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#R153 mint plate
block of eight

#R154a inverted
overprint
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#R154 mint plate
block of ten







| #R155¢c inverted
overprint

‘PUBI)ISON UBA °T °T 10 9]

L

#R155 on The National Bank of Newburgh, N.Y.
dated July 1, 1898, the day the Spanish-American

War stamp tax took effect, tied by "T.L.M. Jr. & Co.
Jul 11 1898 handstamp.
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#R155 used block of 25




#R159 used, over-
print reading down

#R160 used vertical strip
of 3, plate #137. Two used
strips of 3 are known to exist

#R160 Block of 4, no
gum unused, overprint
reading up. Ex-Joyce
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The Tax Collector by Ron Lesher

A world-ranking expert on one of stamp collecting’s most intriguing specialties

Plate Numbers of the 1914
Documentary Stamps

La s o S a2 oo o

least the low denomination revenue stamps. This was the

result of the continued efforts of the Bureau of Engraving
and Printing (BEP) to reduce the cost of printing revenue stamps,
efforts that had begun in 1909 and would continue in earnest well
into the 1930s. The urgency to reduce costs was exacerbated by
increases in the tax rate on beer and the introduction of several new
tax measures requiring stamps.

Although war had broken out in Europe, the United States re-
mained neutral. Unlike many of the previous tax increases and
new taxes which had been part of the effort to pay the high costs of
war, the 1914 tax changes were not to pay for any direct U.S. in-
volvement in the war in Europe. President Woodrow Wilson had a
bold initiative to promote American goods abroad, which required
a strong navy to protect American shipping interests and the ex-
pansion of the Department of Commerce.

One of the new taxes was the resurrection of various kinds of
taxes on financial documents. Most of the rates established in the
Act of October 22, 1914, were the same as the short-lived Spanish-

The year 1914 saw the beginning of offset printing for at

Ron Lesher is an internationally recognized expert
on revenue philately, past president of the American
Revenue Association, and a former member of the
board of directors of the American Philatelic Society.

Most of the stamps and related revenue material that
appear in his columns are part of his collections.
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: Figure 1. The top arrows of plates A131 and A306.

American War documentary stamp taxes. The 1914 stamps below
$1 in face value exactly coincide with the denominations of the
1898 battleship documentaries, namely Y%, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 10, 25, 40,
50, and 80 cents. The effective date of the 1914 documentary tax-
es was December 1, 1914, so the Bureau had less than six weeks
to prepare enough stamps to distribute nationwide. The assignment
was given to the new offset presses.

A look at the changing styles and sizes of numbers betrays that
these stamps were being printed in a newly established print shop.
Standardization in the location and styles of the plate numbers
would only come toward the end of printing of the Series of 1914
documentary stamps (the use of stamps was eliminated September
9, 1916). The stamps were printed in sheets of 400 and distributed
in panes of 200 (the sheets consisted of a top and bottom panes of
200. Vertical and horizontal lines with arrows divided the sheet
in four quarters, The horizontal line served as the cutting guide to
separate the sheet into top and bottom panes.

For our purposes here, we will focus on the upper panes. The ar-
rows vary greatly (Figure 1). The arrow on plate A131 is certainly
not symmetrical, although it appears to have been drawn using a
straight edge. Likewise the arrow on plate A306 is not symmetri-
cal, but it also appears to have been entered free hand without the
assistance of a straight edge.

Years ago [ examined Offset Plate Number Book 1 in the attic
of the Bureau of Engraving and Printing (it now resides in the Na-
tional Archives). From this record it is quite apparent two plates of
every number were assigned, the second plate of a given number
has the added prefix A. The highest plate number with the added
prefix letter A that I have seen is A483. The reason for this practice
remains unknown.



Those familiar with the plate number assignment to engraved
plates for the Washington-Franklin postage stamps contemporary
with the 1914 offset-printed documentary stamps may recall the
difficulty in perforating sheets of these stamps. In an attempt to
remedy the situation, experimentation resulted in three types of
plates: (1) uniform 2 mm spacing between stamps, (2) plates in
which the spacing had been varied within the plate, either 2 mm. or
3 mm. (a star was added before the plate number to designate these
special plates) and (3) uniform 2% mm spacing between stamps
(the letter A was added before the plate number to designate these
special plates). This explanation does not carry over to these offset
plates!

If the arrows are sometimes entered using a straight edge and at
other times in free hand as we have already seen, then we should
not be surprised to find that the same applies to the plate numbers
themselves. Plates A293 and 410 were each entered in free hand
(figure 2). As if that were not enough, note that PL A293 has been
entered above positions 9 - 10 of the top pane. But PL 410 has been
entered to the right of the vertical line (no arrow!) above positions
11 -12. Number PL A306 (figure 1) is also to the right of the center
line above positions 13 - 14.

