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WILLIAM HENRY HARRISON LEARNED

Postmaster at Port Townsend, Washington, 1877-1886
The first user of the Kicking Mule canceller

The Kicking Mule cancellation used in five western towns
from 1880 until 1903, is beyond any doubt the best known and
most popular cancellation to be found on any of the bank notes
issued. It is also found on many of the stamps of this period.

The popularity of thes Mule is due to a number of reasons.
The Mule itself is unusual and the sight of such a frisky crit-
ter used as a "Killer" for a postage stamp intrigued every
collector. It is the only handstamp killer of its kind.

Karlier postmasters having used homemade klllers in ths shape
of pirds, animals, snd insects, but no manufacturer of can-
celPing devices, other than Klinknsr & Co., had ever made a
killer with a design more interesting that the stars, shields,
crosses, etc., that were used oxtensively in many diffsrent
post offices.

- This cancellation was first used by w.,H.H. Learnsd, Post-
master of Port Townsend, Washington. It was in use by him
from 1830 until he was relieved as Postmaster,.

This type of cancellor was also used in Neah Bay Washington;
Forbsstown, Goleta, and SuSanville, California in the 1380's.
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Kicking Mule

MULE CANCELLATIONS

ﬁw Most of the Mule cancellations below are of
the Second Series.

o




\A..nrms,m Tule
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Most of the Mule cancellations below are of
the Second Series.




gecond series used at
Port Townsend, Washington.
It is used here on Scott's

number 279.

~+This is the second of a
gseries of the mule cancella-
tions used from 1390-1894 at
Port Townsend, Washington.
Here it is used on'a postage
due, Scott's #J34.

This is also the second
of the mule cancellatlions used
at Port Townsend, Washington.
It was used on a postage due,
Scott's #J35.

dbﬁHH these two coples were found, only twelve are known to have

been used on these postage dus.

The author, Mr. Lee H. Cornell, who

wrote the book, The Tale of the Kicking Mule, congsiders these two

items scarce.
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Petroleum Geologise
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ORPHEUM BUILDING
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\A..n\z.:m Mule

The use of the Kicking Mule is known on all values of War Department
stamps, l¢ through the 90¢ and 3¢, 1l0¢ and 30¢ Interior Department
and on 2¢, 3¢ and 6¢ Agriculture Department.

Below is an example of the Kicking Mule on the 3¢ value of Department
of Interior.

The use of Interior Department stamps could have been used by any of
the various agencies of the Department, known to have been located at
Port Townsend. These agencies could have been the Coast and Geodetic
Survey, the Government Land Office or the Bureau of Indian Affairs,
all of which had representatives in or around Port Townsend while
Department stamps were still in use and during part of the period when
the Kicking Mule was used there. It is also possible that Interior
Department stamps could have been used at any of the other four towns
using the Mule canceller, especially Susanville, which had a Land
Office during the period the Mule was in use.




 Kiching Tule

PORT TOWNSEND TYPE II1 MULE

Type II was in use from May 11, 1881 until
September 8, 1885.

The only difference between Typell and Type II
is that the Mule!s hind leg is 53 mm. from the outer
circle of the townmark on Type I -and on Type II it is
6 mm. Type I was in use from July 26, 1880 until
December 30, 1880 when it is thought that the cancellor

was broken or discarded.




PORT TOWNSEND TYPE II MULE

Type II was in use from May 11, 1881 until
September 8, 1885.
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PORT TOWNSEND TYPE II MULE

Type II was in use from May 11, 1881 until
- September 8, 1885,

The 1¢ reengraved ultra (#206) is not tied to

the 1¢ light blue (#U113) for a reason. From demwmacwmw

| , "It is interesting to note that Mr. W. H. H. Learned (post-
master) was rather particular about the way he applied the
Mule to covers franked with more than one stamp. Every
W cover noted so far with two or more stamps for postage has
| the left hand stamp on the cover cancelled with the town-
| mark and the Mule in the normal horizontal position and

the one or more stamps to the right cancelled with the

Mule only in a vertical position or standing on his head™

[ 1the Tale of the Kicking Mule by Lee H. Cornell
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PORT TOWNSEND TYPE I OR II MULE ?

Type I Mule was in use from July 1880 thru Dec.
1880. Type II was in use from May 1881 until Sept. 8,
1885.

The above cover, postmarked Mar. 14,1881, was in-
itially sent to Whitby's Island in Washington Terr. dir-
ected to one person in care of another. Apparently it was
not deliverable, but since the post office had fulfilled
its obligation, a second stamp was added and cancelled in
Port Townsend for delivery in Seattle, Wash. Terr.. The
first stamp was cancelled by a red star in a circle.

