1918 UNITED STATES AIR POST ISSUE

The First U.S. Government Airmail Flight - May 15-16, 1918

The first U.S. Government airmail service was hastily organized in 1918
for a May 15 inaugural flight. Planes and pilots from the U.S. Army Signal
Corps—daredevils who hoped to serve in World War I—were ordered
to prepare for the relay flights between Washington D.C., Philadelphia
and New York. Matching “First Trip” duplex markings were used by all
three city post offices on mail for the May 15 flight.

Washington D.C. to New York City
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Washington D.C. May 15 “First Trip” duplex. 24¢ stamp pays 14¢
airmail postage and 10¢ special delivery fee. AAMC 101A1.

Crash Mail from Washington D.C.

On May 15, 1918, at 11:47am, Lt. George L. Boyle took off from Potomac
Park Polo Field in Washington D.C., heading south instead of north.
After flying about 25 miles, he crashed in a farmer’s field near Waldorf
Md. The mail was unharmed and was carried on the next day’s flight.
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The First U.S. Government Airmail Flight - May 15-16, 1918

Washington D.C. to Philadelphia

Washington D.C. May 15 “First Trip” duplex. Flown to Philadelphia and
sent by train to Camp Funston, Kansas. AAMC 101B1 (300 flown).

Stamp has shifted vignette (nearly enough to be a “Fast Plane”)

Crash Mail from Washington D.C.

On May 15, 1918, at 11:47am, Lt. George L. Boyle took off from Potomac
Park Polo Field in Washington D.C., heading south instead of north.
After flying about 25 miles, he crashed in a farmer’s field near Waldorf
Md. The mail was unharmed and was carried on the next day’s flight.
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The First U.S. Government Airmail Flight - May 15-16, 1918

Washington D.C. to New York City
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Washington D.C. “May/16/1918” duplex. AAMC 101A12.

Stamp has left guide arrow selvage.

Additional Mail on May 16 Flight from Washington D.C.

All of the mail collected on May 15 and up to 11:00am on May 16 was
flown on the second (successful) flight from Washington D.C. on May 16.
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The First U.S. Government Airmail Flight - May 15-16, 1918

Philadelphia to New York City

Philadelphia May 15 “First Trip” duplex. AAMC 101Cl1.

Only 350 letters/cards flown on this leg of the May 15 flight.

Philadelphia Mail on May 15

Shortly after Lt. Boyle crashed (around noon), he was able to telephone
Capt. Benjamin Lipsner, who in turn telephoned Lt. Paul Culver to give
him the news that the northbound plane would not arrive at Bustleton.
He instructed Lt. Culver to fly Lt. Webb’s plane (#38218) back to New
York with the Philadelphia mail (350 letters and cards).
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Washington D.C.-Boston via New York - June 1, 1918

New York City to Boston

Dr. Alexander Graham Bell,

¢/o New England Aero Club,
940 01d South Bldg.,
Boston, Mass.

New York June 3 “First Trip” duplex and “First Air/Mail” handstamp.
AAMC 108.

Only 28 pounds of mail was carried on this flight. This cover is
addressed to Alexander Graham Bell and signed by
Postmaster General A. S. Burleson.
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Boston to New York — June 8-11, 1918

This experimental flight which was scheduled for June 8 was flown on
June 11 by Lt. Torrey H. Webb, who carried 64 pounds of mail.

FRANK P. BROWN CO.,
325 Washington St.,
BOSTON, MASS. 7

Ry Aeropi:;rfnaf

Nassau Stamp Co.,
118 Nassau St.,

New York, N. Y.

Boston, Mass.f “fune 3, 19187 |
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Economist Stamp Co.,
e SR
87 Nassau St.,

New York, N. Y.

Special large circular “Air Mail First Trip” datestamp and
“Boston-to-New York” three-line cancel. AAMC 1085.
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New York-Columbia Country Club, Washington D.C.
June 15, 1918

This was a special authorized flight in a U.S. Army plane piloted by
Capt. Weideman, a pilot on the New York to Washington run. One
hundred covers addressed to members of the club and containing a
Woodley Park Auxiliary “Thank You” card made out to the addressee
were dropped on the golf course and later sold on behalf of the
Woodley Park Chapter of the American Red Cross.

