qc v a l u e s ore k n o w n b u t it i s b e l i e v e d that t h e y w e r e 

not r e g u l a r l y i s s u e d . 

41 

(I) 

4) 

a 
4) 

4) 

4) 

4) 

41 



a U N I T E D S T A T E S P O S T A L I S S U E S 
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Issue oi 1857-61 
Per fora ted 15 /-^ 

Pr in ted b y T o p p a n , C a r p e n t e r & C o . 

Beniamin Fianklin George Washington 

•2£ 

George Washington George Washington 

^ 7 

Benjamin Franklin 

3 ^ 

George Washington 

3 ^ 

T h i s i s s u e m a r k e d a great mi les tone i n pos ta l progress . D u e to the p r e s s i n g n e e d for a faster 
method of d ispens ing- s t a m p s to the p u b l i c the s t a m p s w e r e m a c h i n e per fora ted so that i n ­
s tead of b e i n g cut a p a r t b y sc i ssors s t a m p s w e r e n o w e a s i l y a n d q u i c k l y s e p a r a t e d . T h i s set 
e m p l o y e d the s a m e d e s i g n s a s the p r e v i o u s i s s u e . T h e 24^, 30C, a n d 90f v a l u e s w e r e n o w 

r e g u l a r l y i s s u e d . 



U N I T E D S T A T E S P O S T A L I S S U E S 

Issue of 1861-66 
P E R F O R A T E D 12 

P R I N T E D B Y T H E N A T I O N A L B A N K N O T E C O . 

8: 

@ 

inglon 

7 ^ 

u P O N the outbreak of w a r b e t w e e n the states in 1861, the posta l authori t ies found it neces­
s a r y to demonit ize a l l of the Uni ted S t a l e s s t a m p s in order to prevent u s a g e b y the Confeder­
ate States . T h e i s s u e of 1861 w a s created a s a r e p l a c e m e n t . D u r i n g the w a r , d u e to the scar­

c i ty of m e t a l coins , these s t a m p s w e r e u s e d a s s m a l l c h a n g e . 
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U N I T E D S T A T E S P O S T A L I S S U E S 

i f 

w 
i f 

4) 
41 
4i 

4 i 
41 
4; 

i f 

li) 

41 
i n 
h^ 
o 
<M 41 
a 
w i f 

tt 
_ i 
_ j i f 

E 
w 

1— 

I I I 

I I I 
* 

111 

111 
4: -

O i f 

5E 
i f 

* 1— i f 
W EQ 

UJ 
Q i f 

CO 
i f 

O 
i f 

i f 

i l l 

111 111 
i l l 41 
i l l 41 
41 
41 
41 
41 
41 
4) 
4 i 
41 
41 

41 
41 
41 
41 
i f 

Issue of 1867 
Per fora ted 12 

Pr in ted b y the N a t i o n a l B a n k Note C o 

G r i l l e d 

George Washington (vasnmgton _ _ _ rt 

Thomas Jefferson K^ti-^^^J^ George Washington S'S^^ 7 

George Washington 

99 
George Washington 

T h e r e m o v a l of c a n c e l l a t i o n s f r o m u s e d s t a m p s for the p u r p o s e of r e u s i n g w i t h intent to 
d e f r a u d the g o v e r n m e n t c a u s e d the posta l authori t ies to adopt the u s e of the g r i l l . T h e s e me­
t a l l i c g r i l l s , w h i c h consis ted of s m a l l s q u a r e p y r a m i d s , w e r e i m p r e s s e d on the s t a m p so 
that the f ibers of the p a p e r w o u l d b e w e a k e n e d a n d w o u l d c o m p l e t e l y a b s o r b the c a n c e l l i n g 

i n k a n d thus m a k e c l e a n i n g for a s e c o n d use i m p o s s i b l e . 

C » r s > * r i ^ - > . 1 

• - E l , • 
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G r i l l 

flz" 

41 
4) 
41 
41 
41 
i f 

i f 

i f 

41 
f 

41 
41 

41 
f 

41 
41 
4> 
41 
i f 

41 
4) 
i f 

i l l 

i f 

i f 

i f 

• 



B U N I T E D S T A T E S P O S T A L I S S U E S 

B 

Jssue of J 869 
P E R F O R A T E D 12 

P R I N T E D B Y T H E N A T I O N A L B A N K N O T E C O . 

G R I L L E D 

Pony Express Hider 

/i3 

Locomolive George Washington Eagle and Shield 

I] ct Colnn-.bus Declaralion ol Independence 

Abraham Lincoln 

T H E first p ic tor ia l i ssue of the Uni ted States w a s introduced i n 1869 a n d i s s t i l l c o n s i d e r e d 
one o i our most b e a u t i f u l l y e n g r a v e d i s s u e s . T h e 15c, 24c a n d the 30c v a l u e s exist w i t h the 

center i n v e r t e d a n d a r e v e r y s c a r c e . 
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U N I T E D S T A T E S P O S T A L I S S U E S 

Issue of 1870-71 
Perforated 1 2 

Pr inted b y the N a t i o n a l B a n k Note C o . 