The dates on this cover do not fit the known periods
of usage of Types I & II Mules. It may be a bogus Mule
cancel.
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“PORT TOWNSEND First Series/Type III Circular Dater
Kicking Mule in use December 1885 to January 1887.

Backstamp:
VALLEJO,CAL./DEC 22/1886/REC'D




NON-GLARE TOPPER

PORT TOWNSEND TYPE III MULE

Type II1 was in use from December 1885 to
Januvary 1887,

Type III townmark is smaller than Types I &
II and the distance from the nearest hind leg to
the outside circle of the townmark is 8 mm..
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PORT TOWNSEND "SECOND SERIES" MULE

The cover has three Mule strikes of which two are on
a pair of #281 and one on #U364. In addition, the green
registry marking shows the date 1900.

The use of the Kicking Mule at Port Townsend was re-
vived by A. Francis Learned, a son of W. H. H. Learned,
who like his father, was a post master at Port Townsend,
his terms running from 1890-1894 and from 1898-1915.

The Mule killer was purchased from Moise-Klinkner &
Co., and had no postmark attached to the canceller. It
consisted of a rubber Mule fastened to a metal base.
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PORT TOWNSEND "SECOND SERIES" MULE

The letter was underpaid being franked with two 1¢
Trans-Miss. stamps. A 2¢ postage due stamp was added in
Port Townsend and cancelled with the Mule.

Back markings are dated 1899 and this occurs within
the second term of post master (1898-1915) for A. Francis
Learned. 3

“The cover is philatelic in origin as the addressee,
D. E. Brown, was a very active collector and trader along
with Dr. C.H. Gardner and Dr. J. C. Perry. They are cred-
ited for a large number of the Second Series covers.
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PORT TOWNSEND *

COND SERIES" MULE

quired 8¢ postage plus
placed on the back of t
of paying part of the r
velope flap., Apparentl
San Franieco, but not a
faintly struck with the
stamp.

“IVD ‘ANVINVO “IS IANAVI 81T

10 'OOSIONVHS NVS
‘1334HLS LAMYVYIN 909

'SINVIS 'S 0 ANV NOIZHOd

40 SHILHOdW! ONV NI SH3TV3IA

‘00 % SNIMVIN

Posted in San Franisco on Oct. 21, 1898, the letter re-~

8¢ registration fee. Of this, 6¢ was
he letter to perform the double purpose
equired fee and also securing the en-
y the 3¢ pair escaped cancellation in
t Port Townsend where the stamps were
Mule and the green "Registered” hand-
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Kicking Mule

THE FORBESTOWN MULE

The Kicking Mule cancellar was in use in Forbes-
. town from 1885 until late in 1892, but was probably not

used exclusively, for few Kicking Mule covers from

| FPorbestown are known.

i The two covers above were canclled in 1888 Adovv
_ and 1889 (vottom).
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THE MONWWMSOEZ.. MULE

The Kicking Mule canceller was in use in Forbestown
from 1885 until late in 1892. The covers below show coni-
plete townmarks but only partial Mules.

FEB 22 885
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’ THE FORBESTOWN EGHM

The Kicking Mule canceller was in use in Forbestown
from 1885 until late in 1892. The covers below show near-
ly complete townmarks but only partial Mules.

g — N 4

MAL. 18, 1385

SEPT. 17 1891




THE FORBESTOWN MULE

The Kicking Mule canceller was in use in Forbes-
town from 1885 until late in 1892.

Below is an example of the Mule used on a return
registered package receipt. Although the Mule has
been "touched up", it does show the usage.

The Forbestown Mule is known on regular first
class mail, postal cards and return registered package

receipts.

]
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CANCELLATIONS

Two Forbestown cancels of 1891 showing
partial faint Mules.

A Port Townsend cancel of 1886 showing
the townmark and a "smudge" cancellation.

=t
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PORT TOWNSEND "BUSHY TAILED" MULE "FAVOR CANCEL"

As reported in "The Tale Of The Kicking Mule” by Lee H.Cor-
nell, some Port Townsend covers give positive evidence that the
First Series Mule was applied to a few covers as a "favor" or
philatelic cancel. The cover below shows a date of Sept. 15, 18-
90. The First Series Mule was used from 1880 to 1887. The Second
Series Mule was in use from 1890 to 1894,

A normal cover of 1890 was struck with a conventional Port
Townsend townmark and a normal killer cancellation and not a

First Series "Bushy Tailed"” Mule. The worn appearance of the
Mule's fore feet, ears and the bushy tail indicates that the
strikes must have been made with one of the old First Series
Mules, which by 1890, had become worn as the rubber type would
gradually wear out, harden and no longer give a clear impressiom.

