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PERPETUAL E"IGRATION FUND COMPANY

EARLY *1ORMON HISTORY - WESTERN AMERICAMNA

The Pernetual Emigration Fund was established by Brigham Yeuna as a maans

to increase the permanent nonulation of his newlv settlad Utah with Church
members who would do his biddinn, by enablina poor Euronean “ormon converts

to reach Great Salt Lake City, It encompassed an extensive Church-diracted
proqram based on Mormon Missionaries nromising fertile fields and wondernus
opportunities on the western frontier in !'tah Territery, to any convert who
would sinn a Bond promisinn to nay back to the Church the costs of emigration,

The organization was amazina, considerinag the times and the nascent character
of the Mormon relianion, - and included a shinning aaency in Livernanl,
Enaland; chartered vassels awaitino full lrcads of emiqrants; entrvy intn the
11.S, at New York fity; transnortation bv rail tn St, Louis; vhnlesale
stfittinas of coverad wanons, oxen, and nrovisions at the frontier (in this
case Mtchison, Kansas Territory) for the iournev across the nlains; and
vateran leadership by Church Elders, who maintained the enthusiasm and faith
nf the newcomers, 0Once in Utah, the emiarants could not 1=ave until they

had satisfied their Bond - and this had the effact nf makino the new residents
cantive, since the Church 1iterallv controlled the economy. The P.E, Fund
was vit3al tn the permanent settlement of !tah, and to the continued control
nf this area by the Mormon Church, and sncomnasses a T1ittle knnwn nhase of
nur western emiaration,

Included in this original qroun of documents are:

_ Neceipt written and siqgned by the famous Erastus Snow for team and nrovisiens
to be furnished at Atchison, Kansas Teritorv (sic), and endarsed nn hack
"Please fill the enclosed receint the same as mv ordar", Rare,

Seven orders stqned by Erastus Snow; including ane handwritten, shinninn

four bnxes of books to Utah Librarv and a voke of cattle "if they 1ive

to a0 through" (the 10urne") to his wife in Salt Lake, .
35 different orders, in amounts varying from $30 to QRHQ 75, for oxen, wanons,
and nrovisions includina cattle, flour, bacon, sugar, etc,, written bv

Snow's clerk and siogned for him, Mne has Snow's handwritten notation

annended relatinn to shinnina "Noc Bernhisel's store and fixtures" to Salt
Lake Citv, bv no means an easy task in those days of cokered wannns,

Another is a scarce substitution order, one party for the ariainal narty,

Plus three orders tp ornvide a nassane for a woman amonn the P,E, Fund
emiarants (1 siqnedibv Snow)

~MNso four 1ists nf settlers 1ndehted to the P.E, Fund showing dates entered
lltah, names including children, who they married (several nolvaamous),
and amounts owed,

—Nne 1ist of nersonal debts transferred to Brigham Younq, Trustes for the
P.FE. Fund as a donation in 1860 for the benefit of eminrants from Denmark.
Thrmp estate records annroved bv court judaes, showing transfer of dacedent's
c1n+H1nn sundries, trunks, etc,, tn account nf the P.E. Fund tn sattle
halance nf nassane and frefght emiqration charaes,

_~1862 Memorandum 1ist of individual whnse nayments were not credited to the
P.E, Fund,

_List of 109 Danish nersons, made bv cantain of a waqon train in 18954, of
narsons indebted tn the P.E. Fund for floi+ sunnlied durina the trek west.
~"n 11 naae trial balance sheet for the P.E. Fund for 1857, This shows manv




interesting detals, including names and amounts,

An 1871 letter requesting funds to sunnort nrannsed Federal leqgislatinn

to lower the immigration tax, with a note to Utah Conqrassman to sunnort
this, The Church had been payina the tax, and charging to the emiqrants
accounts, and would accordingly welcome anv reductions in expenditures.

This fascinatina and successful venture nf the Mormon Church had other effects.
For instance, the "jumping off" noint for the westward journey was Atchison,
Kansas Territorv. In Januarv of 1855 it had one store and two salmons. But
by the middle of the vear it had 10 stores, many saloons, and one so-called
"hotel"., A11 the results of the outfitting of the Mormon wanon trains,

The wagon trains usually followad the Overland Trail, thru Ft. Kearnv,
Julesburq, Ft, Laramie, Ft, Bridager, and into "Great Salt Lake Citv",
Nenending unon the weather, Indians, etc.,, the trin tnnok from nne to twn
months,

The 1855 waaon train renresented bv these documents was one of the last
such for the moment, For a drnuaht in !ltah in 1855 caused a cron failure
and financial hardshin for the Church, As a result, Brigham Younq decreed
in a letter that later emiqrants would only be given handcarts, which they
would have to draw themselves, loaded with nrnvisinns and parsonal items.
Bad judgement by some of the fanatic leaders of the individual handcart
trains resulted in tremendous hardshins and a high incidence of death and
disability due to freezing and lack of fond late in 1856, As a result,
Brigham Younn stood up in Church and denounced another Church Nfficer

for formulating the handcart plans, thersbhy passing the buck in order to
retain leadearshin of the Church,

There are a total of 56 documents encomnassing 70 sheets containing 74 paqes
of writing, plus many endorsements on reverses, etc, - all showing the

many asnects of the Perpetual Emigration Fund Co,, and centaining the names
of many pioneer lUtah settlers,
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