Wi thout G r i l l 

A b r a h a m L i n c o l n E d w i n M . S t a n t o n T h o m a s J e f f e r s o n H e n r y C l a y 

D a n i e l W e b s t e r G e n . W i n f i e l d Scot t A l e x a n d e r H a m i l t o n 

C a r m i n e 

118 

C o m m o d o r e O l i v e r P e r r y 

m s ser ies of s t a m p s c o u l d w e l l b e termed the first f a m o u s A m e r i c a n set s inde it f e a t u r e d 
the portrai ts of our great l e a d e r s . T h i s set i s found both w i t h a n d without the grUl . 
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Issue oi 1873 
P E R F O R A T E D 12 

P R I N T E D B Y T H E C O N T I N E N T A L B A N K N O T E C O . 

Zachaiy Taylor 

179 
Abraham Lincoln Edwir, M. Starilon 

/40 
Thomas Jefferson 

^6/ 
Henry C l a y 

/ 6 z 

129 

i 

Daniel Webslei Gen. Winfield Scott 

/ 4 J 
Alexander Hamilton 

/ 6 r 
Commodore Oliver Perry 

X H E C O N T I N E N T A L B A N K N O T E C O M P A N Y w a s owtarded the contract to cont inue p r o d u c i n g 
th is s e r i e s of postage s t a m p s . T o ident i fy its product f r o m that of its predecessor ( t h e 
N a t i o n a l B a n k Note C o m p a n y ) secret m a r k s w e r e a d d e d to the r e t a i n e d d e s i g n s through 
the 1 5 < d e n o m i n a t i o n . T h e 24c, 30c a n d 90c v a l u e s c a n o n l y b e d i s t i n g u i s h e d b y the s h a d e s . 

T h e s e secret m a r k s a r e i l l u s t r a t e d b e l o w : 

F r a n k l i n . D a s h 
of color added 
in pearl left of 1 

Stanton. Semi­
circles added in 
bail at lower left. 

Jacksen. Closed 
outline of orna­
ment left of U.S. 

Jetierion. Cres­
cent a d d e d in 
scroll ornament 

W a s h i n g t o n . 
S h a d i n g u n d e r 
u p p e r r i b b o n 
u n d e r T H R E E 
heavier. 

L i n c o l n . First 4 
vertical lines of 
left ribbon heav­
ier. 

Clay. Balls in 2 
crescent shaped 
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i U N I T E D S T A T E S P O S T A L I S S U L S g 
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Issue of 1879-1888 
P E R F O R A T E D 12 

S O F T P O R O U S P A P E R 

P R I N T E D B Y T H E A M E R I C A N B A N K N O T E C O . 

r.jamin Franklin -Andiew Jackson 

Zachary Taylor Thomas JsHetson 

iel Webster Alexander Hamilton Alexander Hamilton 

Commodore Oliver Perry Commodore OIi\ 

X H E A M E R I C A N B A N K N O T E C O M P A N Y , h a v i n g consol idated itself w i t h the C o n t i n e n t a l B a n k 
Note C o m p a n y pr inted this ser ies . A d d e d interest for the collector is found in this i s s u e be­
c a u s e of (he soft, porous p a p e r used i n contrast to the h a r d , s n a p p y , t rans lucent p a p e r of the 

p r e v i o u s i s sues . 
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U N I T E D S T A T E S P O S T A L I S S U E S 

Issue of 1894-1895 
Per fora ted 12 

P r i n t e d b y the B u r e a u of E n g r a v i n g a n d P r i n t i n g 

U n w a t e r m a r k e d 

OuL Benjamin Franklin Benjamin Franklin — Geo George Washinqto George Washington 

Abraham Lincoln h k-Ulysses S. Grant /-ri to 
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it ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ e ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ e e ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ iY 

James A. Garlieid William T. Sherman niel Webster Henry C l c v Thomas Jefferson 

mi 

185 

^ C o ^ m o d o i ^ P e ^ r ^ James Monroe ]ohr. Marshall 

W i t h this i s s u e the t a s k of pr in t ing U n i t e d States postage s t a m p s w a s turned over to the 
B u r e a u of E n g r a v i n g a n d P r i n t i n g at W a s h i n g t o n , D . C . T h i s n e w postage s e r i e s w a s s i m i ­
l a r i n d e s i g n to the i s s u e of 1890-93 but s m a l l o r n a m e n t a l t r i a n g l e s w e r e a d d e d to the upper 

corners . O n e , two a n d f ive d o l l a r d e n o m i n a t i o n s w e r e added. 