There appears to be no uniformity as to where the free hand
numbers were entered in the top selvedge.

One of the greater deviations on the way to eventual standard-
ization is shown in Figure 3. Not only is the arrow hand drawn,
but the number has been entered upside down above positions 12
- 13 in the top selvedge.

At one point, it appears that a wide spacing of the numerals (Fig-
ure 4) was adopted. The location of plate 337 in Figure 3 is not
known, as is the case with many of the recorded plate numbers.
Finally, after the production of about 1000 plates (500 with prefix
letter A and another 500 without prefix letter), PL with compact
numerals above positions 8 - 9 seems to have been adopted as the
standard for location and style (Figure 5). This remained the stan-
dard until about 1917 or 1918 after the production of the Series of
1914 had ceased.

Even after all this lack of uniformity, one should note that on
at least one plate, the number was apparently not even entered in
the top selvedge, but in the right selvedge. Plate 284 has not been
recorded in the top selvedge. And it remains the only plate number
recorded in the right selvedge (Figure 6).

There is one example from the bottom selvedge of the lower
pane that is too good not to mention. Plate 436 was entered upside
down in the bottom selvedge of the lower pane (Figure 7). That
part seems normal, as it is true on all of the three numbers that I
have recorded in the bottom selvedge.

The bottom selvedge is always much smaller that the top sel-
vedge. But look closely at the 4; it has been entered sideways with
respect to the rest of the plate number. There seems to be a surprise
at every turn of the path among the plate numbers of the Series of
1914 Documentary stamps.

The gathering of these examples provides a great deal of insight
into the early offset plates produced by the BEP. They are an enor-
mously challenging collecting pursuit and are far more elusive than
their contemporary postage stamp cousins. In many cases these
revenue plates have survived only as plate strips, not as blocks as
modern postage stamp collectors have preferred. But we will take
what comes our way and slowly begin to piece together the pro-
cess of the creation of the early offset plates by the BEP. =2

Figure 2. Plates A293 and
410 entered in the top
selvedge in free hand

S W R Ty oy wW .

Figure 3. Plate
359 entered upside
down, hand drawn
aITow.

TETTrTrYe ey

Figure 4. Plate
337 with wide
spaced numerals.

Figure 5. Plate 557, the final style and location
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Figure 6. Plate -
284 entered 8
in the right =
selvedge. <
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- Figure 7. Plate h N

436 from the
bottom pane.
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Cigarettes that are too mild do not satisfy—
while cigarettes that are too strong are heavy
and quickly tire your taste.

Itis because RAMLEH Cigarettes offer a %
happy medium between the two extremes of
mildness and strength that they have won such
immense popularity with the great majority of
smokers,

When you try them they'll likely prove
| exactly what you most enjoy—see if they don't.
5 : G‘t @ box to-'daif-

10c. for 10

Sold Everywhere




['HELMAR, THE QUEEN OF TURKISH CIGARETTES"
August 1907---ca. 1966

Helmar wasn't an Egyptian deity, just Ramleh spelled backwards. The
Egyptian Ideal Cigarette and Tobacco Works began manufacturing Ramleh
in 1902. By 1907 the all-Turkish tobacco cigarette was being made by S.
Anargyros, a branch of The American Tobacco Company. ATCo management
decided to change the Ramleh name, but keep the colorful Egyptian
graphics, to avoid confusion with Ramly Cigarettes. Ramly was an Egyptian
style smoke made by the Mentor Co. in Boston, and ATCo felt the cigarette
misrepresented their Ramleh. Newspaper ads were used to alert customers
to the name change. Click on the Ramleh box to see an original ad.

EHELM-AR

bR S A

The cork tipped Helmar pictured top right in the 'cup’ soft pack of twenty,
was considered innovative when test marketed in Boston beginning
February 1928. Priced 20 cents a pack, a spokesman for Lorillard felt that "A
round cigarette made of Turkish tobacco will appeal to many patrons who
like a Turkish cigarette but prefer the round shape. It's freer burn, lighter
weight and other features is expected to open up a new market for Turkish
cigarettes which has large possibilities." Pictured below is a tin Helmar flat
50, and Helmar Filter Cigarettes. Helmar Filters in a flip-top box were test
marketed in California by the Lorillard Tobacco Company ca. 1966. The
original straight-Turkish tobacco Helmar continued to be made long enough
to have a health warning stamped on the side of the flat clam-shell box.
Helmar was withdrawn about 1966.
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MEMBERS OF i ORIGINAL DELIVERY BILL. ALLEN & COMPANY