Special boxed “Airmail/New York/Columbia, Country
Club/Washington/June 13, 1918” datestamp. AAMC 106.

With Red Cross label on back and “Thank You” card enclosed.
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Washington D.C. to New York - July 10, 1918
Addressed to Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

Flown Postcard

THIS - PORTION: MAY-BE
USED-FOR: COMMUNICATION

PRINTED AT THE
CoLUMBIA POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE
FOR THE BLIND - WASHINGTON,D.O.

Washington D.C. July 10, 1918 duplex.

Purple censor handstamp on postcard from a member of the
Brazilian Military Commission.

24¢ airmail postage to New York and additional 2¢ stamp
for UPU rate to Brazil.
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New York to Philadelphia - July 13, 1918
Last Day of the 24¢ Airmail Rate

New York July 13, 1918, 11:00am duplex.

July 13 was a Saturday. There were no airmail flights on Sundays, so the
first day of the reduced 16¢ airmail rate was Monday, July 15.

Back of cover has handstamped World War I marking:

SEND A LETTER BY AIRPLANE,
ESPECIALLY TO ONE “OVER THERE”.
IT WILL BE A REAL TREAT
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Washington D.C. to New York City — July 15, 1918
First Day of the 16¢ Airmail Rate

Washington D.C. July 15, 1918 duplex.

July 13 was a Saturday. There were no airmail flights on Sundays, so the
first day of the reduced 16¢ airmail rate was Monday, July 15.
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Washington D.C. to Philadelphia - July 15, 1918
First Day of the 16¢ Airmail Rate

Washington D.C. July 15, 1918 duplex.

Flown to Philadelphia and sent by train to Camp Funston, Kansas.

July 13 was a Saturday. There were no airmail flights on Sundays, so the
first day of the reduced 16¢ airmail rate was Monday, July 15.
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New York to Washington D.C. - July 15, 1918
First Day of the 16¢ Airmail Rate

New York July 15, 1918 duplex.

July 13 was a Saturday. There were no airmail flights on Sundays, so the
first day of the reduced 16¢ airmail rate was Monday, July 15.
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Philadelphia to Washington D.C. - July 15, 1918
First Day of the 16¢ Airmail Rate

Philadelphia July 15, 1918 duplex.

July 13 was a Saturday. There were no airmail flights on Sundays, so the
first day of the reduced 16¢ airmail rate was Monday, July 15.
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Washington D.C. to Philadelphia - July 15, 1918
First Day of the 16¢ Airmail Rate

Washington D.C. July 15, 1918 duplex.

24¢ stamp overpays the new 16¢ rate.

“Help Humble the Hun” anti-German World War I label with
illustration of planes dropping bombs.
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Philadelphia to New York City - July 15, 1918
First Day of the 16¢ Airmail Rate

FRANKLIN STAMP CO.
1015 REAL ESTATE TRUST BUILDING
PHILADELPHIA, PA,

L. W, Charlat, Esq

198759 537 TFifth Avenue

New York City

By Airplane Mail
REGISTERMDe 0 e0 s

Philadelphia July 15, 1918 duplex.

10¢ Parcel Post stamp pays the registered mail fee
and 24¢ stamp overpays the new 16¢ airmail rate.

Registered airmail covers are unusual.
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New York to Philadelphia - August 20, 1918
Addressed to Queenstown, Ireland

New York August 20, 1918 duplex. 24¢ overpays 16¢ rate.

Addressed to U.S. Naval Base Hospital in Queenstown, Ireland.
Handstamped World War I marking:

SEND A LETTER BY AIRPLANE,
ESPECIALLY TO ONE “OVER THERE”.
IT WILL BE A REAL TREAT
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New York-Chicago via Lock Haven PA, Cleveland and Bryan OH
September 5, 1918

This trip laid the groundwork for the transcontinental airmail route.

NASSAU STAMP CO,
116 NASSAU ST,

NEW YORK SN

AERCPLANE MAIL

Mr. G. Bl}rnl_ey _F_fe_zll_,__

Lock Faven, Pa.