T h r e e T y p e s of the 2< T r i a n g l e s 
A r e H e r e w i t h I l l u s t r a t e d : 

T w o T y p e s of the $1.00 C i r c l e s 
A r e H e r e w i t h I l l u s t r a t e d ; 
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lype J lype 2 

lype 3 lype J lype 2 
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U N I T E D S T A T E S P O S T A L I S S U E S 
e ^ ^ e ^ e 

Issue of 1895-98 
Per fora ted 12 

Double - l ine W a t e r m a r k 

Z 7 J Daniei Webstei 

Daniel Webslet Henry Clay ^ Thomas Jelterson 

Jw"^ "T Commodore Peiry Commoaore Perry 

Ji7CY^ J . 7 7 
James Madison John Marshall 

T w o t y p e s of the 10c s t a m p are d i s t inguished a s i l lus t ra ted : . 

Type I ! 

A line of color appears in the white curve below " T S " of cents and " E " ol Ten. 

I n pr in t ing this n e w i s sue w a t e r m a r k e d p a p e r w a s u s e d for the first t ime on s t a m p s in ­
tended for postage purposes . W a t e r m a r k i n g h a d b e e n u s e d p r e v i o u s l y for r e v e n u e s t a m p s 
a n d postcards . T h e w a t e r m a r k cons is ted of Double- l ine letters " U S P S " so dis tr ibuted that 
e a c h s t a m p on the sheet s h o w s at least a par t of the w a t e r m a r k i n g , a s i l l u s t r a t e d b e l o w . 

I n 1910 a s ingle - l ine w a t e r m a r k w a s u s e d for the first t ime b y the B u r e a u . 

1 1 ) 5 IT' 
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DoubJe-Jine Singie-fine 
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Issue of 1902-03 
P E R F O R A T E D 12 

D O U B L E - L I N E W A T E R M A R K 

Abraham LLncoin 
-'7 

'crnies A. Garfield Martha Washinaton Daniel Webstei Begjamm Harrison 

-, Henry C l a y Thomas JeHerson David C. F c n a g u l James Madison John Marshall 

3^i3 

Issue-of 1906-08 
I M P E R F O R A T E S H E R M A C K 

Issue of 1903-06 
P E R F 12 I M P E R F O R A T E 

Abraham Lincoln George Washington 

3 t V 

George Washington 
3 3 . ^ 

T H I S ser ies of postage s t a m p s fea tured e l a b o r a t e l y e n g r a v e d f r a m e d d es ign s w i t h the n a m e 
o l the person a n d the y e a r s of birth a n d death on e a c h s t a m p d i r e c t l y under e a c h portrait . 
For the first t ime i n U n i t e d States pos ta l h is tory a n A m e r i c a n w o m a n , M a r t h a W a s h i n g t o n , 

g r a c e d a s t a m p , the 8c v a l u e . 
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U N I T E D S T A T E S COMMEMORATIVES 

Columbian Exposition 
{ continued ) 

•J^ Isabella and Columbus a, * ' ' Christopher Columbus 

Trans-Mississippi Exposition 
O m a h a , N e b r a s k a , 1898 

J, i \ Western Mining Prospector Western Cattle in Storm g- ( J Mississippi River Bridge 

I s s u e d i n connect ion w i t h the T r a n s - M i s s i s s i p p i E x p o s i t i o n h e l d i n O m a h a , N e b r a s k a , i n 1898, 
the ser ies w a s p l a c e d o n s a l e June 10th a n d d iscont inued o n D e c e m b e r 31 , 1898. T h e des igns , 
m a n y of w h i c h are c o n s i d e r e d to be a m o n g the w o r l d ' s most b e a u t i f u l postage s t a m p s , s h o w 

the d e v e l o p m e n t of the great mid-wes t . 
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U N I T E D S T A T E S P O S T A L I S S U E S 
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AIRMAIL STAMPS 

Issue oi 1930 

Issue of 1931-34 
P E R F O R A T E D IOV2 x 11 

mmmm 
t M.- l w_g_M_il£^ V;_V w Asi L: 1 Z . T . ' i : 1 

Issue of 1933 

Issue of 1935-37 

" C h i n a Clipper" Flying over the Pacific 

* * S P E C I A L set of s t a m p s w a s c r e a t e d for T r a n s p a c i f i c u s a g e , w h i c h s e r v i c e w a s i n a u g u r a t e d 
i n N o v e m b e r 1935. A i r M a i l S p e c i a l D e l i v e r y s t a m p s w e r e a l s o i s s u e d for the first t ime i n 
1934 f r o m a d e s i g n created b y F r a n k l i n D e l a n o Roosevel t , then Pres ident of the U n i t e d States . 
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U N I T E D S T A T E S P O S T A L I S S U E S 

Issue of 1934 

HUNTING PERMIT STAMPS 

Issue of 1935 Issue ol 1936 

Issue of 1937 Issue ol 1938 Issue of 1939 

Issue of 1940 Issue of 1941 Issue ol 1942 

I S S U E D to l i c e n s e hunters a s author ized b y A c t of C o n g r e s s . T h e r e v e n u e p r o d u c e d goes to 
m a i n t a i n w a t e r f o w l l i fe i n the Uni ted S ta tes . T h e s e s t a m p s are c o n s i d e r e d b y m a n y to b e 

a m o n g the most b e a u t i f u l i s s u e s c r e a t e d . 


