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’ Benjamin Franklin ‘2 Gecrge Washington

O N July 1, 1847 the first official United States stamps were issued featuring the portraits of
our first postmaster and our first president. The 5¢ value paid for postal service up to a dis-
tance of 300 miles, and the 10¢ value paid for service beyond this point. These stamps were
issued imperforate (unperforated) and had to be cut apart with scissors. The adoption of
adhesive stamps paved the way to the remarkable development of the postal system of today.

Issue of 1851-57

IMPERFORATE

PrinTED BY TorpAN, CARPENTER, CASILEAR & Co.

©® MINKUS PUBLICATIONS—NEW YORK. N. Y.
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i:- Thomas JeHerson George Washington j.,! George Washington
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T HE rapid expansion and popularity of the postal service soon made a greater flexibility

in rates a necessity. Lower rates for all distances was deemed advisable and in 1851 a new

set of stamps was issued for this purpose. If pre-paid, a 3¢ stamp was sufficient to cover

charges up to a distance of 3,000 miles. 5¢ was required if not pre-paid. Beyond this point the

rate was six or ten cents. 24¢, 30¢, and 90¢ values are known but it is believed that they were
not reqularly issued.
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Issue of 1857-61
Perforated 15 /-
Printed by Toppan, Carpenter & Co.

Py 4

Benjamin Franklin George Washington

24/ ; =526

Thomas Jeiferson , 3'5" George Washington George Washington

M g 37

-1’ h Benjamin Franklin George Washington

35

This issue marked a great milestone in postal progress. Due to the pressing need for a faster

method of dispensing- stamps to the public the stamps were machine perforated so that in-

stead of being cut apart by scissors stamps were now easily and quickly separated. This set

employed the same designs as the previous issue. The 24¢, 30¢, and 90¢ values were now
regularly issued.
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Issue of 1861-66

PERFORATED 12
PriNTED BY THE NATIONAL Bank Note Co.

Andrew Jackson
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UPON the outbreak of war between the states in 1861, the postal authorities found it neces-

sary to demonitize all of the United States stamps in order to prevent usage by the Confeder-

ate States. The issue of 1861 was created as a replacement. During the war, due to the scar-
city of metal coins, these stamps were used as small change.
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Issue of 1867

Perforated 12
Printed by the National Bank Note Co.
Grilled
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Benjamin Franklin
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69, 74, 81
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George Washington

Benjamin Franklin
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The removal of cancellations from used stamps for the purpose of reusing with intent to w
defraud the government caused the postal authorities to adopt the use of the grill. These me- w
tallic grills, which consisted of small square pyramids, were impressed on the stamp so W
that the fibers of the paper would be weakened and would completely absorb the cancelling W
ink and thus make cleaning for a second use impossible, v
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Issue of 1869

PERFORATED 12
PrinTED BY THE NATIONAL BAnk Note Co.
GRILLED

Pony Express Rider

1 o /13

FT. MILL, SC 29715

Locomotive George Washington Eagle and Shield

1Y 175 /76

Declaration ef Independence

/30

(© 1992 Nowus DEBUT, INC.,

Abraham Linceln

[ &

THE first pictorial issue of the United States was introduced in 1869 and is still considered
one of our most beautifully engraved issues. The 15¢, 24¢ and the 30¢ values exist with the
center inverted and are very scarce.

Y3

R R REREREREERE RRERE RERRERE R IR BN SN W W W W W W W N

(o o NN M W M N N N N W NN NN N NN N N - NN N N N NN N N N N N N _N_N_N_N_W_=

v
Y
v
v
v
v
v
v
+
v
v
Y
v
v
v
v
Y
v
v
v
v
v
v
v
v
v
v
v
v
v
v
v
v
v
v
v
v
v
v
v
v
v
v
v
v
v
v
*

*




W UNITED STATES W% _ 29 POSTAL ISSUES

DDDIDIDIDDDIDDDD : ceceecececececceceece: *

i

Issue of 1870-71 v
Perforated 12 W
.- Printed by the National Bank Note Co. v
Without Grill W
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Tmsseries of stamps could well be termed the first famous American set since it featured W
the portraits of our great leaders. This set is found both with and without the grill. 0]
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Issue of 1873

PERFORATED 12
PriNTED BY THE CONTINENTAL Bank Note Co.

George Washington
T rd

Zachary Taylor Abraham Lincoln Edwin M. Stanton Thomas Jeffersen Henry Clay

179 159 /60 ‘67 ié2

Daniel Webster Gen. Winfield Scott Alexander Hamilton Commodore Oliver Perry

63 /69 /65 /66

THE ConTINENTAL Bank Note CompaNY was awarded the contract to continue producing

this series of postage stamps. To identify its product from that of its predecessor (the

National Bank Note Company) secret marks were added to the retained designs through

the 15¢ denomination. The 24¢, 30¢ and 90¢ values can only be distinguished by the shades.
These secret marks are illustrated below:

s m
133“, W
¢ Sh':l:liz:g Ebnbder I.incnhll.] First }
Franklin. Dash Jackson. Closed q upper ribbon s vertical lines o
of color added outline of orna- j|hl ”““"" under THREE “ﬁmrm,,“m left ribbon heav-
in pearl left of 1 ment left of U.S. heavier. - ier.