Special “N.Y.-Chic/Aero Mail/First Trip” oval datestamp and standard
New York duplex. AAMC 108Db.
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New York-Chicago via Lock Haven PA, Cleveland and Bryan OH
September 5, 1918

JOHN F. RUST,
0% CITIZENS BLDG.
CLEVELAND, OHIO. f%\;\m\

SEPL‘I-r
QAMD

Cleveland to Chicago, September 5, 1918. AAMC 108d.
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Chicago-New York via Bryan, Cleveland and Lock Haven PA
Return Trip September 9, 1918

C. E. SEVERN
118 NO. LA SALLE STREET
CHICAGO

Mr.Albert E. Gorhaﬁr-w«'

1240 Eighth St.,N.W.,

Via
A/&-PL{ME Posr

IRST IriP.

Washington,

Lock Haven to Washington D.C. AAMC 109c.
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Chicago-New York via Bryan, Cleveland and Lock Haven PA
Return Trip September 9, 1918

Recelved at New York N.Y

i from Post
under ST R

F P R

H.C ROESSLER,
By Au‘plane Post From 120 South Parkway,
 EAST ORANGE,N.J.

Chicago to Vermont. AAMC 109.

East Orange,

Chicago to New Jersey (Roessler cover). AAMC 109.
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Experimental Airfield, Newark NJ

SEND A LETTER BY AlRFUAL S,
WPECIALLY TO ONE “OVER THERE"
(T WILL BE A REAL TREAT

W. T. Wilson,

18, Livingstone Road,

Handsworth,
Birmingham,

England.

Handstamped World War I marking:

SEND A LETTER BY AIRPLANE,
ESPECIALLY TO ONE “OVER THERE”.
IT WILL BE A REAL TREAT
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Washington D.C. to New York - September 23, 1918
Addressed to Holland

///ﬂ‘x/zz’?mwm/”/’// ez
Washing;t‘;y- : /%/[ / e .Q/Z/me/ .

PhiladelPhia-
Neuwr Yox-:_li.

Washington D.C., 1918 duplex.

Roessler “Winged Letters” envelope with censor label on back.
Overpaid 16¢ rate.
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Philadelphia to New York -November 11, 1918
Armistice Day

lire JedeKlemann, Jr.,

116 Nassau Street,

New York, N.Y.

44869

ArMiSHIE Dy

Philadelphia November 11,1918 duplex.

Prepared by Philip H. Ward to commemorate Armistice Day.
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Washington D.C. to New York - December 16, 1918
First Day of the 6¢ Airmail Rate

Washington D.C. December 16, 1918 duplex.

December 14 was a Saturday. There were no airmail flights on Sundays, so
the first day of the reduced 6¢ airmail rate was Monday, December 16.

Interest in First Flights and rate changes waned by December 1918;
therefore, December 16 First Day of Rate Change covers are much scarcer
than their May 15 and July 15 counterparts.
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New York to Philadelphia - December 16, 1918
First Day of the 6¢ Airmail Rate

Return In 5 days to
SCOTT STAMP & COIN CO.,
127 Madison Avenue
New York

o oo o
i dub\_alfs

o L]
,/0 Masssy & Perrin,
ek Rookery Bldg.,
via Airplane Post. Chicago, Ill.

New York December 16, 1918 duplex.

December 14 was a Saturday. There were no airmail flights on Sundays, so
the first day of the reduced 6¢ airmail rate was Monday, December 16.

Interest in First Flights and rate changes waned by December 1918;
therefore, December 16 First Day of Rate Change covers are much scarcer
than their May 15 and July 15 counterparts.
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Philadelphia to New York —- December 16, 1918
First Day of the 6¢ Airmail Rate

~

Mr. John N. Luff,

kg

Hotel Bretton Hall,
A6th & Broadwav,

New York, TaYa

Philadelphia December 16, 1918 duplex.

December 14 was a Saturday. There were no airmail flights on Sundays, so
the first day of the reduced 6¢ airmail rate was Monday, December 16.

Interest in First Flights and rate changes waned by December 1918;
therefore, December 16 First Day of Rate Change covers are much scarcer
than their May 15 and July 15 counterparts.
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Washington D.C. to Philadelphia - December 17, 1918
Second Day of the 6¢ Airmail Rate
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Washington D.C. December 17, 1918 duplex.

Flown to Philadelphia and sent by train to Moody TX.
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New York-Cleveland-Chicago Experimental Flight
December 18, 1918

NASSAU STAMP CO.
116 NASSAU ST,

NEW YORK N. Y.