N. Y. SECURITY DEALERS ASSOCIATION : i
' DIRECT WIRE TO |LOS ANGELES HANOVER 2 { 2600 | | INVESTMENT SECURITIES
S . i ) 30 BROAD STREET
]

NEW YORK_CIT
P

5 I
Vilaa & Bickey

49 Tell Bt
i Rew York City

|

u

_ %  As DEALERS AND FOR OUR OWN ACCOUNT WE HAVE THI .,_....JAJ SOLL TO vYou f ; CONTRACT DATE M#__

|
ON YOUR INSTRUCTIONS AND AS BROKER FOR YOU : [ J ¥l ¥ {
__  WE HAVE THIS DAY BOUGHT FOR YOUR ACCOUNT AND RISK 't SETTLEMENT DATEM—-

(NAME OF SELLER AND TIME OF EXECUTION\WiLL BE FURNISHED ON REQUEST)
\
_AS BROKERS FOR SOME OTHER PERSON WE HAVE THIS DAY SOLD TO vou

AS BROKERS YOU HAVE THIS DAY SOLD FOR OUR ACCOUNT

PRICE INTEREST COMMISSION TAX AMOUNT

1 }{ / f
Bl STH Chdcego Northwestern 41/1987 MwyE | $19y663¢

INSTRUCTIONS FOR DELIVERY — DIRECT (UNLESS OTHERWISE SPECIFIED)

“Tile to the securities attached hereto and herein described shall not pass from us until we have raceived payment therefor.
understood that this shall be only for the purpose of inspection and verification and that, until we have received payment therefor you shall hold them as agent for and subject ta the control and direction of Allen

Blotter QUANTITY DESCRIPTION

E. & O. E.

ALLEN & COMPANY

—

“Subject to Revenue Act of 1926 and regulations made in accardance herewith."
If you retain custody of them temporarily prior to your payment therefor, it is

& Co.
"When using the above tax bill for transfer purposes kindly defach'this stiip."

&

Original delivery bill of Allen & Company to Vilas & Hickey dated 9/16/42
for $57,000 Chicago Northwestern 4 1/2/1987 at a cost of $19,665. Documentary

stamps affixed (1 #R346, 26 #R348 & 1 R349) totaling $28.50, handstamped Allen
& Co. Sept 18, 1942, and with additional cut and perf initial cancellations.




DOCUMENTARY

DIOCUMENTARY.
: T




e

5 g
NETHOUSAND DOLLARS




DOCUMENTARY.







OOCUMENTARY R4 DOCUMENTARY,




f ONEHUNDRED DOLLARS l
e N

P ;
_SIXTY DOLLARS , =2
et | GNEHUNDRED DOLLARS
= e

~o°




nocU

MENTAH
g Iy

L/

IJBIIMENAHY_




DDCUMENTARYS




NITED ES =

AL REVENUE ||

ONIT T

INTERNAY REVENT

| INTTETY STAT
| NAT, BEV

ES




&8°




[DOCUMENTAR
e e

’

OOCIMENTARY.

b BOCIMENTARY,

A3

DOCLUMENTARY,

A If

*reevie s

PO O MEN TARY)
L]

MENTARY,

Y f




DOEUMENTAR
1 =

DOLUMENTARY

| g

DOCUMENTARY,|




CINED ]
INT! mu,m‘t N

o MWD -
\ ML ARS

| INTERNAT

10







14
3




525098780 i

DOCUMEN
e

—

™

o i

(slsseecce

[\
0
@
o
@®
9)]

se00

4§70 _eoecedeosrvnrenscs




13 W

'Y MILEARS )

D ST %
HUNDRED DOLLARS 5 il gt

HOUSAND DOLLAR

L\







L]
.
®
L
.
(]
.
.

JDCUMENTARY. DOCUMENTARY.
= =




(XA RS ER NN R

seeEPROPER DS

PeccccescsseProcssceens

STATE
/REVENUR *




DOCUMENTARY.




o
I g e

g e
| ONEHUNDRED DOLLARS

P

e S I
Il <4
ONE HUNDRED DOLLAR

E HUNDRED DOLLARS l







¥

THOUSAND DOLLARS )}

“o




3

NEITMENTARY/[)







IMENTARY

g




 DOCTMENTARY













[ .UMENTARY. b




[ OHCIMENTARY,

=
B




DOCUMENTARY'

STATES >

AL REVEN!

Y61
(L'\TEE\H. IIP‘F'[‘ [E

IMPCUMENTARY

E
=5




 REVENTE

N s
[ Tremas

INCUMENTARY.
e HRS

Al




|tu |= T
I 6193
P = : =
I | HIR;T\’ ﬂnl!—%“sﬁ ONEHUNDRED DOLLARS |

ceverecctosssorrasn .