Stanton. Semi- ! Jetlerson. Cres- ‘
circles added in ceni added in Clay. Balls in 2
ballat lower left scroll ornament crescent shaped

Webster, Worn
lines of shadin

in triangles a'ng
below U.S. Post-
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Issue of 1879-1888

PERFORATED 12
SorT Porous PAPER

PrinTED BY THE AMERICAN BaAnkK Note Co.
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IJ)P"\I ith S'e(‘," ff Commodore Cliver Perry Commodore Oliver Perry

mavis /19 Hf

THE AmEericaN BAnk Norte CoMpraNY, having consolidated itself with the Continental Bank

Note Company printed this series. Added interest for the collector is found in this issue be-

cause of the soft, porous paper used in contrast to the hard, snappy, translucent paper of the
previous issues.
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Issue of 1894-1895

Perforated 12
Printed by the Bureau of Engraving and Printing

Unwatermarked

GEDI‘QE Washington

2 St}qrqe \A.rnshmq‘TJqI}‘.

247 %59

George Washington
A

251

_Abraham Lincoln

» g~ Ulysses S. Gr«:xm‘.vl b
as4 A

. Garfield William T. Sherman

P *§7 uvsed

Thomas Jefferson

Z Henry Clay

A q 240

18
203

James Monroe John Marshall

Commodore Perry Commeodore Perr

20 ATETPE

With this issue the task of printing United States postage stamps was turned over to the

Bureau of Engraving and Printing at Washington, D.C. This new postage series was simi-

lar in design to the issue of 1830-93 but small ornamental triangles were added to the upper
corners. One, two and five dollar denominations were added.

Three Types of the 2¢ Triangles Two Types of the $1.00 Circles
Are Herewith Illustrated: Are Herewith Nlustrated:
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Issue of 1895-38
Perforated 12
Double-line Watermark
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@ Two types of the 10¢ stamp are distinguished as illustrated:.

Type II

A line of color appears in the white curve below “TS" of cents and ""E” of Ten.
In printing this new issue watermarked paper was used for the first time on stamps in-
tended for postage purposes. Watermarking had been used previously for revenue stamps
and postcards. The watermark consisted of Double-line letters “U S P S" so distributed that

each stamp on the sheet shows at least a part of the watermarking, as illustrated below.
In 1910 a single-line watermark was used for the first time by the Burecu.
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Issue of 1902-03

PERFORATED 12

TR VLT &

DouBLE-LINE WATERMARK

04

, Benjamin Franklin George Washington Andrew Jackson . Ulysses S. Grant s

AOC Jel 30 L 29 3 w
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© oy 3 Issue*of 1906-08 Issue of 1903-06 v

v

IMPERFORATE SHERMACK PERF 12 IMPERFORATE W
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= Benjamin Franklin Abraham Lincoln George Washington George Washington

bR 3197 3R°

T HIs series of postage stamps featured elaborately engraved framed designs with the name

ot the person and the years of birth and death on each stamp directly under each portrait.

For the first time in United States postal history an American woman, Martha Washington,
graced a stamp, the 8¢ value.
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Columbian Exposition

({ continued )

2 Describing His Third Voyage :2_ H* 1sabella and Columbus

Trans-Mississippi Exposition
Omaha, Nebraska, 1898
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& Hardships of Emigration

r1

3
Issued in connection with the Trans-Mississippi Exposition held in Omaha, Nebraska, in 1898,
the series was placed on sale June 10th and discontinued on December 31, 1898. The designs,

many of which are considered to be among the world's most beautiful postage stamps, show
the development of the great mid-west.

Western Mining Prospector

a.q}« ‘Western Cattle in Storm P e
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AIRMAIL STAMPS
Issue of 1930
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Issue of 1931-34

PerrorATED 10%2 x 11

UNITED STATES POSTAGE

ACENTURY OF PEROCRESS FLIGHT |

"China Clipper"” Flying over the Pacific

A SPECIAL set of stamps was created for Transpacific usage, which service was inaugurated
in November 1935. Air Mail Special Delivery stamps were also issued for the first time in
1934 from a design created by Franklin Delano Roosevelt, then President of the United States.
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HUNTING PERMIT STAMPS

Issue of 1934 Issue of 1935 Issue of 1936

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

A RACEY MENEESE: STARP
.5 DEPARTMEST GEAGRIULTIRE

RH3

Rl

Issue of 1939

used Rk
Issue of 1942

e N S
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Issue of 1940

NT OF THE INTE
BRg T
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Issue of 1945

G-

'MIGRATORY BIRD HUNTING

ISSUED to license hunters as authorized by Act of Congress. The revenue produced goes to
maintain waterfow] life in the United States. These stamps are considered by many to be
among the most beautitul issues created.
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