Y g

LS ; =

Ned o ikﬁﬂblyégqu" i
PO T ST PMITROPTATNE MATL
S

¢ }

Fassau Stamp Co., "
¢/o Postmaster;
Bryzn, Qhio,

Foe cloimad (’ﬁ

Py gy v ]
HIsE adudles

Chicago December 18, 1918. AAMC 110e.
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Washington D.C. to Philadelphia - February 4, 1919
Treasury Department Official Business

vy

TREASURY D'Ef:_&?TMENT
, BUREAU OF -,
WAR 'AiSK INSURANCE
OFFICIAL‘BUSINESS

RETURN A'F‘I‘é:,r_l FIVE DAYS
,‘,“;?;' i T
i
L4

. {3 o A, »

Sergeat Lyle F. Wilson,
Camp Headquarters Building,
Camp Lewks, Washingtone.

f * vy
fb.

Washington D.C. February 4, 1919.

Non-philatelic use of 16¢ airmail stamp on penalty envelope from the
Treasury Department, Bureau of War Risk Insurance
to an officer at Camp Lewis, Washington.

Flown to Philadelphia and sent by train to Washington State.
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Macon GA - Montgomery AL - Atlanta GA
May 3-10, 1919

Prompted by the Southeastern Aeronautical Congress in Macon GA
from May 2 to 10, experimental route 613003 was authorized to provide
airmail service between Macon GA and Montgomery AL from May 3 to
10, except Sunday, May 4. Columbus GA requested similar service as a
midpoint between Macon and Montgomery, but the city lacked
adequate landing facilities. On May 6 the pilot from Macon made a
hazardous landing at the makeshift field at Columbus. He repaired his
plane and continued to Montgomery, along with added mail from
Columbus. The pilot from Montgomery made no attempt to deliver mail
in Columbus on May 6. On May 7 the Montgomery pilot did drop some
mail at Columbus, primarily newspapers and packages. No other mail
was flown into or out of Columbus, as flights continued between Macon
and Montgomery. Service between Macon and Atlanta began on May 8
and continued in both directions through May 10. Numerous covers
were prepared and cancelled in Macon on May 7 for the first trip to
Atlanta on May 8.

STATE OF ALABAMA

- ... Department of Archives and History !
" THOMAS M. OWEN, LL.D., DIRECTOR &)

MONTGOMERY To Hacon,_ Ga. F 3
then _north

Aeroplane

e A% '
s B
. QBT

Petar A. Brannon. First.trip, May 3’*19419. e

Mr. Willard O. W}r’]‘.:ie,
31 Pierce Ave.,
Beverly, Mass.

Montgomery AL to Macon GA, May 3, 1919. AAMC 115a (36 flown).
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Macon GA - Montgomery AL - Atlanta GA
May 3-10, 1919
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GOLUMBUS, GA.

Macon to Columbus GA, May 6, 1919. AAMC 115b (115 flown).
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Columbus GA to Montgomery AL, May 6, 1919. AAMC 115c.
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Macon GA - Montgomery AL - Atlanta GA
May 3-10, 1919

- . YT tarm oy rer K
*VI4i ARROPLANE MAIL

Return in 5 days to

J. E. MILLER & CO.
ITTA BFEO\OTN < K
General Steam Ship Agts. VJ.J..". LIACON ) GA .
ATLANTA, GA.

Mr. Robert V. Walton,
924 Reynolds Streetd,

Augusta, Georgis.

Atlanta to Macon GA, May 10, 1919. AAMC 115f (500 flown).
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Macon GA - Montgomery AL - Atlanta GA
May 3-10, 1919

Round Trip Flight

After 5 days return to

F. J. TERRELL
P. 0. Box 563

ATLANTA, = Ga |} Lo Vie _.g?ria._;:. Past,
O UT

MAY 13 1919

"ot

‘Mr, 5, E. Knox,
General Delifery L\\*\
TS, GEORGIA, '

Reeeived wilhout sonienis al
! CON, GA. P. O,

4 Py TG |
ATFSIAC Ll

Aslenita, &

Atlanta to Macon GA, May 8, 1919 (AAMC 115f)
and
Return Trip from Macon to Atlanta GA, May 10, 1919 (AAMC 115e)
with three-line “Atlanta to Macon” cachet changed by hand.