TY ODLLARS
sBreTacescseste

ICoNETHOUSAND DOLLARS

(o b




THIRTY DOLLARS




.
L)
.
-
.

B
-
-

»
-
-

3 [

2200 POPNIBROAERD

noL bd DO G MENTAR
=




R
ENTS

B [95]

arassann

sedassrnssosses

-
4
L
.
.
®
3
.
L
L]
L4
.

eesesssoee
Passssnscsonnzdes

7 TINITED STATES
INTERNAL BEVENTUE

ersnconpe000 0




D\‘R ll(l[nlu‘u{

ARTES
INTERNAY REVENUE'

&

25 TWO DOTIANE
s SEVENTY-FIVE O

t‘ﬂ"‘]"\"i’i FIVE CENTS |

DOCUMENTARY

M| DOCUMENTARY;
S T E(RR




[Tnrerman




..‘l.t‘

£

NETHOUSAND DOLLARS

; ?lﬂ o)
_nNEHLINDREBDBL_L:ARE |




feosevsnrracsss

m\'-d
CENTS

IR R RN NN]

(SBleew=(3h

P sPePINNBIepRERIRIIDT S

(EEEEE BN N2
DOCUMENTARY:

#3000 00 0

299%G9Ran







esweseve

..{’.C ..-l:.:...

“0 E DOLLAR
CENTS

DOCUMENTARY.




INITED STATE

Bl| INFERNAL REVENTE

238G TSSO BD
L

WO DOLLA]

U N TENTS

« TWO DOLL!
# SEVENTY- Il‘i']a (ENTS

L]
L]
™
£
P
L]
L)
L]




ANITED SAAT

LRE










DOCUMENTARY:

DOUUMENTAR

' um:umsmmv

GPpocsessossnse

Ll B
-;
TINITED STATE
l:\'TER,'mL HEVENUE
2




[ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS |

ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS |




ks

=gl
- -




NOGCUMENTARY:

-
@
o
-
.
"
@

conboBpoBERD DN




.Lgh c;hﬁgﬁl:

--} seosvenseonel]

DOCUMENTARY|E




R DDCUMENTARY.
H /f”—"‘-




SIATES
VEN

L3
L]
L]
L]
L]
=1
L
-
.
L]
O
Ll
AR

DOCIMENTARY,
S e

LE R TR NN NN ..el aoecachopoeovevae

INITEILY ST

-

ATES >

SN
STATE!

L REV
WO L

AR

WIJ

DOCUMENTARY:
D

NE IMLTAR
XTY-FIVE CENTS




“INTEED
INTERNAT '¥'VEN

TINITEDY
|| INTERNAL R

.-t'!nl;i-l

2




T STATE!

iai; REVENT]

. sssssRess

NITE |
INTERNAL REVENT




=

DOCUMENTARY Ll DOCUMENTARY|
[l |

=

FesRBTAaBIFITRERS
L]

DOCUMENTARY: | IO




THIFI CioE

egnesssnece

THIRTY IJUI.I.ARS




550273

[ssued to

At

By

Uirector [ocated at

550274

Issuedio

/s

M

Uirector [ocated at

BE50R75

Issued to

Uirector [ocated at

550276

Issuedto

At

)

Uirector [ocated at

:

#R725 with tabs. Entire piece uncancelled with never

hinged original gum but staple holes in top stamp in-

dicate attachment to document, and therefore, used.

L
L]
e
o
Ll
(]
L]
.
T e
L]
[
°
L ]
L]
L]
L]
.
L]
L]
L]
L]
L]
L]
L ]
L]
L]
{ ]
e
L]
L]
-
a
L]
®
L
L]
L]
L]
(]
.
L ]
L]
L J
[}
[ ]
.
[
»
L]
.
Ll
L]
[
L)
-
L d
L ]
°
-
L]
L]

EASSO|

1

Ly
NE




D) [ g VI
ONETHOUSAND DOLLAR




! ONEHUNORED DOLLARS
Aem——eee————a———







r IEHUNORED DD L4







.'\
SO TWEN Y_
HUNDRED Dﬂl ARS.




o n:gv‘cbg

ESTABLISHED 1862

(A RN R R NI R RSN R R RN R

l.‘ll.lll..ll..l.

']68105

1683535

(]
L]
R e
[ o
= e
@
= .
B e
{ e
T e
L]
]
>

.Il....'!.‘....-
U NCIETSECD SiTATES
PO CT FLEE N AUANCE Gl

(IR R RN RN NN NRRN]