In 1890 Mr. Weinhard, intrigued by the Mule cancellation,
wrote to the Port Townsend postmaster enclosing the covers he
wanted franked with the Mule. A. Francis Learned, who began his
first term as postmaster at Port Townsend in 1890, probably ob-
tained one of the o0ld Mule cancellers from his father and occ-
asionally applied the Mule as a "favor" cancel.

It is interesting to note that all known "Bushy Tailed"
Mule covers are addressed to Henry Weinhard and were sent to
him between Sept. 1, 1890 and Sept. 15, 1890.
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PORT TOWNSEND "BUSHY TAILED" MULE “FAVOR CANCEL"

The cover below is another example of the First Series
"Bushy Tailed” Mule. The cover is dated March 7, 1884 and
addressed to Henry Weinhard. . _

& The townmark of the TypeIIIl (First Series) consists of
a double-lined circle and lettering in serifed capital letters.
The Mule "killer" and townmark were rigidly attached to a
handle and thus placed the strike of the townmark and Mule
in a horizontal position. The cover lacks these parameters.

It has been noted that all known "Bushy Tailed" Mule
covers were addressed to Henry Weinhard and returned to him
during the period Sept. 1, 1890 to Sept. 16, 1890. )

The cancelled cover, without the Mules, was probably
sent to the new postmaster, A. Francis Learned, who applied

the Mules as a "favor" and returned it in a provided return
envelope. .




THE HOUSTON NULRE

A cachet applied at Houston Texas, June, 1928 during
the Democratic National Convention, which nominated
Alfred E. Smith. It received wide circulation and for

a time, caused some confusion asmong cancellation coll-
ectors bacause many obsolete stamps were struck with
the "Houston Mule!

The "Houston Mule" faces in the opposite direction
from the original mule, and has the fore feet resting
on solid ground. Below the mule 1n small sans ssrif
capital letters are the words "He's in Houston,and it's
struck in purple and or blue ink.
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THE "HE'S IN HOUSTON" KICKING MULE

This "kicking mule" was strongly advertised in advance
of its use. It was to be used as a cancellation of the
National Democratic Party which was to open on June 26,
1928 in Houston, Texas. An order was received from Wash-
ington directing the postmaster not to use the special can-
cellation, but in view of the fact that about 500 letters
had already been processed, permission was granted to allow
them to be forwarded after having been cancelled in the re-
gulgr manner.

The “"Houston Mule" faces in the opposite direction
from the original Mule with other noted differences. The
stamp most frequently used for the Houston Mule envelopes
was the current and popular 10¢ Lindberg air mail.

~The cover above bears sixteen strikes of the kicking
mule, two cancelling the stamp. These have been obliter-
ated by the regular machine device.
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1577. KICKING MULES of Port Townsend/Wash tie 5 stamps (268,279,
279B,282,283) to XF 2¢ on blue entire (U314); surely the
most spectacular kicking mule cover known w/10 strikes
on 5-color franking! 1900 use to Germany (8¢ Reg. + 3x5¢
UPU = 23¢), w/1985 PFC...STUNNING SHOWPIECE($1000/up)

*****************************************************************

VIEWING: TUESDAY, JUNE 12, 2001 AT 10:30 A.M. - 6:00 P.M.

PLEASE SEE PAGE 4 FOR SALE AND VIEWING LOCATIONS
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Kicking Mule cover hits $2,875
A cover sent from Port Townsend, Wash., to Germany in 1900 and bearing 10 Kicking Mule
 fancy cancels realized $2,875, inclusive of a 15 percent buyer’s premium, when it was
gaveled down in the William R. Weiss Jr. auction June 16 at the Collectors Club of New
- York, 22 E. 35th St., in Manhattan. Weiss said a dealer from New Jersey bought it for re- .
sale. One or two or three Kicking Mule cancels are sometimes found on covers mailed at
Port Townsend in the period from 1880 to 1900. But no one can recall ever seeing 10 of the
cancels on one cover, which may be a record. According to James M. Cole in Cancellations

MISDESCRIBED LOTS must be returned to WP within 3 days of receipt and must

be in the same condition as when sold and on the original lot page.
of sale is waived for 30-day violations as described in term 12 above.

13.

$ % and Killers aéﬂw Banknote Era: 1870-1894, Kicking Mule cancels were produced by C.A.
5 ° ¢  Klinkner & Co., in Oakland, Calif., and were used not only in Port Townsend and Neah Bay, 2
=g ® Wash., butalso in the California communities of Goleta, Susanville and Forbestown, 2
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