Unlisted in AAMC.
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6¢ Airmail Rate

Philadelphia to New York — January 1, 1919
Addressed to American Expeditionary Forces Hospital No. 6 in France

" 4508 N, Lincoln
Chicago,

Illinols,

No Such Number- . 2040

Washington D.C. to Philadelphia - January 16, 1919. Undeliverable.
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July 18, 1919 - Last Day of the 6¢ Airmail Rate

The “Test and Experimental Period” of airmail service started on July
18, 1919, at which point the normal 2¢ surface mail rate was applied to
airmail carried by plane and train. This period lasted until June 29, 1924.

Philadelphia to Washington D.C. —July 18, 1919.

One of two recorded covers showing the 6¢ airmail rate in effect
on July 18, 1919, the commencement date for the
“Test and Experimental Period.”
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Jahn Special Flight, Washington D.C. - December 5, 1919

Leroy B. Jahn, inventor of a parachute device for dropping objects from
planes without landing, interested the Post Office Department in his
device and secured special permission to have pilot Walter H. Stevens
of the Air Mail Service fly a plane over the Capitol grounds and drop
eggs and other items before an audience of Army and Navy officials,
Senators and Representatives. 134 covers were dropped while in flight.

PENN AVENUE AND SIXTH STREET

MM ,,%L

0d B W?M_

%@;A, v

JABN AERIAL MAIL DROPPING APPARATUS

“Jahn Aerial Mail Dropping Apparatus” cachet, December 5, 1919.
AAMC 121 (134 flown).
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St. Louis to Chicago, August 16, 1920

This experimental route opened on August 16, 19209, and was
suspended on June 30, 1921. The old 1911 “Aeroplane Station No. 1”
duplex was used.

Albert G. Stéwart,

bank of Commerce Bldg.,

- foledo, Ohio.

St. Louis to Chicago (by train to Toledo OH), August 16, 1920.
AAMC 121 (6 pounds flown).
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United States-Cuba Flight - November 1, 1920

An experimental international airmail route was inaugurated between
Key West FL and Havana, Cuba, on November 1, 1920. The route was
flown by a contractor, Florida West Indies Airways. The route remained
in use until June 1921.

Trom
W. W, Wilson
1405 Hart ford Bldg.
Chicago, Ill. USA
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Havana,

Cuba

Key West to Havana, Cuba, November 1, 1920. AAMC FAMA4.
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American Expeditionary Forces Postal Express Service

AM.EX.F.| -

Knights of Columbus e
_OVERSEAS SERVICE
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AAMC 121 (6 pounds flown).
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Registered Mail to Newfoundland

H. CHITRARO
500 W. 123D STREET

NEW YORK, U. S, A. : h/ \"’l/ {/F‘
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Flown from New York to Boston, July 8, 1919.
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Complete Sets on Cover
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Combination with 1913 20¢ Parcel Post
First Government Stamp to Depict an Airplane

BURGER & CO. | |77 =iy PR b it S
POSTAGE & REVENUE STAMPS j 3 : T o
90 NASSAU STREECP

Cor. FULTON STREET

NEW YORK CITY

Registered mail from New York to Philadelphia
December 22, 1924



1918 UNITED STATES AIR POST ISSUK

Mixed United States-German Franking

Registered mail to Germany and sent by airmail from Bremen to Berlin
April 22, 1920
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First Transcontinental Airmail Route - July 1, 1924

VIA U.S. AIR MAIL

T S

Mr. Leon Minassian,

0. Box B, Station I,

New York City.
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First Contract Airmail Service in the United States
Detroit-Cleveland-New York — February 15, 1926

WILLIAM M. WILSON

2348 E. GORDON STREET 2 :;‘ / DtTROIr
PHILADELPHIA, PENNA., §i & |
e 8‘%

=Air Mail==ILondon to L,ontl

Mr. L. Rochat,
Postfach-12858,
Berne-XI1, - z
Switzerland,

VIA
AIR MAILALr Mail Service--Detroit=--Cleveland--New Yorkee

Detroit MI to New York, February 15, 1926
Addressed to Berne, Switzerland



