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St Louls and the Louisiana Purchase

Missouri Territory letter with poSTmMaArK duve www-S

September 18, 1818 to Philadelphia, with feorward-

ing postmark of Washington City, Oc§0ber 8, 1818.
"Free" marking applied at Washington.

Note: This letter from Col. Eli B. Clems?n_of Fort Osage,
a well known soldier and banker of the Louisiana Territory.

St Louls gnd the Louisiana Purchase

Louisiana purchased from the French April 30, 1803.

Divided into two parts, Orleans and District of Louisiana
October 1, 1804.

District of Louisiana became Territory of Louisiana July 4, 1805.

Territory of Louisiana became Missouri Territory December 7, 1812.
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Letter datelined Fort Adams, Mississippi Territory,
February 13, 1803 to Philadelphia, via schooner from
Spanish New Orleans to Baltimore, where it entered the
mail on April 4th.. Rate l4%cents, 1l2%cents ordinary
postage, 2 cent ship's fee (carriedon a private vessel)
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Territory of Louisiana letter with manuscript postmark St. Louis
z December 6, 1812 to Kaskaskia (Illinois Territory).

Territory of Louisiana letter with manuscript postmark A Note: This is a last day usage as Territory of Louisiana
St. Louis, March 3, 1807 Rate 25 cents, over 300 miles. '

Note: Letter written by John B.C. Lucus, who was to 5
become the first Federal judge of the Territory. In
this letter he relates the conspiracy of Aaron Burr
and Gen. James Wilkinson to organize a punitive ex-
pedition against Spain from St. Louis, in an effort
to discredit the United States.




St Louls and the Lourisiana Purchase

Missouri Territory letter with manuscript postmark St. Louis
October 24, 1813 - datelined St. Charles October 20, 1813 to
Dandridge, Tennessee. Rate 25 cents (over 300 miles)

St Louis .and the Louisiana Purchase

Missouri Territory letter with manuscript frank
and postmark, "Free Easton Postmaster, St. Louis
Missouri Territory". Datelined November 9, 1813,

Note: This is the earliest known Free franked postmark
of Rufus Easton, the first Postmaster of St. Louis.
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MISSOURI TERRITORY - datelined St. Louis County, May 26, 1815
with manuscript postmark ST. LOIES, May (?) to Dandridge, Tenn.
Rate 33% cents, single letter over 500 miles, at the 50% rate

increase imposed during the war period. This is apparently a
miscalculation as it should have been 37% cents.

St Lours and the Louisiana Purchasé
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Missouri Territory letter with postmark St. Louis,

Oct (?) 1815, Letter datelined September 11, 1815.

This is the earliest known example of the straight-
line postmark as adopted by Postmaster Simpson




St Lours and the Louisiana Purchase

STLOUIS
SEP ¢

Missouri Territory - letter with postmark St. Louis
Sept 6, 1818 to Washington, D.C., Franked "Free"

Note; This is the second type of the St. Louis
straightline as used by Postmaster R. Simpson.
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MISSOURI TERRITORY - datelined 1819 St. Louis Missouri
Territory 31st August. Straightline postmark ST. LOUIS,
Sept 6 to Attlebourough, Mass.
Single letter rate 25 cents, over 400 miles. |
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St Louis and the Louisiana Purchase
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Missouri Territory letter with manuscript postmark
St. Louis, January 16, 1815 to Dandridge, Tennessee

61001 LS Missouri Territory letter with postmark St. Louis
July 5, 1818 to Baltimore. Rate 50 cents (double
sheet letter over 400 miles)

Notef Thig is the second type of the St. Louis
straightline as used by Postmaster R.Simpson.

Note: This postmark was applied during the tenure of
the second Postmaster, Robert Simpson, who adopted
the use of the first St. Louis handstamp about the
middle of July 1815.
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St Lours and the Louisiana Purchase
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i : ; : ) . Missouri Territory - letter with postmark St. Louis
Missouri Territory letter with postmark St. Louis ; Sept 16, 1819 to Dandridge, Tennessge. Rate 25 cents.
February 21, 1819 to New York City. Franked by . single sheet letter over 400 miles
Postmaster A.T, Crane and stamped "Free". :
Note: This is the first type of the straightline : Note: This is the third type of the St. Louis
(slanted type) prepared by Postmaster Crane, who , straightline as used by Postmaster A.T., Crane

used Simpson's second type until February 1818
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St Louis and the Louisiana Purchase
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Missouri Territory letter with postmark St. Louis

April 19, 1818. Franked "Free" from T. Douglas,

Deputy Paymaster of the United States Army. This
is Simpson's second type of the straightline.
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St Louis and the Louisiana Purchase
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Missouri Territory letter with postmark St. Louis
June 30, 1817 to Philadelphia, datelined Canton-
ment Belle Fontaine.

Note: This is the early type of the St., Louis
"straightline" as used by Postmaster Simpson,
its earliest known use was July 17, 1815.




St Louis and the Louisiana Purchase

Missouri Territory letter with postmark St. Louis
November 29, 1818 to Richmond, Virginia.

Note: This is a use of the second type "Simpson"
straightline by Postmaster Aaron T. Crane who
succeeded Simpson in October 1818.
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Missouri Territory letter with postmark St. Louis
August 30, 1818. Rate 25 cents, single sheet letter
over 400 miles. This is Simpson's first type of the
straightline.
Note: This letter is from Dr. Ihjnn*Quarles arranging
the purchase of 48,000 acres of land in the District
of St. Louis at the rate of two dollars per acre.
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St Louis and the Louisiana Purchase
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Letter franked by Rufus Easton, as a Member of Congress

datelined December 12, 1814, He was elected to serve as

a Democrat from the Territory of Missouri on September

17, 1814. However he did not resign as Postmaster of
St. Louis until January 1, 1815.
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St Louis and the Louisiana Furchase
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When the Steamboat "Independence" made the first trip
from St. Louis to Franklin and Chariton and returned

in 21 days, it was said that this formed a proud event

in the history of Missouri
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Indian Country
August 1821 May 30, 1854

o e In camp one hundred miles from Independence, Mo.
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Westport, Mo. May 3, (1849)
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Letter datelined Indian Territory, April 28, 1849, Carried
. by favor to Westport, Mo. and there placed in the U.S. Mail.
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THEODORE LAVEILLE

GEQ. W, FORD.

. WARNER,

LAVEILLE, WARL

PROPRIETORS.
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THE SITE OF THIS HOTEL WAS FIRST OCCUPIED BY THE UNION

HOTEL, BUILT IN 1830 BY MESSRS, SCOTT & RULE, AND OPERATED BY

A MR, FARISH UNTIL 1843. IN THAT YEAR 1T WAS TAKEN OVER BY A

CAPT, JAMES WoOD WHO MADE NUMEROUS IMPROVEMENTS AND ADDITICNS

TO THE BUILDING,
ON JANUARY 1, 1844 JOHN H, SPARR BECAME LESSEE AND PRO=-
PRIETOR. IN 1840 HE HAD LEASED A HOTEL LOCATED AT THE CORNER

O, tﬁd‘%ét—-v p//%l—:./ DAk FFLO B

/// 4&4;4# e a»éﬂu,AuAat:%g‘/ 4.

y OF VINE AND SECOND STREETS, THEN KNOWN AS THE "VIRGINIA HoTeL"

WHEN HE BECAME LESSEE OF THE UNION HOTEL IN 1844, HE CARRIED
WITH HIM THE NAME "VIRGINIA HOTEL" AND THEREAFTER THE UNICN
HOTEL WAS KNOWN AS THE VIRGINIA HOTEL.
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