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Les Kouba Biography

Born: February 3, 1917, Hutchinson, Minnesota
Died: September 13, 1998, Minneapolis, Minnesota

Internationally known as one of the world's foremost master painters of wildlife, Leslie ‘Les’ C.
Kouba is recognized as the founder of the wildlife art revival in the 1970s, and as such, inspired
many other wildlife artists. His deep understanding of wildlife stems from growing up on a
Minnesota farm which afforded him ample opportunity to observe and study wildlife in their
natural habitat. Kouba said, “Because | actually hunted and fished, | developed an early
understanding of all of the background skills necessary for my future career as a wildlife artist.”

iuring a blizzard on his parents
* west central Minnesota. His
s ; ns. Their parents had
USA20c =% ontributed to his early
2099080 28 2 : :pping and fishing. He instilled in
- decided early in life that
ars old. | think | made up my
ct, many of the buildings on the Les Kouba
s o At 11, Les sold his first painting
USA20¢ 7dards but in 1928, the monthly

° Preserving Wetlands

< }354 5 /;H‘? \ his artistic skills were worth developing. They supported Les’s interest in art
‘he guidance of professional art instruction was invaluable in helping
2 2P “ is work. When Kouba turned 15, he left home to start his painting career. In
USA20e¢ » = : ¢ oainted trucks, lettered signs, designed wall murals - just about anything
wurces of income was painting for individual Coca-Cola bottlers throughout
_f ol bl - 1s to its design, adding more slant to the letters. Coca-Cola headquarters
£ o the official Coca-Cola logo. They gave Les a sizable check for his efforts.

Preserving Wetlands ‘ Preserving Wetlands

USA20c¢ ISAZ0e seeing the country - but one day while sleeping in a boxcar in the

Preserving Wetlands Preserving Wetla ned to death near me. | figured that was close enough. | packed up the little
1934 S X / [

1984 ™\ 4 98 f Sl 2aded home.”

rok almost every job that came his way. The July 17, 1936, edition of the
:he young Kouba: “He has the natural ability and his finished works show
USA20c¢ foretell a splendid future.” In 1937, Kouba created a statue
commemorating the great Sioux Indian chief, Little Crow, one of his most lasting lifetime

achievements.

It wasn't long after Kouba completed the Little Crow statue that he attended a Thanksgiving Day dance
at the Plato Ballroom in Plato, Minnesota. It was here that Kouba met Orial Thiem of Gibbon,
Minnesota. Something clicked on the dance floor and they were married two years later on September
9, 1939.

Les Kouba’s First Statue of Little
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